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[ 21582 ] No. 1. 

Sir E. Gorst to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 1.) 

(No. 98.) ‘ 

Sir, Ramleh, June 22, 1907. 

WITH reference to yonr despatch. No. 156 of the 14th instant relative to the 
administration of the Lado Enclave, I have the honour to state that Sir A. Hardinge 
was correct in his surmise that my intention in proposing the settlement of frontier 
difficulties by the local Soudanese and Congolese officials was that they should only be 
authorized to conclude provisional arrangements subject to the approval of their 
respective Governments. 

According to reports which have recently reached me from British officers on the 
spot, it would appear that several villages administered by the Belgians lie to the north 
of the frontier, while all those to which the Soudanese Government have advanced any 
claim are well within their sphere. It is not considered advisable to make any altera¬ 
tion as to the ownership of those villages which are under regular Belgian administra¬ 
tion. The Lado authorities have given instructions to their officers to let alone certain 
villages claimed by the Soudanese officers, and as they agree that it is undesirable to 
preserve a “ no-man’s land ” between the respective administrations, there should be 
no trouble in the future over doubtful villages. 

It seems that the Congolese authorities are now taking very little interest in the 
Enclave generally, and it is rumoured that orders will shortly be sent from head-quarters 
to withdraw the posts of Iliro and Bundukia, and to administer the whole of the 
Northern Enclave from Lado itself. This will mean that a great part of the district 
must be left to itself, as it cannot be properly administered from such a distance. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) ELDON GORST. 


[ 21583 ] No. 2. 

Sir E. Gorst to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 1.) 

(No. 99. Confidential.) 

Sir, Ramleh, June 22, 1907. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch No. 144 of the 
7th instant, asking for my opinion on the proposal put forward by the Italian Govern¬ 
ment for the definition of the boundary between Egypt and Tripoli. 

While entirely sharing your view as to the desirability of doing all that is 
possible to dispel the suspicions which the Italian Government seem from time to time 
to entertain in regard to the intentions of His Majesty’s Government in that quarter, I 
[1528] ‘ B 
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venture to urge that the present moment would not be well chosen for the commence¬ 
ment of anything in the nature of a negotiation on the subject. 

The recent incident on the Benghazi frontier, reported in my despatch No. 88 of 
the 8th instant, will have shown you that the extreme sensitiveness of the Sultan in 
regard to the actions of the Egyptian Government in that neighbourhood has by no 
means abated. The local authorities on this side have strict instructions to avoid all 
cause of friction with the Turks, and up to the present time this policy has been 
successful in preventing the question of the boundary being raised. The difficulties of 
the situation would, however, be materially increased if it were suspected at 
Constantinople that discussions were proceeding between Great Britain and Italy in 
regard to territories whioh form part of the Ottoman dominions. 

It would be very difficult, if not impossible, to keep absolutely secret the fact that 
a negotiation was on foot, and the Porte could not be expected to view with much 
sympathy the anxiety of the Italian Government as to the limits between Egypt and the 
Turkish province of Tripoli. 

T nQTTA fvO 

(Signed) ’ ELDON GORST. 


[220751 No. 3. 

Law Officers of the Crown to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 4.) 

Sir, Law Officers' Department, July 3, 1907. 

WE were honoured by your commands, signified to us by Mr. Mallet in his letter 
of the 3rd ultimo, stating that he was directed by you to transmit the question asked 
in Parliament by Mr. Fell on the 27th May, together with the answer which you returned 
to it, relative to the terms on which the territory known as the Lado Enclave was leased 
to the Independent Congo State, and to request that we would take the papers into our 
consideration, and favour you with our opinion as to what meaning should be attached 
to the phrase in the Agreement between Great Britain and the Independent Congo 
State “ the reign of His Majesty Leopold II, Sovereign of the Independent Congo State.” 

We have taken the matter into our consideration, and, in obedience to your 
commands, have the honour to 


* Report — 

That the words “ this lease shall remain in force during the reign of His Majesty 
Leopold II, Sovereign of the Independent Congo State,” used in Article 2 of the 
Agreement of the 12th May, 1894, refer to the reign of Ilis Majesty as Sovereign oi 
the Independent Congo State, and that the lease of the Lado Enclave will terminate 
automatically with the cessation of the existence of the Independent Congo State as a 
State and the transfer of its territories to the Belgian Government. 

It is true that the words “Leopold II ” are only applicable to His Majesty as King 
of the Belgians, but we think that the use of those words is merely designatory, and 
that the capacity in which Ilis Majesty King Leopold contracts is intended to be 
indicated by the expression “Sovereign of the Independent Congo State.” 

The contingency of His Majesty ceasing to be Sovereign of the Independent 
Congo State was foreseen by the framers of the Agreement, and provision is made in 
Article 2 for the continuance of the lease over part of the area in that event, but the 
Lado Enclave is excluded from that provision. 

We have, &c. 

(Signed) dOIIN L. WALTON. 

W. S. ROBSON. 


[20987] No. 4. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Haidinye. 

(No. 65. Confidential.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, July 5, 1907. 

I HAVE received your despatch No. 101, Confidential, of the 24th ultimo, relative 
to the settlement of frontier difficulties in the Lado Enclave, anjl I have asked His 
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Majesty’s Agent and Consrd-General at Cairo for his opinion as to the fresh proposal 
put forward by the King-Sovereign for the solution of this question. 

As regards the effect on the political status of the Enclave of the proposed 
annexation of the Congo Independent State to Belgium, I have to inform you that this 
question was raised in Parliament on the 27th May last by Mr. Fell, M.P., and that the 
matter has been referred to the Law Officers of the Crown for their opinion as to the 
correct interpretation of the Agreement bearing on the question. 

I transmit to you herewith, for your confidential information, copy of the letter 
addressed to the Law Officers on this subject, 0 to which no reply has yet been received. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) E. GREY. 


[20987] No. 5. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir E. Gorst. 

(No. 176.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, July 5, 1907. 

I FORWARDED to His Majesty’s Minister at Brussels copy of your despatch 
No. 75 of the 7th May last, relative to the proposed delimitation of the Lado Enclave, 
and the suggestion that it should be placed under a Mixed Administration, and I 
instructed him, should he see no objection, to address to M. de Cuvelier a communication 
in the sense of your proposal. 

I now transmit to you copy of a despatch which I have received from Sir A. 
Hardinge in reply to my communication,! reporting that the King-Sovereign has 
raised certain objections to the solution of this question suggested by you, and has 
proposed that no fresh instructions should be issued to the Soudanese and Congolese 
authorities on the spot, but that they should report any incidents which may arise to 
their Governments, who should come to a direct agreement regarding them. 

J should be glad to be furnished with your opinion on the fresh proposal now put 
forward by His Majesty. 

You will observe from the latter part of the inclosed despatch that Sir A. Hardinge, 
in the subsequent course of his conversation with M. de Cavelier, discussed with that 
gentleman the effect on the political status of the Lado Enclave of the proposed 
annexation of the Congo Independent State to Belgium, and that he commends this 
question to my consideration. 

You are aware from a perusal of the Confidential print that this point was raised 
in Parliament on the 27th May last by Mr. Fell, M.P., and that the matter has 
been referred to the Law Officers of the Crown for their opinion as to the correct 
interpretation of the Agreements bearing on the question. 

1 tn is:.:it to you herewith copy of a despatch which I have addressed to Sir A. 
Hardinge,! informing him of the steps which have been taken in this matter. 

I am, lie. 

(Signed) E. GREY. 


[22670 ] No. 6. 

\ Sir A'. O'Conor to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 9.) 

(No. 406.) 

Sir. * Therapia, July 3, 1907. 

I HAVE the honour to report that the Khedive arrived at Constantinople in his 
yacht the “Mahroussa ” in the morning of the 27th ultimo. 

Immediately after his arrival, His Highness, accompanied by Hussein Pasha Fakhri, 
Egyptian Minister for Public Works, and Zeki Pasha, his Master of Ceremonies, 
together with the Turkish officers specially attached to tho person of His Highness 
during his stay at Constantinople, proceeded to Yildiz, where His Highness had an 
audience of the Sultan. 

On Saturday, the 29th ultimo, the Khedive dined at the Palace, and was again 
received in private audience by His Imperial Majesty after dinner. 


• See Part LXVII1, No. 84. 


| See Part LXVIII, No. 93. 
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His Highness called Upon me yesterday. In the course of the friendly conversation 
that ensued, His Highness gave me to understand that he had been well received by 
His Majesty, but that they had not spoken of political matters. 

His Highn ess then referred to a complaint which had lately been made to him on 
behalf of the Sultan respecting the attitude of the Egyptian press towards Turkey 
and other matters, in which the Egyptian Government seemed to be somewhat, 
disregardful of the interests and sensibilities of the Imperial Government. 

He related, among other things, that the Sultan’s emissary had made representa¬ 
tions to me on the subject, and that I had replied that it was the business of the 
Khedive and the Egyptian Government to deal with such matters, and that they did 
not concern me. His Highness added that he had replied to these observations that, 
in view of the fact that there was a British Adviser in every Ministry, and that the 
British Government had a right to interfere in the affairs of Egypt, he could not 
be held entirely responsible for the proceedings of the Egyptian Government. 

His Highness’ remarks on this subject were almost identical with those which 
Sir Eldon Gorst informed ine in a private letter he had used to him. 

I told His Highness that, as a matter of fact, the Sultan had not alluded to Egypt 
in any of the conversations I had had with His Majesty since the Akaba affair, and 
that the only representations he had made to me within this period referred to the 
alleged intention of Ahmed Jellaledin to establish a newspaper in Cyprus which would 
be unfriendly in tone to Turkey, and to some hostile articles which had appeared in 
the Egyptian press. That in regard to the first, I had been able to tell His Majesty 
that Ahmed Jellaleddin was not starting a newspaper in Cyprus, and that as regards 
the press, I explained that His Majesty’s Government were subjected to virulent 
criticisms in the same organs, that they attached little or no importance to these 
lucubrations, and that although they could not interfere with the liberty of the press, 
if we saw r our way to preventing any attacks upon the sacred person of His Imperial 
Majesty, I had no doubt that we should do anything that might be in our power to 
prevent their continuance. 

There was no tone of displeasure in His Highness’ remarks, and he seemed amused 
at the discrepancy between what had really occurred and the account given to him by 
the Sultan’s emissary. 

His Higlmess touched on the question of the western frontier of Egypt, in which 
he was evidently interested, and appeared curious to know what I thought on the 
matter. 

I remarked that. I did not believe the Turks had any aggressive designs in those 
regions, and that they were far more afraid of Egypt than His Highness need be of 
them. The incidents which had lately occurred between the frontier tribes had been 
settled administratively and satisfactorily by the Grand Vizier, and I was confident 
that instructions had been sent to the Mutessarif of Benghazi to do all in his power to 
prevent their repetition. I understood that, although the frontier was not accurately 
defined, there was no doubt as to the line it followed in the neighbourhood of Solloum, 
and that provided the Turks did not attempt to exercise administrative powers over 
the Bay of Solloum and were contented with the little guard-house on the shore, it 
seemed to me doubtful whether it was worth while raising a question at this moment 
which would certainly inspire the Sultan with fresh suspicions as to our policy, and 
probably make him think that we were seeking to create difficulties with ulterior ends. 
His Highness appeared to concur in this view. 

I am sending copy of this despatch to Sir Eldon Gorst. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) N. R. O’CONOR. 


[23368] No. 7. 

Mr. Graham, to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 15.) 

(No. 108.) 

Sir, Ramleh, July 7, 1907. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit to you herewith copy of a note from the Egyptian 
Government with regard to the pioposed improvement of the sanitary condition of 
Cairo by the introduction of a proper system of drainage. 

It will be observed that the cost of executing a satisfactory scheme is estimated at 
over £ E. 2,000,000, and that the Egyptian Government would not be prepared to 
incur so heavy an expenditure unless the inhabitants of Cairo were to contribute a 
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certain amount towards it. They propose, therefore, that the house-tax in Cairo 
should be raised by 2 per cent., and request the assent of His Majesty’s Government to 
the application of this increased rate to British subjects. 

The proposal now made by the Egyptian Government appears to be reasonable, 
and I can confidently recommend it to youx favourable consideration. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) RONALD GRAHAM. 


Inclosure in No. 7. 

Boutros Ghali to Sir E. Gorst. 

M. le Ministre, t San Stephano, le 5 Juillet, 1907. 

LE Gouvemement Egyptien se preoccupe depuis longtemps d’assurer l’assainisse- 
ment de la ville du Caire par la creation d’un reseau d’egouts et l’execution de divers 
autres travaux accessoires. En vue de faire face aux depenses necessities par ces 
travaux, un Decret du 8 Decembre, 1891, avait meme autorise le Gouvemement a 
majorer la somme arretee pour ses depenses administratives du montant des depenses 
faites pour l’assainissement de la ville du Caire jusqu’a concurrence de la moitie du 
produit des octrois de cette ville. 

Ulterieurement, ainsi que vous le savez, un Decret Khedivial en date du 
29 Novembre, 1902, a aboli la perception des droits d’oetroi danB la ville du Caire & 
partir du l cr Janvier, 1903. 

Aujourd’hui, a la suite de longues et serieuses recherches, le Gouvemement 
Egyptien a devant lui un projet d’egouts qui iui semble repondre aux besoins de la 
ville, mais 1’exicution de ce projet entrainera une depense de plus de £ E. 2,000,000, 
dont £ E. 1,400,000 pour les egouts proprement dits, et le surplus pour l’asphaltage 
et le macadamisage des routes dont la reconstruction deviendra necessaire par suite de 
l’execution des travaux. 

Le Gouvemement n’est pas dispose a assumer la charge d’une depense auBsi 
considerable, a moins que les habitants du Caire, qui sont les principaux interesses a 
l’assainissement de la ville par la creation d’egouts, ne contribuent a cette depense 
dans une certaine mesure. 

Deja, dans les arrangements anterieurs, ainsi que j’ai eu l’honneur de vous le dire, 
ce principe a ete accepte et la moitie du produit des octrois avait ete affectee a cette 
depense. Les octrois ayant ete abolis, il faut done chercher ailleurs des ressources 
complementai res. 

Dans cet ordre d’idees, le Gouvemement ostime qu’on pourrait majorer le taux de 
perception de la taxe sur la propriete batie, seul impot paye par les habitants du Caire. 
II propose, en consequence, que cet impot, qui est actuellement du douzieme de la 
valeur locative annuelle, soit porte au dixieme, ce qui equivaut a une surtaxe de 
2 pour cent, et ne represente meme pas l’interet & 3 pour cent de la moitie de la 
depense que le Gouvemement aura supporter. 

Aussi, je me plais a esperer que le Gouvemement de Sa Majeste Britannique 
voudra bien donner son assentiment l’application a ses ressortissants de la majoration 
d’impot dont il s’agit, et je me permets de compter sur votre entier concours pour 
appuyer la proposition du Gouvemement Egyptien. 

Veuillez, Ac. 

(Sign6) BOUTROS GHALI. 


[23418] No. 8. 

Sir F. Bertie to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 15.) 

(No. 352.) 

Sir, Paris, July 12, 1907. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit to you herewith a leading article from the 
“ Temps ” of to-day’s date, complaining in strong terms of the appointment of 
Mr. Hill as Director of the Khedivial School of Law in the place of M. Lambert, 
whose resignation was, it is insinuated, brought about by the attitude adopted towards 
him by Mr. Dunlop, the British Adviser to the Egyptian Ministry of Public 
Instruction. 

The article declares that such a proceeding may have been, strictly speaking, 
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correct, but it was not “ tr6s juste, ni tr6s amical, ni tr6s habile ” as regards France. 
The reasons for this view are then set forth. Mr. Dunlop is attacked as being one of 
a school of administrators trained by the Earl of Cromer to combat French influence 
in Egypt, at a time when British and French interests in Egypt were in acute 
opposition, and who are now unable to lay aside their former habits. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) FRANCIS BERTIE. 


Inclosure in No. 8. 

Extract from the “ Temps” of July 12, 1907. 


L’Affaire Lambert. 

IL vient de se produire en Egypte un incident dont nous ne songeons pas & 
exagdrer la gravitd, mais sur lequel nous estimons qu’il y a tout avantage a s’expliquer 
librement, comme on doit le faire entre amis. M. Lambert, Professeur de l’Universitd 
de France, Directeur de l’Ecole Khddiviale de Droit, ayant, a la suite de difficultds 
avec le Conseiller Anglais du Minist&re de 1’Instruction Publique, Mr. Dunlop, donnd 
sa ddmission, a dtd remplacd par un jeune Anglais, Mr. Hill, licencid depuis quelques 
mois et dont les titres paraissent un peu minces pour cette haute situation. A la 
question de personne s’ajoute la question de nationalitd. Et les journaux d'Egypte les 
plus favorables h l’Angleterre ne cacbent pas la surprise que leur inspire une ddcision 
assez peu obligeante pour la France. 

11 faut considdrer ce cas en droit et en dquitd. En droit strict il n’y a rien dans 
le Traitd Franco-Anglais du 8 Avril, 1904, qui puisse etre invoqud formellement 
c'ontre la nomination de Mr. Hill. Le maintien d’une direction Frangaise n’est 
explicitement mentionne que pour le service des antiquitds (Article P. Les autres 
Articles, notamment 1’Article V, contiennent des dispositions favorables aux Frangais 
rdsidant en Egypte: celle-ci, par exemple, que “ le Gouvernement de Sa Majeste 
britannique usera de son influence pour que les fonctionnaires Frangais au service 
Fgyptien ne soient pas mis dans des conditions moins avantageuses que celles 
appliqudes aux fonctionnaires Anglais du meme service.” Rien dc tout cela ne vise 
i’Ecole Khddiviale de Droit. M. Lambert a quittd ses fonctions de Directeur. On le 
remplace par un Anglais. C’est littdralement correct. Mais ce n’est ni trds juste, ni 
trds amical, ni trds habile. 

Ce n’est pas juste, parce que l’Ecole de Droit est une oeuvre essentiellement 
Fhangaise, parce que de meme que la legislation Egyptienne est issue de la legislation 
Frangaise, de meme tous les professeurs de 1’Ecole Khddiviale, mdme les Anglais, sont 
des dldves de la France. Ce n’est pas amical, parce que 1’Accord du 8 Avril, 1‘ 04, 
dans sa lettre et dans son esprit, imposait a la France l’obligation de “ne pas entraver 
Faction de l’Angleterrc dans ce pays en demandant qu’un terme fht fixd a l’occupation 
Britannique ou de toute autre manidre,” mais nous promettait en revanche toute 
garantie pour le maintien et pour le developpement de notre influence dconomique et 
de notre influence morale, de notre commerce et de nos dcoles. La France a 
scrupuleusement tenu ses engagements : c’est un f&cheux procedd que de lui appliquer 
la mdthode du summum jus. Enfin ce n’est pas habile, parce que la ddcision prise par 
Mr. Dunlop ne rdpond en aucuuc fagon aux directions gdndrales de la politique 
Britannique et trahit la pensde qui inspire cette politique. 

Il est arrivd en Egypte ce qui s’est produit sur d’autres terrains. Pendant de 
longues anndes, Lord Cromer avait dresse ses collaborateurs a lutter contre la France ; 
et au point de vue Britannique, ce systeme, vu les circonstances, dtait ldgitimo. Puis 
un jour est venu ou pour des raisons d’ordre trds gdndral, les Cabinets de Paris et de 
Londres ont ddcide de poser les armes. Aprds la rdconciliation, les Chefs des deux 
Gouvernements ont avec une loyaute parfaite adapte leur conduite au “ nouveau 
cours.’’ Mais certains subalternes, d’esprit moins large et moins souple, n’ont pas su 
s’affranchir de leurs vieilles habitudes. Us ont continud, aprds 1’entente, a vivre de 
tracasseries et de taquineries mesquines. Mr. Dunlop dtait du nombre. C’est lui qui, 
par des vexations de tout genre, est parvenu a exaspdrer M. Lambert. C’est lui qui 
l’a acculd au geste de coldre dans lequel il a donnd sa ddmission, sans mdme, ce qui 
fut un tort, aviser de cette rdsolution l’Agence Diplomatique de France au Caire. 

Des homines tels que Mr. Dunlop ne rdpondent eertainement pas aux intentions 
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de Sir Eldon Gorst, de Sir Edward Grey et du Roi d’Angleterre lui-meme. Or, il y a 
en Egypte un peu trop de Dunlop. Sans doute, il dtait impossible de les deplacer 
immddiatement. Mais voila plus de trois ans que l’entente cordiale existe et se 
resserre; et peut-etre serait-il temps de trouver pour une situation nouvelle des 
hommes nouveaux. Les Frangais d’Egypto qui representent des interets matdricls et 
moraux considdrables ont droit a un traitemont de faveur. Les fonctionnaires Anglais 
de l’deole Dunlop leur appliquent vdritablement un traitement de ddfaveur que rien ne 
justifie, que rien n’explique, que rien n’excuse. La confiance reciproque qui 
caracterise les relations Franco-Anglaises nous permet—disons mieux: nous com¬ 
mando—d’exprimer ce sentiment en toute franchise. Ce n’est pas ici le cas de se 
demander comme dans un vaudeville cdldbre: Doit-on le dire ? Entre amis comme 
entre allids, il faut tout se dire. Autrefois avec la Russio nous avons abuse de la 
politique du silence et de la subalternite : cela n’a rdussi, ni a clle, ni a nous qui, pour 
n’avoir pas su la retenir en 1903, avons eu, en 1905, le Maroc sur les bras. Avec 
l’Angleterre, nation pratique et franche, ne craignons jamais de parler franchement et 
pratiquement. Elle nous en estimera plus. Et nous nous on trouverons mieux. 


[24378] No. 9. 

Sir Edward Grey to Mr. des Graz. 

(No. 96.) 

Sir, Foreign Office , July 18, 1907. 

THE Italian Ambassador spoke to me again as to the importance of our 
meeting the Italian proposal for some definition of the frontier between Egypt and 
Cyrenaica. He wished to explain that a cloud had passed over the relations between 
England and Italy when the Agreement, of 1899 was made between England and 
France respecting the hinterland, Tripoli, and Cyrenaica, without the knowledge of 
Italy and, as she believed, to her prejudice. This cloud left traces of feeling that for 
the time had been very deep. Had it not been so, the course of events in intervening 
years might have been different. Since this Italy had made a Convention with France, 
which defined the frontier between Tunis and Cyrenaica, so that Italy was reassured 
on that side, and the result had been happier relations with France. 

There were now people in Italy who feared that there might be encroachments on 
the part of England from the Egyptian side, and it was absolutely necessary that the 
Italian Government should be able to calm these apprehensions by saying that they 
had the certainty that there was no ground for them. 

I told the Ambassador that from the point of view of general policy and friendliness 
with Italy I was still, as I had originally expressed myself, in principle ready to meet 
his views, but for a year and a-half it had been my endeavour to prevent the question 
of the western frontier of Egypt being raised with the Turkish Government. They 
were sure to hear of negotiations. They would take alarm, and we should have the 
same difficulty and annoyance about the western frontier that we had last year in the 
Sinai Peninsula. There was, therefore, the greatest reluctance on the part of those 
who knew the circumstances on the spot to enter into any negotiations which would 
raise the question of the frontier. 

The Ambassador said that this would never become known. 

I said that I was sure lhat the Turkish Government would get to hear of it, and, 
if the Italian Government made reference in Parliament to assurances, it would be 
known that something existed. 

\ The Ambassador continued to urge that the matter was most important from the 
point of view of general policy, but he attached no special importance to the form which 
the Italian Government had proposed. He would leave it to us to suggest any form or 
formula which were most safe. 

I said all that I could suggest was that we should promise to keep the Italian 
Government informed of anything which took place with the Porte regarding the 
frontier, and to tell them what communication we had already made to the Turkish 
Government in connection with it. I would give in general terms every assurance that 
we did not mean to oncroach, and I reminded the Ambassador that, so far from our 
policy being one of encroachment in Africa, it was the liberaPdisposition which we had 
shown with regard to Italian communication between the possessions in the event 
of a break up of Abyssinia which had made the Tripartite Agreement about Abyssinia 
possible. 

The Ambassador quite admitted this, but he urged that the circumstances might 
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change. I could not guarantee that I should be at the Foreign Office for the next 
twenty years, or that our policy would never change. The whole question of encroach¬ 
ment depended upon an understanding of what was encroachment and what was not. 
For instance, without the oases of Kufrah and Girarba, Cyrenaica was useless, and an 
assurance that we regarded these as being outside the frontier of Egypt was very much 
desired. 

I said that it was a very difficult matter, and that all I could do was to promise to 
discuss it further with Sir Eldon Gorst. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) E. GREY. 


[24060] No. 10. 

Mr Graham, to Sir Edward Grey. —( Received July 19.) 

(No. 51.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Ramleh , July 19, 1907. 

I AM informed by the Minister for Foreign Affairs that the Russian Government 
desire to appoint M. Olorovsky, Minister in Siam, as their Commissioner on the 
*• Caisse de la Dette.” He proposed to agree, provided that we have no objection to 
this candidate. I presume that we have none. 


[24061] No. 11. 

Sir F. Bertie to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 20.) 

(No. 358.) 

Sir, Paris, July 19, 1907. 

With reference to my despatch No. 352 of the 12th instant, I have the honour 
to transmit to you herewith copies of a further article which appears in the “Temps ” 
of to-day’s date on the subject of the appointment of Mr. Hill as Director of the 
Khedivial School of Law in Cairo. M. Clemenceau informed an English newspaper 
correspondent a few days ago that the articles in the “ Temps ” expressed the senti¬ 
ments of the French Government on this matter. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) FRANCIS BERTIE. 


Inclosure in No. 11. 

Extract from the “ Temps ” of July 19, 1907. 


L’Affaire Lambert et Sir Edward Grey. 

MR. RUTHERFORD, Membre de la Chambre des Communes, ayant demand^ 
avant-hicr des explications a Sir Edward Grey sur l’affaire Lambert que nous 
avons exposee il y a liuit jours, le Secretaire d’Etat aux Affaires Etranghres a 
rhpondu:— 

1. Que la demission de M. Lambert, Directeur de l’Ecole Khediviale de Droit, 
dtait le rdsultat d’un malentendu entre lui et lo Ministhre de l’Instruction Publique; 

2. Que Mr. Hill, sujet Anglais, avait et6 nomme a sa place en raison des 
demandes croissantes des etudiants a l’effet d’etre admis dans la section Anglaise de 
l’hcole; 

3. Que “ rion ne justifiait la supposition que eette nomination fht contraire h 
l’esprit de l’Accord Anglo-Fran 9 ais de 1904.” 

Cette rdponse de Sir Edward Grey passe it c6td de la question. Est-co pour cela 
que, par une exception singulihre, nous n’avons pu en trouver trace ni dans le 
“ Times,” ni dans un certain nombre d’autres grands journaux ? Quoi qu’il en soit, 
fiddles a la methode de franchise que nous avons definie Jeudi dernier, nous croyons 
convenable de prdciser le ddbat et de rappeler pourquoi il intdresse directement la 
France.- 
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Le Secretaire 1’Etat aux Affaires Etranghres prdtend que la dernidre decision de 
Mr. Dunlop n’est pas contraire h l’esprit du Traitd de 1904, qui estun esprit d’amitih. 
Nous avons expliqud ddja pourquoi nous sommes d’un avis different. Mais nous 
devons ajouterque 1’acte inamical que nous regrettons n’est pas un acte isole. La 
lutte contre l’Ecole Khediviale de Droit et contre l’enseignement Franyais a toujours 
fait partie du progamme de Lord Cromer. Dans son dernier Rapport, il dcrivait: 
“ Il y aurait intdret, a engager les jeunes gens a entreprendre d’autres etudes [que le 
droit.] ” Cette annee aux examens du certificat d'aptitude, qui mdne au baccalaurdat 
Egyptien, sur 91 elhves de la section Francaise, quinze seulement ont 4td admis, 
alors qui presque tous ceux de la section Anglaise recevaient leur diplhme. Peut-on 
croire que le merite supdrieur de ces derniers expliquait seul cette indgalite de traite- 
ment? Dans d’autres services publics, la methode est la meme. Quand l’an passd 
il a fallu noramcr un ingdnieur en chef pour la ville d’Alexandrie, au candidat 
Franyais, homme d’hge et de valeur, qui avait fait ses preuves au service de la municipality 
Parisicnne, on a prdferd un jeune Anglais de trente et un ans qui n’avait aucune esphee 
de titres. Demhme aujourd’hui a un professeur Franyais de la valeur de M. Lambert 
on donne pour successeur Mr. Hill, qui a passd il y a trois ans sa licence en droit. 
Mr. Dunlop est d’ailleurs coutumier de ces choix oh. le bien des etudes n’entre pas en 
ligne. 

C’est lui qui a appeld un Mr. Young, pourvu d’un diplhme littdraire, a une 
chaire de chimie et physique ; lui qui a fait enseigner par un Mr. Bowden Smith, diplhmd 
hs sciences, la littdrature Anglaise, pour le nommer un an aprhs Inspecteur des 
Finances, tandis que Mr. Young abandonnait la chimie pour devenir Chef du Service de 
1’Arpentage. C’est lui enfin qui a choisi un jour pour enseigner les mathematiques un 
certain Mr. Blatchley dont la crasse ignorance fit un tel scandale qu’il dut au plus 
vite demissionner. 

C’est plus qu’il n’en faut pour estimer d’abord que Mr. Dunlop peut se tromper, 
ensuite que ses erreurs ou celles de ses collhgues de la meme ecole ont souvent une 
pointe anti-Franyaise. Mais il y a plus. Et c’est avec le Traitd de 1904 en main 
que nous soutenons que cette politique est contraire aux engagements pris vis-a-vis de 
France. Ce Traite porte simplement: “ Les Ecoles Franyaises en Egypte continueront 
h jouir de la meme liherte que par le passd.” Ces dcoles, qui sont importantes, puisqu’au 
Caire seulement il y a 8,000 enfants sur leurs bancs, fonctionnent librement. Mais 
Lord Cromer a trouvd le moyen d’arreter lour developpcment en les frappant par un 
detour. Il n’a pas pu les atteindre dans le present. Maisil les a mcnacees gravement 
dans l’avenir en refusant l’equivalence au diplhme de bachelier des dcoles Franyaises 
])Oiu* l’admission aux fonctions administatives Kgyptit-nnes. Ce faisant, on oblige les 
families a opter pour leurs fils entre l’enseignement Anglais ou l’exclusion des fonctions 
publiques. On respecte la “ liherte ” des dcoles Franyaises. Mais on viole celle de 
leurs dlhves en leur fermant la porte des carrieres administratives. Pourtant la 
plupart des eldves des ecoles Franyaises, stirs de trouver a l’Ecole Khediviale de Droit 
un enseignement Franyais supportaient cet ostracismc et passaient le baecalaureat 
Egyptien pour y pouvoir entrer. En anglicisant l’Ecole de Droit, c’est toutes les 
Ecoles Franyaises primaires et secondaires qu’on frappe Car lorsqu’il sera clair 
qu’elles ne peuvont ouvrir a leurs elhvos aucune carrihre, les families, bon gre mal 
grd, les ddserteront. 

Nous aflirmons done que la politique que Sir Edward Grey a ddfinie avec desin- 
volture comrae parfaitement correete est en contradiction directo avec l’esprit, sinon 
avec la lettro, du Traite du 8 Avril, 1904. Nous prdtendons qu’elle est dirigee nettement 
centre les ecoles Franyaises que l’Angleterre a promis de respecter. Et c’est a 
Fopinion Anglaise clle-mome, mal renseignde, jusqu’ici, que nous faisons appel. Si 
nous insistons, ce n’est pas pour le vain plaisir de prouver que nous avons raison. C’est 
parce que l’enseignement du Franyais en Egypte n’est pas seulement une force morale 
a laquelle nous tenons, mais aussi un instrument d’action dconomique auquel nous ne 
pouvons renoncor. Si lo Franyais perdait du terrain, nous verrions diminuer, avec le 
nombre des personnes qui lisent nos livres, nos journaux, nos catalogues, nos 
prospectus, le chiffre de notre commerce. Or, ce commerce vaut la peine d’etre 
ddfendu. Nous sommes, de par lui, au second rang. Par les actions du Suez, notre 
compte a la Dette, notre participation au Credit Foncier d’Egypte, nous avons sur le 
Nil trois milliards de capitaux. Nous n’avons jamais promis de nous ddsinteresser 
de ces intdrhts materiels et de ces interhts moraux. Nous les ddfendons. Quoi de 
plus naturel ? 

Notre engagement de 1904 se borne a l’abandon de toute action politique anti- 
Anglaisc en Egypte. Cet engagement, nous l’avons tenu et nous le tiendrons 
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Scrupuleusement, Mais sur le terrain 6conomique comme sur le terrain intellectuel, 
nous n’avons souscrit aucune renonciation et nous n’en consentirons aucune. Nous 
esp6rons que le Gouvernement Frangais saura le rappeler amicalement au Cabinet 
Britannique. Apr6s le discours de Sir Edward Grey, qui tdmoigne d’une insuffisante 
information, nous tenions ce rappel pour indispensable. Car ce sont les bons coinptes 
qui font les bons amis, et eomme disait Gambetta: “ On n’est aimd des Anglais que 
si l’on s’en fait respecter.” 


[24243] No. 12. 

Mr. Graham to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 22.) 

(No. 112.) 

Sir, Ramleh , July 11, 1907. 

WITH reference to Sir E. Gorst’s despatch No. 98 of the 22nd ultimo, I have the 
the honour to report that, according to reports received from Mongalla, which have been 
transmitted to me by the Government of the Soudan, the Belgians are preparing to send 
the majority of their men back to the Congo Free State from the Lado Enclave and 
to evacuate the latter, with the exception of the posts at Yei, Loka, Rejaf, Lado, and 
Kiro. 

I llclVG &C. 

(Signed) ’ RONALD GRAHAM. 


[24246] No. 13. 

Mr. Graham to Sir Edward Grey. —( Received July 22.) 

(No. 115.) 

Sir, Ramleh, July 15, 1907. 

I HAVE the honour to report that a slight disturbance occurred last week at the 
village of Saft Khalad, in the Province of Behera, owing to the objections entertained 
by the villagers to an inclosure and roads which were being constructed by Prince 
Kemal-ed-Din Pasha, the son of Prince Hussein Kemal Pasha, and a cousin of the 
Khedive. The Prince, who happened to be present at the time, was struck by a brick. 

The matter is of small importance, but as it is possible that exaggerated accounts 
may appear in the press, I inclose herewith a report from the Chief of the Parquet 
at Damanhour giving particulars of the incident. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) RONALD GRAHAM. 


Inclosure in No. 13. 

Report by Mohamed Ibrahim on the Disturbances in the Behera Province. 

COMME suite aux deux depeches a vous euvoyees liier relativement au cas dans 
lequel son Altesse le Prince Kamal-el-Dine Pacha a ete l’objet de voies de fait au 
village de Saft Khaled, district d’Etiay-el-Baroud, nous vous informons dans quelles 
circonstances ce fait est arrive, tel qu’il ressort de l’enquete. 

Son Altesse le Prince procite a voulu entourer le village de Saft Khaled, relevant 
du Taftiche, d’une cloture qui scrvirait de rempart pour empeclier les vols qui 
pourraient y etre perpetres a l’exemple des autres Chifliks. H a voulu aussi crecr dans 
le village en question deux rues se terminant a des portails a pratiquer clans la cloture. 
H a par consequent donne des ordres dans ce sens au mamour du Taftiche. Celui-ei, 
ayant constate que la bande de terrain tout autour du village sur laquellc la cloture 
devait etre batie pr^sentait des irregularites de hauteur, a fait venir deux “ cassabiehs ” 
(instruments cVagriculture pour rendre uni le sol) et une charrue dans le but de 
proc6der a l’aplanissoment du sol. L’entreprise du mamour a regu une opposition de 
la part des habitants, cpii ont demand^ au mamour de cesser cette entreprise et se sont 
opposes aux laboureurs. Le nazir des bestiaux a repousse les habitants en donnant a 
quelques-uns d’entre eux des coups avec une canne. Quelques femmes, alors sur les 
toits, ont lance des briques contre les hommes qui travaillaient. Par hasard, son 
Altesse le Prince 6tait a ce moment arrive pour voir le travail. Une brique l'a 
involontairement atteint sans que la femme qui l’avait jetee fut connue. Cette brique 
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a cause au Prince une blessure qui necessite cinq jours de traitement. Le mamour du 
Taftiche a eu une meurtrissure qui necessite une semaine de traitement. Le nazir cleB 
bestiaux a eu une contusion qui disparait sans traitement. 

L’Omdeh a depose que le mamour a donne des coups a Saved Eteimah ; que le 
nazir a donne avec une canne des coups ne necessitant pas de traitement a Mohamed 
Abou Eicha et a Abdel Rahman Marii. 

Son Altesse le Prince a declare devant nous qu’il n’a rien eu, que la question etait 
tres simple et qu’il ne voulait pas faire de denonciation, si le mamour ne s’etait pas 
empresse de le faire. 

Considerant que ces faits constituent une infraction de markaz, nous avons confie 
les pieces au mamour du district pour la suite a donner et nous nous sommes entendus 
avec lui de classer l’affaire sans suite pour non-importance, comme le desire son Altesse 
le Prince. 

Le Chef du Parquet de Damanhour, 
(Signe) MOHAMED IBRAHIM. 

Le 13 Juillet, 1907. 

M. l’Avocat-General pres les Tribunaux Indigenes. 


[24447] No. 14 

Mr. Graham to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 22.) 

(No. 52.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Ramleh, July 22, 1907. 

FOLLOWING repeated to Constantinople :— 

“ Solium frontier: Sir E. Gorst’s despatch No. S8 of the 8th June. 

“ A Turkish patrol consisting of about twenty men has arrived at Allam Tagdeeda. 
This point lies about 15 miles east of Solium, and 10 miles to the westward of Bagbag, 
where there is an Egyptian post detached from Sidi Barani consisting' of ten men. 
The collection of taxes from Bedouins claimed as Turkish is the probable reason for 
this incursion. No attempt has, however, been made to carry this into effect, and the 
success of such an attempt is, in any case, unlikely. A careful watch is being kept 
on the proceedings of the Turkish force.” 


[24561] No. 15. 

Consul-General Alvarez to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 23.) 

Sir, Tripoli, July 1C, 1907. 

I HAVE the honour to report having heard from Derna yesterday that the Italian 
Consular Agent had telegraphed to Rome that Bomba had been occupied by British 
troops and that a military post had been established there. As this seemed to me in 
the highest degree unlikely, I made inquiries from the Marshal this morning, with 
the result that I learn that his Excellency has received no report on the subject 
from the Commander of the Forces at Bonghazy, and does not believe in the statement 
made. In all probability Signor Aronne lias confused Bomba with a place called 
Bamba or Vamba, 10 or 18 hours west of Matruk, where tho Marshal had previously 
told me an Egyptian military post had been established. Your attention is particularly 
called, Sir, to tho vigilance displayed by the Italian Representative at Derna in looking 
after the integrity of a territory which docs not belong to his Government. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) JUSTIN ALVAREZ. 


[24060] No. 16. 

Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Graham. 

(No. 22.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, July 23, 1907. 

CAISSE de la Dette. Your telegram No. 51. 

His Majesty’s Government have no objection. 
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[20987] 


No. 17. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Hardinge. 

(No. 72.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, July 29, 1907. 

WITH reference to my despatch. No. 65, Confidential, of the 5th instant, 
relative to the settlement of frontier difficulties in the Lado Enclave, I have to 
inform yon that I have consulted His Majesty’s Agent and Consul-General at Cairo, 
who is at present in this country on leave of absence from his post, as to whether 
it was advisable to accept the proposal put forward by the King Sovereign of the 
Independent Congo State that the best way of disposing of any incidents which might 
occur would be for the Soudanese and Congolese authorities on the spot to report them 
to their respective Govermnents as they arose, without making any attempt to settle 
them themselves. 

Sir E. Gorst has stated that he sees no objection to the acceptance of this 
suggestion, and you are accordingly authorized to make a communication to the 
Congolese Government to the effect that His Majesty’s Government are willing to 
acquiesce in the course proposed by His Majesty. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) E. GREY. 


[ 25491 ] No. IS. 

Sir A. Hardinge to Sir Edward Grey. —( Received July 31.) 

(No. 112.) 

Sir, Coq-sur-Mer, July 30, 1907. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith a Memorandum just received by me 
from the Congo Government on the subject of a difference of opinion between the 
Soudanese and Congolese officers engaged on the survey for the Nile-Congo Railway, 
respecting the nature of their labours, and to request your instructions with regard 
to it. I shall see M. de Clivelier in a day or two. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) ARTHUR H. HARDINGE. 


Inclosure in No. 18. 

Memorandum. 

UNE divergence d’opinion semhle exister entre les Agents respectifs sur l’ohjet 
de la mission chargee des travaux d’dtude du cliemin de for. 

La Commission ayant effeetue deux itineraires de reconnaissance generale dans 
l’Enclave de Lado, les Agents du Gouvernement Soudanais sont sous l’impression que 
la Commission n’a pas a s’occuper de 1’etude ddtailtee de tracds, tandis que les Agents 
du Gouvernement du Congo conskterent qu’ils doivent se livrer ii une etude suffisaniment 
complete pour qu’il soit possible de se rendre compte des travaux qui seront neeessaires 
pour la construction de la ligne ct du coht approximate de eette construction. 

Pour que le travail en commun de la Commission puisse se continuer utilement, 
il conviendrait que les Agents respectifs regoivent des instructions identiques, et le 
Gouvernement du Congo est d’avis que les releves de la Commission n’auront d’utilitd 
reelle que s’ils mettent les deux Gouvernements en possession de donndes precises sur 
les travaux que necessitera la construction et les frais qu’elle entrainera. 

Bruxelles, le 30 Juillet, 1907. 


[25626] No. 19. 

Mr. Graham to Sir Edward Grey.—(deceived August 1.) 

(No. 119.) 

Sir, Ramleh, July 22, 1907. 

WITH reference to Sir E. Gorst’s despatch No. 88 of the 8th ultimo, I have the 
honour to report that I have received news this morning from Sidi Barani that a Turkish 


force consisting of about twenty men is now at a place called Allan) Tagdeeda, about 
15 miles east of Solium and 10 miles west of Ragbag, where there is an Egyptian outpost 
of ten men detached from Sidi Barani. 

The Officer Commanding at Sidi Barani proceeded to the spot and had conversations 
with the officer commanding the force and also with the Turkish Commander at Solium. 
I inclose a copy of his report. You will observe that the Turkish officers complained of 
the advice tendered to the Bedouins by one of the guides attached to the Egyptian 
coast-guards and also of the latter patrolling the neighbourhood. It is, however, 
probable that the motive inspiring this incursion is the desire to collect taxes from the 
Bedouins who have in many instances migrated recently from Tripoli in order to avoid 
Turkish taxation and conscription. But I understand that in no case have the Bedouins 
in Egyptian territory paid such taxes, that they would not do so unless compelled by 
force, and that they would, if compelled to pay, at once lodge a complaint at the nearest 
Egyptian post. I may add that the Turkish force has not so far taken any action in the 
sense indicated, and that the Egyptian coast-guards will continue to confine themselves 
strictly to an attitude of observation. It is probable that alter a brief stay at Allam 
Tagdeeda, where their presence is of small importance, the Turks will return to 
Solium. 

In the meantime, unless further developments occur, it is not proposed to take 
any action in the matter, as the position of the Egyptian Government has been 
sufficiently clearly defined in the recent telegram to the Grand Yizier transmitted to you 
on the 12th ultimo. 

A copy of this despatch has been sent to His Majesty’s Ambassador at Con¬ 
stantinople. 

1 liavG &c 

A (Signed) ’ RONALD GRAHAM. 

i| _ 

i 

Inclosure in No. 19. 

Report by the Officer Commanding Mersa Matroo. 

(Translation.) 

Ihi accordance with your telephonic orders, I started at 5 a.m. on the 16th instant, 
accompanied by ten anfar and one guide, for Bagbag station in order to inquire into the 
cause of arrival of Turkish soldiers at Allam Tagdeeda. 

At 10 a.m. on the way I met the secret informer whom I had sent for the purpose. 
This informer told me he had passed the night at the Turkish camp in a friendly 
way, and that they had with them five tents, seventeen soldiers, and one Bedouin *as a 
* guide; that this Bedouin told our informer that the Turkish force intend going to 
Sidi Barani, and that 1,000 extra soldiers and fourteen guns will come straight by sea to 
Sidi Barani to reinforce them. 

Therefore I took the informer with me and went to Bagbag. There the Bash 
Shawish in charge told me that he went to the Turkish camp on the 15th instant, but 
they told him not to come there again, and requested him to send them the officer in 
charge at Sidi Barani. 

I therefore took the force at Bagbag with me as well and went to Allam Tagdeeda. 
I dismounted at a distance of 2 kilom. from the Turkish camp and, taking two soldiers 
with me, w ent on foot thereto. A Bedouin named Milad, who is working witli the Turks 
as guide, ordered us to stop. I gave him my card. He went to the camp and 
then allowed us to pass on. There I found five tents, two watches—one looking 
towards the sea, the other towards the road —and one sentry to guard the tents. 

There I met one Mulazim Awal, Hag Marouf by name, one Mulazim Tani, Ali 
Effendi. I asked them as to the reason of their coming to that place, and they told me 
that a certain guide belonging to the coast-guards named Khalafalla Hemeda comes 
with the coast-guard patrol to the neighbourhood and speaks to the Bedouins, saying, 
why do they pay taxes to the Turkish Government whilst they are living in Egyptian 
territory, &c. ? That the Turkish Government does not exercise justice, and that if he 
saw one of the soldiers he would thrash him. They then told me that the Bedouins 
i living in the neighbourhood belonged to Haboon, Kataan, and Rahamna tribes who 

belong to the Turkish Government, and that the guide in question comes to the 
“Karmoos’’ of the Bedouins and cuts it; that when the said Bedouins complained 
to the Turks of the action of this guide and the patrol of the coast-guards they 
came and camped at that place by order of Sagli Hamdy Effendi, the Turkish officer, 
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in order to prevent the coast-guards patrolling in that neighbourhood, and that they 
(the Turkish patrol) would not return to Solium until they received orders. 

I then asked them if that place was the boundary limit to the east of Solium, 
and they answered that it belongs to Solium and that Bagbag is the boundary 
limit. They also said that Sagh Hamdy Effendi wanted to see me at Solium. I 
therefore started with one Ombashi from the Turkish force and took with me four 
anfar, one guide, and the brother of Sheikh Weheda, The remainder of our force 
returned to Bagbag. 

On arrival at Solium I met Sagh Hamdy Efifendi, who complained to me of the 
action of the coast-guard guide and patrol towards the Turkish Bedouins, saying that 
the coast-guard patrol should not come again to the Turkish camp, because the Bedouins 
living there belong to the Turkish Government; that if the telephone line is brought 
to Ragbag station he must take a force and camp at Bagbag itself, because it is the 
boundary limit. I told him that the patrol comes to this neighbourhood only to search 
for contraband, and has nothing to do with the Bedouins, and as to the guide, I will 
have him replaced by another. But he said that the coast-guard patrol should not come 
at all to the Turkish Bedouins. I then left him and returned to Ragbag. 'The distance 
from Bagbag to Allam Tagdeeda is about two hours, and that from Allam Tagdecda to 
Solium is three hours. 

In my opinion, the Turks are spreading news among the Bedouins that the 
boundary-line is at Bomba (Sidi Barani), or at least Bagbag, and are fiightening the 
Bedouins by saying that forces are coming by sea and land in order to be able to obtain 
from the Bedouins what they can, such as money, taxes, &c. I think they will remain 
for a few days at Allam Tagdeeda, and then return to Solium when they have done with 
collection of tax, &e. 

(Signed) SID AHMED xVBOU SHADI, 

Mulazim Tani. 

Officer Commanding Mersa Matroo sends the above for the information of the 
Desert Directoiate. lie says that this officer has been ordered to inquire into the 
accusation against the guide and to report, so that, in case it is true, the Officer 
Commanding will see about his discharge. He also says that ho has given order.-, to 
the officer not to go to the boundary or elsewhere without his instructions. 


[26129] No. 20. 

Mr. Graham to Sir Edward Greu.—(Received Auqust 6.) 

(No. 122.) 

Sir, Ramleh, July 25, 1907. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 115 of the loth instant, I have the honour to 
report that, immediately after I had received the news of the incident at Saft Khalad, a 
telegram reached me from the inhabitants of that village protesting against the action 
taken by Prince Kernal-cd-Din Pasha as arbitrary and illegal, and requesting me to 
interfere in the matter. 

Intervention in a dispute of this kind, unless thoroughly justified by circumstances, 
is evidently undesirable. I therefore took no immediate action, but waited until an 
Inspector of the Ministry of the Interior, who was in the neighbourhood, could proceed 
to the scene as though in the course of his ordinary tour through the district, and 
furnish me with particulars. 

The facts of the case would appear to be as follows :— 

The origin of the dispute was the claim to a piece of land in the village. The 
Prince considered that the whole of the village, as well as the cultivated lands belonging 
to it, formed part of his estate, to he dealt with as he pleased. The villagers, on the 
other hand, maintained that continued occupation of the land of the village, where they 
and their forefathers had dwelt for generations, constituted a right to continue in 
possession. Since the time when Mohammed Ali appropriated the land of Saft Khalad, 
the inhabitants have continued to inhabit their houses in the village and to pay the 
police tax. 

When, therefore, Prince Kemal-ed-Din proposed to build a fence round the village 
as a protection against thieves, and to level a piece of ground and to demolish some 
houses for that purpose, the villagers protested against the scheme as an infringement of 
their rights, and when the Mamur of the Prince’s estate proceeded with workmen, 
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ploughs, and shovels to the spot to carry out the work, several of them attempted to 
prevent him. The Mamur tried to proceed forcibly with his work. A disturbance then 
arose; the women on the neighbouring roofs began to pelt the Prince’s men with bricks 
and stones, and the Prince himself, happening to arrive in order to inspect the work, 
was struck by a stone. 

The Mamur reported the assault and a case was opened, but was, on the advice of 
the Mudir and the “ Chef de Parquet,” filed as unimportant. The Prince himself, 
recognizing that he had acted wrongly, was unwilling to prosecute it further. It is 
evident that, however good a claim to the land and houses the Prince might have, he 
had no right to take forcible possession and to destroy houses against the will of those 
who were, and had been for some time past, in actual occupation. His proper course 
was to obtain a judgment of the Courts in his favour against the occupiers, instead of 
taking the law into his own hands. 

It appears probable that the Prince will lay the question before the Courts. In the 
meantime, instructions have been sent to the local authorities to prevent any aggressive 
action by his employes against the villagers. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) ' RONALD GRAHAM. 


[26098] No. 21. 

Sir A. Hardinqe to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received Auqust 6.) 

(No. 117.) 

Sir, Brussels, August 2, 1907. 

• I ASKED M. de Cuvclicr this afternoon if he could explain to mo more precisely 
the nature of the divergence of views between the Congolese and Soudanese Com¬ 
missioners for the preliminary survey of the Nile-Congo Railway, mentioned in the 
note verbale which I had the honour to transmit to you in my despatch No. 112 of the 
30tli ultimo. I Avas, I said, without any information of my own on the subject, either 
from London or Cairo. 

Ho replied that in Eebruary last, Avhen the Congolese Commissioner first reached 
the Lado Enclave the Soudan Government had suggested a rough general survey, hut 
had at the same time expressed a willingness to make a more detailed one (“ de faire 
des dtudes ddtaillees) if the Congolese Representative desired it. He had instructed 
the latter to press for such a detailed survey, and had been under the impression that 
an agreement to this effect had been arrived at. The Representatives of the two 
Governments had begun by making two rapid general reconnaissances, one result of 
which had been to establish that the original line suggested by the Congo Government 
along the River Kaya Avas undesirable, and further that it might be necessary before 
the submission of recommendations to extend the survey operations to the Eree State 
territory situated on the other side of the Nile-Congo Avatershed, a proposal to Avhioh 
the Congo Government had intimated its readiness to assent. 

The Congolese Commissioner noAV Avished to supplement these rough preliminary 
operations by a move technical and detailed examination of alternative routes, but his 
Soudanese colleague, Major Nowcome, had declared himself unable to agree to this, 
as lie Avas not authorized to come to any decision on (he subject, and had proposed that 
the matter should he discussed at Cairo between the two Governments, and a represen¬ 
tative of the future Raihvay Company next October. This appeared to M. de Cuvelier 
a waste of time. He agreed that the Commissioners could not come to a decision 
Avithout reference to their Governments. But unless they proceeded to a thorough, as 
distinct from a superficial, survey, they would not have in their possession the necessary 
elements of information on which the Governments Avould have to decide, and the 
obvious thing seemed to him that they should utilize the months between uoav and 
October for their collection. They Avould thus acquire the fuller material for the 
reports and recommendations by them, on which the tAvo Governments Avould act, and 
Avithout Avhich the proposed Conference at Cairo could hardly bo expected to yield any 
early or practical results. 

T asked if physical difficulties occasioned by the rainy season impeded a detailed 
survey during the summer. M. de Cuvelier said he thought not, as the Soudanese 
officers were apparently engaged in survey work in the Enclave in the direction of 
Duffle and Watlelai, in Avhich, as it had no direct hearing on the question of the Nile- 
Congo Raihvay, M. Slosse, the Congo Representative, saw no utility in joining. What 
he would wish Avas that both Governments should send identic instructions to their 
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respective local Agents to follow up the superficial reconnaissances already completed 
by a more thorough and more technical examination of alternative routes, so as to he 
able to report on them with fuller knowledge when the question was discussed at 
Cairo in October. This mode of procedure had, he believed, been approved by the 
Earl of Cromer, to judge by a letter which the latter had written a few months ago to 
M. Maskens, the late Belgian Representative in Egypt. 

I do not, of course, know on what grounds the Soudan Government has adopted 
the attitude described by M. de Cuvelier; but at first sight there seems a good deal to 
be said for the arguments employed by him, and I have accordingly the honour to 
suggest that these arguments should be examined and considered in the proper 
quarter on our side with a view to an agreement, if possible, on the question of 
procedure. As Sir Eldon Gorst and the Sirdar are both, I believe, just now at home 
you may find it convenient to consult them on the question. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) ARTHUR H. HARDINGE. 


[25491] No. 22. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Hardinge. 

(No. 75.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, August 9, 1907. 

I HAVE received your despatch No. 112 of the 30th ultimo, forwarding a copy 
of a Memorandum which you have received from the Government of the Independent 
Congo State relative to a difference of opinion respecting the nature of their labours 
which has arisen between the Soudanese and Congolese officers engaged in the survey 
for the Nile-Congo Railway. 

Before furnishing you with the instructions which you request as to the answer 
which you should return to this communication, I have thought it advisable to learn 
the views of the Soudanese Government on the subject, and I have therefore forwarded 
a copy of your despatch to His Majesty’s Acting Agent and Consul-General at Cairo, 
with instructions to ascertain them and report them to me at as early a date as possible. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) E. GREY. 


[25491] No. 23. 

Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Graham. 

(No. 217.) 

Sir, Foreign Ofhce, August 9, 1907. 

I TRANSMIT to you herewith copy of a despatch from His Majesty’s Minister 
at Brussels," forwarding copy of a Memorandum which he has received from the 
Government of the Independent Congo State, relative to a difference of opinion 
respecting the nature of their labours which has arisen between the Soudanese and 
Congolese officers engaged in the survey for the Nile-Congo Railway. 

Before furnishing Sir A. Hardinge with the instructions which lie requests as to 
the answer which he should return to this communication, I should bo glad to learn 
the views of the Soudanese Government on the subject, and I have accordingly to 
instruct you to take steps to ascertain them, and to report them to me at as early a 
date as possible. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) E. GREY. 


[26924] No. 24. 

Mr. Graham to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 12.) 

(No. 131.) 

Sir, Ramieh , August 3, 1907. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 119 of the 22nd ultimo, I have the honour 
to report that on the 19tli ultimo the Turkish officer in command of the force at Allain 
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Tagdeeda, which had apparently been brought up to the strength of forty men, 
addressed a letter, copy of which I inclose, to the Egyptian Commander at Sidi Barani, 
complaining of the presence of Egyptian patrols in the neighbourhood. 

A few days later an Egyptian officer from Marsa Matroo saw the Turkish Officer 
Commanding at Solium, who appears to have agreed to the patrols, and at the same 
time to have stated that the Turkish force would be recalled from Allam Tagdeeda if 
the Egyptian post left Bagbag. The Commander at Marsa Matroo proposed to comply 
with this suggestion. As, however, it seems very probable that the next step to the 
Egyptian evacuation of Bagbag would be an occupation of that point by the Turkish 
troops, whose presence there would give much inconvenience, I caused instructions to 
be sent to Marsa Matroo that the post at Bagbag was to be kept up to its present 
strength of ten men, but that the Turkish Commander might he informed privately 
that the day the Turkish troops left Allam Tagdeeda, the Bagbag force would be 
reduced to a mere post of observation of a corporal and three men. At the same time, 
in order to avoid the possibility of an incident, orders were given that no Egyptian 
patrols should proceed in the direction of Allam Tagdeeda. 

A Report dated the 28th July has just been received from Marsa Matroo, stating 
that the Turkish troops have left Allam Tagdeeda for Solium, leaving only one officer 
and five men behind them, and that this small force will also be withdrawn shortly. 
In view of this news, instructions have been issued to reduce the post at Bagbag to 
one non-commissioned officer and three men. The orders that no Egyptian patrols are 
to proceed in the direction of the Turkish camp so long as any troops remain there 
have been confirmed.*' 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) RONALD GRAHAM. 
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Inclosure in No. 24. 

Turkish Commander at Allam Tagdeeda to Egyptian Commander at Sidi Barani Station. 
(Translation.) 

I HAVE told you not to send patrols to this place as you have nothing to do 
with it, but I see you are still sending a nafar and a guide to patrol during the last 
two days. As the Turkish forces are camping here, your patrols will do nothing but 
create disturbances. 

In future, therefore, do not send any patrols. In case you send them, they will 
be dealt with according to Military Regulations. 

This notice is sufficiently clear. 

(Signed) AHMED HAMDY, Sayh. 

July 19, 1907. 


[26848] No. 25. 

Sir N. O'Conor to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received Auqust 12.) 

(No. 487.) 

Sir, Therapia, Angus 6, 1907. 

YOU will have received from His Majesty’s Consul-General at Tripoli a copy of 
his despatch to me, No. 22 of the lGth ultimo, respecting the report telegraphed by the 
Italian Consular Agent at Derna to his Government to the effect that Bomba had been 
occupied by British troops. 

I have taken an opportunity to call the attention of the Italian Ambassador to the 
mischief caused by such inaccurate reports from the Consular Agent, which were 
calculated to excite ill-founded suspicion in the mind of his Govermnent. 

I added that nothing was further from the intention of His Majesty’s Government 
than to encourage the Egyptian Government to encroach on Ottoman territory in 
Tripoli. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) N. R. O’CONOR. 


* No. 18. 


* A copy of this despatch has been sent to His Majesty’s Ambassador at Constantinople. 
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No. 26. 


Sir N. O'Conor to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 12.) 

(No. 492.) 

Sir, Therapia, August 6, 1907. 

WITH reference to Mr. Graham’s telegram No. 52 of the 2nd July respecting 
allairs on the western frontier of Egypt, I have the honour to report that I informed 
the Grand Vizier that I heard that a Turkish force had gone to Allan Tagdeeda with 
the alleged object of collecting taxes from the Bedouins, and pointed out that such a 
proceeding was likely to lead to difficulties between the two Governments. 

llis Highness said that, if the report was true, the explanation no doubt was that 
the Egyptian authorities were believed to be interfering with the collection of taxes 
fiom Turkish Bedouins. Nevertheless, he would ask the Minister of War to send 
telegraphic instructions to the Turkish Commanding Officer to avoid any encroach¬ 
ment on Egyptian territory, as he too was anxious not to create any difficulties. 

His Highness informed me on the 5th instant that the necessary orders had been 
sent by the Minister of War, who had asked for a report of the facts, but that no reply 
had yet been received. 

I n n wa Arf* 

(Signed) ’ N. R. O’CONOR. 


[26098] No. 27. 

Note by Sir R. Wingate. 

THERE would appear to be some misunderstanding in regard to— 

1. The execution of a detailed survey by the present reconnaissance survey 
parties; 

2. The employment of the members of the Soudan reconnaissance survey party 
on any portion of the proposed line outside the limits of the Lado Enclave. 

On his way from Khartoum to Lado, Captain Newcombe telegraphed to mo that 
M. Slosse had instructions to make a detailed survey and to extend his operations 
beyond the Congo-Nile watershed, and he requested instructions. 

In vie tv of Lord Cromer’s telegram No. 291 of the 1st December, 1906, to 
Sir Edward Grey, Captain Newcombe had been previously instructed to carry out 
with the Belgian surveyors a joint reconnaissance survey, and when that was 
completed to return to Cairo to discuss the various routes in October next, in order 
that Representatives from both Governments should then have sufficient information 
to enable a decision to be taken as to which of the various alternative routes should be 
selected for the detailed servey required for the eventual construction of the line. 

I therefore referred the matter to Lord Cromer, pointing out that a considerably 
larger s gif and extra expenditure would be required if a detailed survey were to be 
undertaken at once; and that, further, as the responsibility of the Soudau Government 
extended only to the joint construction of a railway within the Enclave, I deprecated 
Captain Newcombe proceeding beyond the watershed. 

Lord Cromer concurred in these views, and instructions in that sense were 
accordingly sent to Captain Newcombe. 

In the opinion of the Soudan Railway authorities, it is expected that the joint 
survey parties will have acquired by October ample information to enable the 
Representatives of the two Governments in Cairo to definitely decide on the best 
route, and by (his means the expense connected with the execution of the detailed 
survey of one route, in place of two or three alternative routes, will undoubtedly be 
minimized, and at the same time the present survey parties will be spared the arduous 
and dangerous task of carrying out this duty at a season of the year when the heavy 
rains make outdoor work most difficult and most trying to health. 

I may mention that, from the reports I have received, almost every member of 
the joint survey parties have suffered more or less severely from fever, and I under¬ 
stand that Captain Newcombe and the Soudan survey party were unable to carry 
out their intention, owing to the prevalence of rain, of proceeding to Maliagi, and 
have already started on their way north, and should by this time have reached 
Khartoum. 
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According to original instructions, Captain Newcombe should be present in Cairo 
on or about the 16th October with all his reports and maps, and presumably the 
Representative of the Congo Eree State Government will also be present at the same 
time, in order to discuss the various routes, select the most favourable one, and form a 
rough estimate of cost of construction and other details. 

Whilst fully appreciating the point of view put forward by Sir Arthur Hardinge, 
I am of opinion that the arrangements which have been made, far from delaying 
matters, will tend to the work of the detailed survey being eventually more 
expeditiously and economically carried out. 

I would suggest that the Representative of the Congo Eree State Government, 
wdio will be selected to discuss in Cairo in October the results of the preliminary work 
of the joint survey parties, should be furnished with all information regarding the 
various districts of the Congo Eree State, so that some idea may be gained as to 
the future possibilities of the different localities with regard to railway traffic. 

(Signed) REGINALD WINGATE, 

Governor-General of the Soudan. 

Dunbar, August 18, 1907. 


[27733] No. 28. 

Sir A. Hardinge to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 19.) 

(No. 120.) 

Sir, Brussels, August 16,1907. 

I HAVE the honour to report, with reference to your despatches No. 72 of the 
29th July and No. 65, Confidential, of the 5th July, respecting affairs in the Lado 
Enclave, that I have informed M. de Cuvelier of your acceptance of the King- 
Sovereign’s proposal for the settlement of frontier difficulties. 

I have, &e. 

(For the Minister), 

(Signed) PERCY C. WYNDHAM. 


[27735] No. 29. 

Mr. Wyndham to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 19.) 

(No. 122.) 

Sir, Brussels, August 17, 1907. 

WITH reference to Sir Arthur Hardinge’s despatch No. 112 of the 30th ultimo 
and to your despatch No. 75 of the 9th instant, I have the honour to report that 
Prince Albert de Ligne called at the Legation this morning on behalf of 
M. de Cuvelier and asked whether any answer had as yet been received to his inquiry 
on the subject of the difference of opinion between the Congolese and Soudanese 
Representatives for the survey of the Nile-Congo Railway. 

M. de Cuvelier had received a request from M. Slosse, in command of the 
Congolese survey party, for certain additions to his staff, but before replying he would 
like to be assured that His Majesty’s Government intended to proceed with the 
Commission. 

I said that I had no reason to suppose that there was any intention of abandoning 
it, and that we should at once inform M. de Cuvelier as soon as the answer respecting 
the question of procedure was received from the Soudanese authorities, to whom it had 
been referred with the request for an early reply. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) PERCY C. WYNDHAM. 


[19440] No. 30. 

Sir Edxvard Grey to the Marquis di San Giuliano. 

SIR EDWARD GREY has had the honour to receive the note verbale of the Italian 
Ambassador dated the 12th June last, in which was inclosed the draft of a note which 
the Italian Government propose should be exchanged between themselves and Hia 
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Majesty’s Government to define the frontier between Egypt and Tripoli, as well as an 
unofficial translation of this draft into English. 

Sir E. Grey has the honour to inform the Marquis of San Giuliano, in reply to his 
Excellency’s communication, that His Majesty’s Government have every desire to 
remove every anxiety felt by the Italian Government on this subject, but, after carefully 
considering the question in this spirit, they have come to the conclusion that in view of 
the peculiar position in which Egypt stands with regard to Turkey, and of the existing 
sensitiveness shown by the Turkish Government last year respecting any definition of 
frontier between Egypt and portions of the Turkish Empire, the question of the definition 
of this frontier is one which can only be settled by discussion between the Ottoman and 
Egyptian Governments ; the fact that it had formed the subject of negotiation between 
His Majesty’s and the Italian Governments could not be secret, and if known, however 
vaguely, would give rise to most undesirable complications. 

The views of the Egyptian Government as to the line which forms the frontier 
between these two countries were presented to the Sublime Porte on the 19th November, 
1904, by His Majesty’s Charge d’Affaires at Constantinople, by the instructions of His 
Majesty’s Government in a pro-memond , of which Sir E. Grey has the honour to inclose 
a copy for the information of the Italian Ambassador. 

His Majesty’s Government desire at the same time to assure the Italian Govern¬ 
ment that the Egyptian Government have no desire or intention to encroach beyond the 
limits laid down in the pro-memorid. 

This communication is made to the Italian Government as a proof of the confidence 
with which they desire to treat them in regard to this question. 

Foreign Office, August 20, 1907. 


Inclosure in No. 30. 

Pro-memorid communicated to the Ottoman Government, November 19, 1904. 

IT has been brought to the notice of His Majesty’s Embassy that the Turkish 
authorities of Tripoli in Africa have occupied the harbour of Solium, situated to the east 
of the frontier between Egypt and Tripoli; that they have established a detachment of 
troops there, have begun to erect buildings, have warned the Egyptian coastguard cruisers 
that they will not be permitted to make use of the harbour, and have claimed possession 
of the territory as far east as Omrakoom. 

It is indisputable that the western frontier of Egypt has always been considered as 
beginning at Bas Jebel Solium, the headland to the north of the harbour, to follow the 
crest of the ridge and then to run in a south-south-west direction, including the oases of 
Siwa and Jerhboub. Moreover, up till now there has been no Turkish post nearer the 
Egyptian frontier than Mersa Tebruk, some 00 miles west of Solium. 

His Britannic Majesty’s Embassy is convinced that an inquiry into the facts of the 
case will show that the Tripoli authorities have been acting in error in thus encroaching 
upon Egyptian territories, their claim to Solium and the territory between that place 
and Omrakoom being entirely inadmissible, and confidently expects that the Turkish 
Government will loose no time in instructing the Tripoli authorities to withdraw the 
detachment from Solium, and cease to attempt to exercise jurisdiction over what has 
always been recognized as Egyptian territory, a claim which is fully substantiated by a 
reference to all reliable geographers. 

The fact that Egyptian coastguard cruisers have habitually patrolled the coast up 
to and including Solium for many years past without protest is a further proof of its 
effective occupation by the Egyptian Government. 

(Signed) WALTER TOWN LEY. 


[28500] No. 31. 

Sir N. O'Conor to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 26.) 

(No. 608.) 

Sir, Therapia, August 16, 1907. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 492 of the 6th instant, I have the honour to 
report that the Minister for Eoreign Affairs has informed me that a telegram has now 
been received by the Minister of War from the Turkish military authorities at 
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Benghazi, stating that Allam Tagdeeda, the place which was visited by their troops, is 
on the Turkish side of the frontier, and that the Egyptians have encroached and 
actually erected buildings at places situated to the west of the true frontier. 

The Grand Vizier, however, afterwards told me confidentially that as a matter of 
fact he believed the Turkish troops had retired from Allam Tagdeeda, and the Minister 
for Eoreign Affairs has since confirmed this statement. His Highness, I know, is 
anxious not to let an international question arise out of these events, and, if I may 
venture to offer an opinion, I would suggest that the Egyptian Government should 
retain their post at Bagbag and even strengthen it, as, although the Turkish Govern¬ 
ment may be unwilling to accept in principle our definition of the frontier, they would 
be unlikely to take any active steps to evict the Egyptian force. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) N. R. O’CONOR. 


[28640] No. 32. 

Mr. Graham to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 26.) 

(No. 56.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Ramleh, August 26, 1907. 

TURCO-EGYPTI AN Frontier. 

I have just received a report that about a week ago twelve Bedouins of the 
Shehebat tribe, residing on the Egyptian side of the frontier, crossed into Turkish 
territory, and stole about eight head of cattle. One man is said to have been killed by 
them. Orders have been sent to the Mamour of Mirza Matrou to inform the officer 
in charge of the nearest Turkish post of the facts of the case and of the measures 
taken by the Egyptian authorities. 

Later reports state that eight of the cattle and three of the offending Bedouins 
have been captured and sent to Mirza Matrou. 


[26098] No. 33. 

Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Wyndham. 

(No. 80.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, August 27, 1907. 

IN accordance with the suggestion contained in Sir A. Hardinge’s despatch 
No. 117 of the 2nd ultimo, I consulted His Majesty’s Agent and Consul-General at 
Cairo and the Governor-General of the Soudan, both of whom are at present in this 
country, regarding the arguments put forward by M. de Cuvelier in support of the 
view of the Congolese Commissioner on the Nile-Congo Railway survey, in which his 
Soudanese colleague had found himself unable to concur. 

I now transmit to you herewith copy of a note prepared by Sir R. Wingate,^ 
detailing the action which the Soudanese Government have taken in this matter up to 
the presont, and setting forth his views on the question at issue, in which Sir 13. Gorst 
has expressed his concurrence. 

You will observe that Sir R. Wingate adheres to the opinion that the detailed 
survey which the Congolese Government desire to carry out at once is undesirable, and 
that he deprecates the course proposed by them, not only on account of the greater 
expense and delay which he considers it would entail, but also on the ground of the 
danger which it would involve to the health of the Europeans engaged in the work. 

You should make an explanation to M. de Cuvelier in the sense of Sir R. Win¬ 
gate’s note, but you should be careful, in doing so, to avoid leaving on his Excellency’s 
mind any impression that the Soudanese Government are not in earnest in their 
desire to push forward the survey with as little delay as possible, and that they are 
indifferent to the question of the construction of the railway. 

I learn from Sir R. Wingate that Major Newcombe has now returned to 
Khartoum, and that his Excellency has instructed him to proceed at once to England 
on leave of absence, a measure necessitated by the fact that he, like his Congolese 
colleague, has been suffering severely from fever. 

I am, &e. 

(Signed) E. GREY. 


* No. 27. 

[1528] G 
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[29125] No. 34. 

Sir Edward Grey to Mr. des Graz. 

(No, 109.) 

gi r> Foreign Office , August 27, 1907. 

YESTERDAY I gave the Ltalian Ambassador a Memorandum, copy of which is 
inclosed, 0 respecting our communications with the Porte on the subject of the western 
frontier of Egypt. 

I told him that it would lead to complications if we entered into any negotiations 
with regard to this frontier without the knowledge of the Porte. All I could do, 
therefore, was to inform the Italian Government of what had passed, and to promise 
to keep them informed if the question of the frontier was raised again. 

The Ambassador observed that Egypt claimed the Oasis of Jarabub, to which 
his Government attached importance. But he spoke with still greater emphasis about 
the Oasis of Kufrah, and said it would he disastrous if that was not to be included 
in Cyrenaica. 

I told him I had not considered the point about the Oasis of Kufrah, and so 
could not say anything on it. But I was willing to look into that question if the 
Italian Government attached such importance to it. I could not promise, however, 
to do more than keep them informed of any communications or arrangements which 
we made with the Turkish Government on the subject. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) E. GKEY. 


[27733] No. 35. 

Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Graham. 

(No. 231.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, August 21, 1907. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 170 of the 5th ultimo relative to a proposal 
put forward by the King-Sovereign of the Independent Congo State as to the method 
to be adopted to settle differences arising between the Soudanese and Congolese 
Commissioners engaged in delimiting the frontier of the Lado Enclave, I have to 
inform you that I availed myself of Sir E. Gorst’s presence in this country, on leave 
of absence, to consult him as to whether His Majesty’s suggestion might be accepted 
by His Majesty’s Government. 

Sir E. Gorst expressed the opinion that the proposal was unobjectionable, and I 
accordingly authorized His Majesty’s Minister at Brussels to inform the Congolese 
Government that His Majesty’s Government acquiesced iu it. 

I now transmit to you herewith copy of a despatch from Sir A. Hardiuge,| 
reporting that he has made the communication in question to M. dc Cuvelier. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) E. GREY. 


[29244] No. 36. 

Mr. Graham to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 1.) 

(No. 58.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Ramleh, September 1, 1907. 

T URCO-EGY PTIAN Frontier. 

My telegram No. 56 of the 26th ultimo. 

The repeated theft of cattle and murder has been confirmed. I am anxious, if 
possible, to settle this incident locally, and not to allow it to assume serious propor¬ 
tions. 

The majority of the stolen cattle, if not all of them, can be restored immediately. 
Three courses are open with regard to the punishment of the offenders :— 

1. To bring them to Alexandria for trial. This procedure, however, is rendered 
difficult, and conviction of the accused doubtful, by the great distance of the scene of 


• No. 30. 
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the offence, the impossibility of obtaining the necessary witnesses, and the fact of the 
offence being committed outside Egyptian territory. 

2. To have them tried by a special Tribunal of Sheikhs, with an officer of the 
coastguards present. A special Decree ad hoc would be necessary to constitute such a 
Court. 

3. As soon as we have satisfactorily established their guilt, to hand them over to 
the Turkish authorities for trial and punishment. 

The last course appears to me to be least open to objection, and most calculated 
to produce a determent effect. I think that it would be advisable not to await a 
demand by the Turks for the extradition of the offenders. 

This incident is connected with the border feud mentioned in the Earl of Cromer’s 
despatch No. 62 of the 3rd April last. Since the “bond of reconciliation” was signed 
six months ago the offending tribe, which is connected with the Awlad Ali tribe, has 
twice made raids across the frontier, and on each occasion killed a man. 


[29265] No. 37. 

Sir N. O'Conor to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 2.) 

(No. 523.) 

Sir, Therapia, August 27, 1907. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 492 of the 6th instant, on the subject of 
Turkish aggressions on the western frontier of Egypt, I have the honour to report that 
on the 19th instant Mr. Fitzmaurice, acting First Dragoman of this Embassy, was 
shown at the Ministry for Foreign Affairs documents prepared at the Ministry of War, 
in which it was stated that, according to Turkish official records and maps, Allan 
Tagdeeda (which is apparently called Grana by the Turks) lies well inside the boun¬ 
daries of Benghazi, which is considered to extend as far as Bas Kanais. He was 
further informed that the local authorities at Benghazi complain that the Egyptians 
have recently occupied Bagbig (Ragbag) (see my despatch No. 508 of the 15th 
instant), where there is a force of coast-guards under canvas, while a regular post has 
been established at Bamba, which, according to their report, has been connected by 
telephone with Matruh. One of the papers declared that if the British Government 
persisted in its claims the whole matter was to be discussed at the Council of 
Ministers, and submitted to the Sultan for decision. 

Mr. Fitzmaurice replied that it had always been recognized that Solium was the 
boundary of Egypt, and that it -was therefore indisputable that Grana, Bagbag, 
Bamba, and other places to the east of that place belonged to Egypt, and he demanded 
iu any case the withdrawal of the Turkish detachment at Grana) which he understands 
was sent there as a reply to the establishment of an Egyptian post at Bagbag. 

As far as I can judge, the Porte is most anxious to avoid the possibility of 
creating a political question in regard to the Turco-Egyptian frontier, and I feel 
pretty sure the Grand Vizier has sent instructions in this sense to the Benghazi 
authorities. The Minister of War observed to Mr. Fitzmaurice a short time ago that 
he had no intention of creating an incident on the western frontier of Tripoli: “They 
had not forgotten the Akaba incident.” 

I have informed Mr. Graham of the above. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) N. R. O’CONOR. 


[29250] No. 38. 

Sir A. Hardinge to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 2.) 

(No. 129.) 

Sir, Brussels, August 28, 1907. 

I HAVE the honour to report, with reference to Mr. Wyndham’s despatch 
No. 122 of the 17th instant, that M. do Cuvelier to-day informed me that he had sent 
out to the Lado Enclave tho assistants for whom M. Slosse had applied to him, and 
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that he trusted that their dispatch would not be rendered fruitless by the action of the 
Soudanese authorities. I said that I would inform him as soon as I was able to do so 
of the reply of those authorities to the inquiries which you had caused to be addressed 
to them on the subject of the survey. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) ARTHUR H. HARDINGE. 


[29244] No. 39. 

Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Graham. 

(No. 25.) 

(Telegraphic.) P Foreign Office, September 4, 1907. 

"WESTERN Frontier. Your telegram No. 58 of the 1st instant. 

As from your telegram No. 56 of the 26th ultimo I understand that raiders were 
Turkish Bedouins, we agree to third course proposed by you. 


[30147] No. 40. 

Mr. Graham to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 9.) 

(No. 152.) 

Sir, Ramleh, September 1, 1907. 

WITH reference to Sir E. Gorst’s telegram No. 43 of the 21st June last, I have 
the honour to transmit to you herewith an extract from the Meridi and Yambio 
Intelligence Report for May and June 1907, on the subject of the evacuation of the 
Lado Enclave by the troops of the Congo Free State. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) RONALD GRAHAM. 


Inclosure in No. 40. 

Extract from Meridi and Yambio Intelligence Report for May and June 1907. 

INSPECTOR, Meridi, reports— 

That great progress has been made during May in the evacuation of the Belgian 
posts, very great credit being due to the energetic way in which Commandant Scius 
has carried out the orders received from Lado on the 3rd May. 

Ire was evacuated on the 5th, Wo on the 10th, Madebe (Mangis) on the 24th; 
1 officer and 150 men with their harimat left Ganzio on the 15th, and the remainder 
of the post, including trade goods, on the 3rd June. A change has been made in the 
original order of evacuation. Ewe is now to be evacuated last, carriers and men 
proceeding direct to Belles Sources. 

The following telegram was received from M’volo :— 

From Inspector, Meridi, to Governor, Wau, July 1, 1907. 

“ Ewe evacuated 16th. Evacuation of all posts now complete.” 

The Inspector, Yambio, reports— 

The removal of the Belgian post from Wo to Yakaluku (presumably place shown 
on Mount Baginze section or 1/2500 map at about latitude 4° 18' north and 28° 25' 
east) was effected by the 10th May, and took place without incident. But it is 
reported that Sultan Babwandara did not give the Congo Free State Officer the 
assistance he wished. 

After the evacuation, Sultan Babwandara on the 14th May visited the Officer 
Commanding at Yambio with presents of small tusks and a girl, which were returned 
to him, asking that he might be under tho Soudan Government and not under that of 
the Congo Free State. The watershed was explained to him, and he was told that he 
would have to give up all claim to his country south of that boundary. He expressed 
himself quite willing to do this, and said he only wanted his own personal women and 
his twenty rifles. The Officer Commanding, Yambio, then wrote to the Commandant, 
Yakaluku, and asked if he had any objection to Babwandara carrying out this move 
under above circumstances. A private letter was received from Lieutenant Yaunhende, 


saying that Sultan Babwandara had previously been to him to express his devotion to 
the Congo Free State. Later an official letter was received from the Commandant 
La Colonne de Beaufoit de L’Ouelle, saying that it would be convenient to him for 
Babwandara to move, but that he first wished to fine the Sultan ten rifles (part of 
those given him by the Free State officials) for his failure to help them when moving 
from Wo. The Officer Commanding, Yambio, wrote a suitable answer, and asked to 
be informed when the master of the fine was settled. 


[30148] No. 41. 

Mr. Graham to Sir Edward Grey,—(.Received September 9.) 

(No. 153. Confidential.) 

Sir, Ramleh, September 1 , 1907. 

WITH reference to my telegrams Nos. 56 and 58 of the 26th ultimo and of to-day 
respectively, I have the honour to transmit to you herewith copy of a letter from the 
Acting Director-General of the Coastguards to the Ministry of Finance, forwarding a 
report from the Mamur of Marsa Matruh regarding the recent raid by some Bedouins 
of the Awlad Marie, a branch of the Shehabat tribe, over the western frontier into 
Turkish territory. 

It will be seen that the Mamur desires to take the whole of the Awlad Marie, some 
200 souls, who, though now residing in Egypt, are a Turkish tribe, to Solium, and to 
hand them over to the Turkish authorities. So extreme a course would appear to be 
unnecessary, but there is much local irritation against this tribe among the other 
tribesmen, as it has twice broken the “ mazbata,” or bond of reconciliation, signed some 
six months ago. 

1 am advised that there are serious difficulties in the way of the Egyptian Govern¬ 
ment inflicting proper punishment upon the offenders. I am therefore of opinion that, 
if reasonable proof of their guilt is forthcoming, those of the offending tribesmen who 
have been captured should be handed over at once to the Turkish authorities. Such 
administrative action, similar to that usually adopted in the case of Turkish deserters or 
criminals on the eastern frontier, if taken at once, might forestall reprisals or an 
exaggerated importance being attached to the incident. It would be less likelv to form 
a precedent as regards the future than if the men were surrounded on a formal Turkish 
application for their extradition. I believe, moreover, that a proceeding so unwelcome 
to the delinquents would act as a powerful deterrent, and prevent any more raids of this 
nature for some time to come. I have therefore ventured to recommend it to you. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) RCK\ALL) GRAHAM. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 41. 

Acting Director-General of the Coastguards to the Ministry of Finance, Cairo. 

Sir, Coastguard Administration, Cairo, August 27, 1907. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that the attached Report was received by me 
at Marsa Matruh on the 21th instant. From this Report, and later information 
obtained locally, it appears that some twelve men of the Awlad Marie family of the 
Shehebat tribe, now residing in Egyptian territory, crossed the frontier into Turkish 
territory and stole some seventeen (since stated to be eight only, but this information is 
not yet confirmed) head of cattle, and later reports state they killed a man. I 
immediately gave orders that the offenders were to be arrested as soon as possible, the 
cattle recovered if possible, and that the Mamur-el-Merkaz of Matruh was to visit the 
nearest Turkish official and inform him of the facts reported and of the action being 
taken, adding that tho offenders when caught would be dealt with according to law, and 
the cattle would be restored to their rightful owners. 

I proceeded to Sidi Barani, taking with me the Mamur, and on arriving there I 
found that three men had already been arrested, and eight head of cattle (now said to 
be all that was stolen except one which died) ; the cattle and the three men were sent 
to Marsa Matruh. I do not think it will be long before the remaining offenders 
are caught, and, if any more cattle or sheep have been stolen, they will in all 
probability be recovered. 
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I think it would be advisable to inform the Turkish Government of this occurrence, 
and of the arrest of some of the offenders. 

I communicated the above facts verbally to Mr. Graham of the British Agency 
yesterday morning, immediately on my return to Alexandria. 

With reference to the proposal of the Mamur-el-Markaz to hand over the offenders 
to the Turkish authorities, this is a matter which requires further consideration. I 
should be glad if you will inform me what steps should be taken to punish these men. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) G. F. PURVIS. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 41. 

Mamur-el-Merkaz, ot Mntruh, to Acting Director-General of the Coastguards. 

(No. 517.) 

(Translation.) August 24, 1907. 

I HAVE the honour to bring to your notice that the Shehebat tribe is composed 
of five families, viz., Abdulmola, Abu Naama, and Mansour, who are of old residing 
with Awlad Aly; and Daifalla and Gadalla, who are called Awlad Marie, and known 
to the Egyptian and Turkish Governments to be originally residing at Barea, in 
Ben Ghazi. 

It is well known to you that of the aforesaid Awlad Marie thirty-three men had been 
killed and seventeen men wounded by the Awakcer Bedouins belonging to the family of 
Ahdulkader-el-Kazza, of whom nineteen men had been also killed and twelve wounded 
by Awlad Marie. In consequence of repeated complaint on the part of Awlad Marie, 
the Egyptian Government communicated with the Mutessarif of Ben Ghazi on the 
subject of doing them justice. Accordingly, the said Mutessarif called the two 
parties and drew up a “ mazbata ” (judgment) on the 27th Ragab, 1822, showing the 
number of the killed and wounded men of each, and deciding that Abdulkader-el-Kazza 
should pay 220,480 Turkish piastres to Awlad Marie in eight years, to begin one year 
after the said date. It is also stipulated in the “mazbata” that they should stop 
hostilities towards each other, or the “ mazbata” would be considered as null and void. 

Six months had not elapsed since the signing of the said “mazbata” before the 
A "lad Marie penetrated into Turkish territory and killed a brother of Abdulkader-el- 
Kazza, and now within the last month twelve men of Awlad Marie went to Ben Ghazi 
and killed there a man of El-Ghazali family, who are cousins of Abdulkader-el-Kazza, 
carrying away seventeen cows, some of which were sold on the way, and eight cows 
brought into the Egyptian territory. Also, some of those twelve men of Awlad Marie 
have remained in the afore-named part ot Turkish territory with the intention of 
committing further acts of this kind. I have been endeavouring to smooth matters 
between Awlad Aly Bedouins and those of Ben Ghazi, but the Awlad Marie are putting 
difficulties in the way by their behaviour. Seeing the prejudice arising from this to 
public peace and commerce, l have telephoned to the officer in charge of Sidi Barani to 
arrest Awlad Marie Bedouins who committed the afore-stated murder and theft of 
cows, and also to seize the eight cows and send all to the Merkaz. The said Bedouins* 
and eight cows have been accordingly arrested by him, and will be sent here for 
necessary dealing with them. 

Considering that the acts recently perpetrated by Awlad Marie, who are now 
residing in Egyptian territory', to the detriment of El-Awakeer Bedouins belonging to 
the family of Abdulkader-el-Kazza will give rise to many conflicts, and lead to inter¬ 
ruption of commercial communications between the Egyptian and Turkish territories, 
besides disturbance of public peace, I do not see any way for settling the matter other 
than sending the Bedouins of Awlad Marie to Saloum and handing them over to ttie 
officer iu charge there, in order that they be taken to the Mutessarif Ben Ghazi 
for necessary dealing with them. The Bedouins ot Awlad Marie amount to about 
200 men, women, and children. 

(Signed) AHMED EAHMY. 


* Three only to date.—G-. F. A. D.-G. 
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£30055] No. 42. 

Sir A. Hardinge to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 9.) 

(No. 132. Confidential.) 

® ir> Brussels, September 5, 1907. 

I HAVE the honour to report that I yesterday called upon M. de Cuvelier in order to 
communicate to him the substance of your despatch No. 80 of the 27th August regarding 
the divergence of views between the Congolese and Soudanese Commissioners for the 
preliminaiy suivey of the Nile—Congo Railway. As the Congo Government had 
addressed a note verbale to His Majesty’s Legation on the subject, I replied in the same 
form, and inclose a copy of my communication. 

M. de Cuvelier showed considerable irritation when I told him that the Soudanese 
authorities adhered to their original opinion regarding the undesirability of a detailed 
survey at present, as not only entailing greater expense and delay, but also on account of 
the danger to which Europeans were exposed through continuing outdoor work during 
the rainy season. He asked me if I could give him details regarding Major Newcombe’s 
movements, which I did from Sir R. Wingate’s letter, and he read me extracts from 
M. Slosse’s reports in corroboration of the dates given, and in which the Congolese 
Commissioner suggested that lie should leave the Enclave in view of the departure 
north of the Soudanese Commission. He also showed me a rough survey map drawn up 
by M. Slossc, which he said contained insufficient information to form a basis for 
the consideration of the respective merits of the routes, and said that he was quite 
unable to share the optimistic views held by the Soudanese Commissioners that sufficient 
information would be collected to enable the authorities to arrive at a conclusion at the 
pioposed Gonfeience to be held at Cairo in October. He said that it seemed useless for 
the Congolese Commissioner to remain longer in the Lado, and that he would telegraph 
at once lot him to return to Brussels, as it was necessary that he should confer with him 
before the proposed meeting, and he added that he should not undertake that he could 
be present in Cairo by the middle of October. I assured M. de Cuvelier that the 
Soudanese authorities were anxious to press on the work of survey as much as possible 
and that they thought that this object would be best attained by adhering to their 
original scheme, but lie left me the impression of being much dissatisfied and put out. 
To-day 1 had the occasion ot meeting him privately and having some conversation with 
him, in which I again assured him of the desire of the Government to push on the survey 
with as little delay as possible. His manner was very different from when I saw him in his 
office, where he gave me the appearance of being irritated and overworked. I asked 
him if I had correctly understood his message, and lie asked me to say that lie had not 
telegiaphed to tecall M. blosse, but was consulting the Finance Secretary as to the 
advisability of so doing. He also said that on the return of his Commissioner he would 
examine the material he had collected, and, if it were sufficient fora basis of discussion, 
‘»e would instruct him to proceed to Cairo. 

I have, &c. 

(For the Minister), 

(Signed) PERCY C. WYNDHAM. 


Inelosure in No. 42. 

Memorandum. 

IN reply to a note verbale of the 3rd July, His Majesty’s Legation have the honour 
to state that His Majesty s Government have consulted I Lis Majesty’s Agent and Consul- 
General at Cairo and the Governor-General of the Soudan regarding the arguments 
put forward in support of the view of the Congolese Commissioner on the Nile-Congo 
Railway Survey, in which his Soudanese colleague had found himself unable to concur. 

These authorities, while fully appreciating the point of view put forward by the 
Congo Government, consider that the detailed survey which it is suggested should be 
carried out is undesirable, not only on account of the greater expense and delay which 
they consider it would entail, but also on account of the danger which it would involve 
to the health of the Europeans engaged in this work. 

In the opinion of the Soudan Railway authorities it is expected that the joint 
survey parties will have acquired by October ample information to enable the Repre¬ 
sentatives of the two Governments in Cairo to definitely decide on the best route, and 
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b;y this means the expense connected with the execution of the detailed survey of the 
route, in place of two or three alternative routes, will undoubtedly be minimized, and at 
the same time the present suivey parties will be spared the arduous and dangerous task 
of carrying out this duty at a season of the year when the heavy rains make outdoor 
work most difficult and most trying to the health. 

According to original instructions Captain Newcombe should be present in Cairo on 
or about the 16th October with all his reports and maps, and presumably the Repre¬ 
sentatives of the Congo Free State Government will also be present at the same time, in 
order to discuss the various routes, select the most favourable one, and form a rough 
estimate of the cost of construction and other details. 

The Governor-General of the Soudan suggests that the Representatives of the 
Congo Free State Government who will be selected to discuss in Cairo in October the 
results of the preliminary work ot the joint suivey paities should be furnished with all 
information regarding the various districts of the Congo Free State, so that some idea 
may be gained as to the future possibilities of the different localities with regard to 
railway traffic. 

Brussels, September 4, 1907. 


L31310] No. 43. 

India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received September 19.) 

THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under¬ 
secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr. Secretary Morley, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of inclosures 
in letters from the Foreign Secretary to the Government of India, dated the 4th and 
lltli July, relative to Sheikhs Abdul Kadir and Sohrawardi and Pan-Islamisrn. 

India Office, September 18, 1907. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 43. 

Note by Mr. C. J. Stevenson-Moore, Officiating Director of Criminal Intelligence, 
on Sheilcb Abdul Kadir and Pan-Islandsm. 

ON the subject of Pan-Islamism, Abdul Kadir said in the course of a conversation 
with our Lahore agent that he had made up his mind last year to visit Constantinople. 
The Turkish Ambassador in London gave him a letter to an officer in the Turkish 
Foreign Office. At Constantinople he was treated with very great consideration. He 
succeeded in seeing the Turkish Prime Minister, who placed at his disposal an official 
who knew Persian, and through his good offices he was introduced to almost every 
person of note in Constantinople, the Turkish Government being aware that he was 
their well-wisher, desirous of spreading their cause in India, ne was received by the 
Sultan, and received a decoration from him. He was personally introduced to the 
Khedive of Egypt, who in his presence told the Persian official who accompanied him 
that it was a pity for Turkey and Persia, both Mahommedan countries, to be 
quarrelling over a mere boundary dispute. He (Abdul Kadir) then questioned the 
Khedive concerning the disputo between the British and Turkish Governments about 
Taba, near the Suez Canal, and gathered from his reply that neither the Khedive nor 
the Egyptians had any objection to the occupation of Taba by the Turkish Govern¬ 
ment. The quarrel was between England and Turkey. He formed the impression 
that the Khedive was devoted to the Sultan, and if he wero allowed by the British to 
have his way would do anything for him. Turkey, in his, Abdul Kadir’s, opinion, is 
at present engaged in putting her own house in order. That done, an attempt will ho 
made by her, with the help of the Egyptians, to oust tho English from Egypt. 
Abdul Kadir said that Mustafa Effendi, and thousands of others who hold the same 
views, are strenuously working to throw off the English yoke, and that, in his opinion, 
political agitation and unrest in India is nothing compared to that which is going on 
in Egypt. He thinks the outbreak in India was premature. With delay more success 
would have been achieved, as the enemies of England are working to attack her on all 
four sides. On being asked whether it was possible for the Indians to enter into 
political relationship with Turkey, Abdul Kadir replied, certainly, but it will have to 
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be done with great care and secrecy. Even the Hindus have managed to make their 
voice carry so far, and though the recent attempts both in Egypt and India have 
foiled, they were sure to achieve success in the near future. He said that the good 
reception which he received at Constantinople is extended to every Mahommedan who 
goes to visit that city. 

(Signed) C. J. STEVENSON-MOORE. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 43. 

Extract from the Daily Report of the Director of Criminal Intelligence, dated 

July 2, 1907. 

I HAVE received further confirmation of my previous report regarding the 
relations of Sohrawardi and Abdul Kadir, the two chief exponents of Pan-Islamism. 
They are staunch friends. I learn that the Sultan of Turkey keeps in his library a 
book containing the names of all the Indian supporters of the Pan-Islamic movement. 
He takes great interest in the movement, and further trouble in Egypt is anticipated 
by the Lahore adherents. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 43. 

Further Note on Sheikh Abdul Kadir, the Pan-Islamist. 

OUR agent was told by Abdul Kadir, in the course of further conversation with 
him about Turkey, that Badrul Islam, one of the Sultan’s Librarians, was related 
to Rahimatullah, who emigrated to Arabia fifty years ago and started a school here. 
Badrul Islam belongs to Kerana, in the Muzaffarnagar district, but is a naturalized 
Turkish subject. Besides him there are two other Indians in Constantinople, namely, 
Dr. Amir Ali and Asghar Ali. The former has a good professional practice ; the latter 
is a translator in the Foreign Office, and exercises considerable influence. It is 
largely owing to tbe good offices of these men, all three of whom are ardent 
Pan-Islamists, that the Sultan is so well disposed towards Indian Mahommedans. 

Abdul Kadir further admitted that, as a matter of fact, he and Masher Hussein 
went to Turkey as a deputation from the Indian Mahommedans in England, and that 
was in a measure the reason of the good reception accorded to him. They called on 
the British Ambassador, explained that the object of their visit was merely to see the 
place, and when they were decorated by the Sultan went and informed him of the 
fact. 


[31623] No. 44. 

Mr. Graham to Sir Edward Grey,—(Received September 23.) 

(No. 158.) 

Sir, Ramleh, September 14, 1907. 

IN accordance with the instructions contained in your despatch No. 217 of the 
9th ultimo, I inquired of the Acting Governor-General of the Soudan what were the * 

views of the Soudanese Government with regard to a difference of opinion respecting 
the nature of their labours which has arisen between the Soudanese and Congolese 
officers engaged in the survey for the Nile-Congo Railway. 

I have the honour to transmit herewith copy of a despatch which I have received in 
reply, giving the reasons for which the Soudanese Government are opposed to a detailed - 
survey being made at present. 

At the time of writing this despatch Brigadier-General Matchett had not seen your 
despatch No. 236 of the 27th August, containing the views of the Sirdar, which has since 
been communicated to him. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) RONALD GRAHAM. 


• I 











In closure in No. 44. 


Brigadier-General Mutchett to Mr. Graham. 

(No. 18. Confidential.) Governor-General's Office , Khartoum, 

gj rj Avgust 31, 1907. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge receipt of your despatch No. 23, dated the 
16th August, 1907, transmitting copies of two despatches from Sir E. Grey regarding 
the Nile-Congo Railway survey, and the difference of opinion which appears to have 
arisen between the Soudanese and Congolese officers engaged in the survey. 

Captain Newcombe, the Soudanese Representative, has returned from the Enclave 
and left for England, and during the day or two he spent in Khartoum I was only able 
to obtain a very general idea of the final results arrived at by the Commission, as 
Captain Newcombe had not completed the compilations oi his Report. His intention 
was to complete the Report on his way to England, and to lay it before Sii R. M ingate 
there for submission to the Foreign Office. 

It was not the intention ot the Soudan Government to undertake at present more 
than a reconnaissance of the possible railway routes from the Nile to the boundary of the 
Congo Free State and the Enclave. A detailed survey would have required more time 
and a larger staff, and would probably have necessitated the Soudanese Kepicsontatives 
entering Congo Free State territory before being able to fix the final route through the 

Enclave. . 

It was considered that a general reconnaissance such as Captain Newcombe was 
instructed to make would furnish sufficient data for a further discussion of the question 
in Cairo next October. 

In any case the Soudanese Representatives have now returned from the Enclave, 
and climatic conditions will probably preclude their reluming till late in the year. 

1 have had no opportunity of referring to Sir R. Wingate on this question before 
writing the above, and 1 should therefore be grateful if his views could be ascertained 
on the subject before a definite answer is returned to the Belgian Memorandum ot the 
81st July last. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) G. K. MATCHETT. 


[31624] No - 45 - 

Mr. Graham to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received September 23.) 

(No. 159.) Ramleh , September 15, 1907. 

’ WITH reference to my despatch No. 153, Confidential, of the 1st instant, I have 
the honour to report that an Egyptian coastguard steamer left Alexandria yesterday 
for Mersa Matrou. It will then take on board the cattle raided by tribesmen of the 
Awlad Ali tribe from Turkish territory and since recaptured, .and as many of the 
offending tribesmen as have been arrested. It will then proceed to Solium, where 
the men and cattle will bo handed over to the Turkish authorities, the formci foi trial, 
the latter to be restored to the owners. 

All these proceedings will be carried out under the superintendence of a British 
officer. I will report by telegraph as soon as they have been completed. 

In view of the state of affairs on the frontier and of the presence of the Turkish 
post at Alam Tagdeeda, it was thought advisable to transport the men and cattle bv 
sea. The slight delay occasioned by waiting until a ship was available for this 
service is more than counterbalanced by the avoidance of any risk of an incident. 

I may add, with reference to your telegram No. 25 of the 4th instant, that it is 
only three years since the Awlad Marie migrated from Turkish into Egyptian 
territory. 

I have forwarded a copy of this despatch to His Majesty’s Ambassador at 
Constantinople. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) RONALD GRAHAM. 
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131777] No. 46. 

Mr. Graham to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received September 23.) 

(No. 59.) ' 

(Teie^apMc.) P Ramleh, September 23, 1907. 

MY despatch No. 159 of the 15th instant: Bedouin raid on the western frontier. 
. ihe jf ee offenders and eight head of cattle were put on board a coast-guard 
cruiser and transported to Solium, whence, at the request of the Turkish Commandant 
they were taken on to Tebruk. They arrived at the latter place on the 17th instant,’ 
and were handed over to the Turkish authorities. 


[31623] No. 47. 

^ Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Hardinge. 

8ir ’ „ Foreign Office, September 26, 1907. 

WilH reference to my despatch No. 75 of the 9th ultimo, relative to the 
difference of opinion which has arisen between the Soudanese and Congolese officers 
engaged m the survey for the Nile-Congo Railway, I transmit to you herewith, for 
your information, copy of a despatch from His Majesty’s Acting Agent and Consul- 
General at Cairo,* forwarding an expression of the views of the Soudanese Government 
on the subject. 

In view of the fact that the opinion of the Governor-General of the Soudan has 
already been conveyed to you in my despatch No. 80 of the 27tli ultimo for communi¬ 
cation to the Congolese Government, and that the observations now made by Brigadier- 
General Hatchett do not appear to furnish any important arguments in favour of the 
oudanese contention beyond those advanced by Sir R. Wingate, I consider it 
unnecessary for you to approach M. de Clivelier again on the subject. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) E. GREY. 


[32289] No. 48. 

Governor-General Sir R. Wingate to Sir E. Gorst.—{Communicated by Sir E. Gorst, 

September 27.) 

Dear Sir Eldon Gorst, Dunbar, September 17, 1907. 

I INCLOSE a Memorandum on the proposed railway through the Lado Enclave 
as suggested by you in a recent letter. 

It has been prepared principally with the assistance of Captain Midwinter, and 
the following explanations will show you his reasons for some of the proposals :— 

Referring to the last paragraph about returns of expenditure, apart from getting 
some guarantee that the money is properly spont, it is desirable fo make sure that, in 
the event of our taking over the line at some future date, wo get the actual rolling- 
stock, &e., that was bought for it, otherwise it is possible that tho old material might 
be loft and the new removed, by means of these returns wo shall have complete lists 
for reference. 

Any reference to the firms that should receive orders has been purposely omitted. 
It is estimated that the value of materials will not be less than 350,000/. Whether 
it will be considered politic to hold out for a portion of these orders being placed with 
British firms I do not know, but I think it is very likely that there will he an outcry 
at home if it is discovered that all orders are going to Belgian firms despite our 
finding some of the money. This is a point to which perhaps the attention of tho 
Foreign Office might be drawn, so as to prevont our being asked afterwards why Ave 
acquiesced. 

Yours very sincerely, 

(Signed) REGINALD WINGATE. 


• No. 44. 
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Inclosure in No. 48. 

Memorandum on Proposed Railway through the Lado Enclave. 


I .—Detailed Survey. 

THE detailed survey shall be carried out by Belgian surveyors. The route to be 
surveyed shall be previously agreed upon by the respective Governments, as well as 
the ruling conditions as to gradients, curvature, &c. The surveyors shall prepare 
complete plans with longitudinal and cross sections to an agreed upon scale, &c., 
with all necessary details to enable an accurate estimate to be formed of the work 
involved. 

2. Before the work of construction is started the detailed survey shall be 
considered and receive the general approval of the respective Governments. 

3. All the plans, sections, reports, &c., prepared by the surveyors shall be 
submitted for the inspection of the Soudan Government, who, in the event of any 
difference of opinion arising as to the suitability of any part of the proposed line, shall 
have the right to send their Commissioner up to settle any points in dispute on the 
ground with the Belgian Commissioner. 

4. When the detailed survey has been generally approved, as mentioned in 
paragraph 2, work on construction may be started, any points reserved under 
paragraph 3 being settled subsequently. 


II.— Construction. 

6. The construction of the railway and of the port shall he carried out under the 
direction of Belgian engineers of the Congo Free State. The Soudan Government 
shall have one or more Representatives resident on the works. These Representatives 
shall have full rights of inspection of everything affecting the work, whether as to 
materials or method of construction, and shall draw the attention in writing of the 
Chief Engineer of the Congo Eree State in charge to any work not in accordance with 
the agreed upon conditions. 

The Chief Engineer shall acknowledge all such communications in writing, and 
shall he equally responsible with the Representatives of the Soudan Government that 
the work is properly carried out. 

6. The gauge, class, and style of the permanent-wav, and all other details 
affecting the construction thereof, shall he previously agreed upon. All points 
arising during construction shall be considered and settled by the Representatives of 
the respective Governments on the spot. 

In the event of their being unable to come to an agreement, the Representatives 
shall refer to their respective Governments for instructions. 

7. Plans of the port, of terminal stations and goods depots, and ail locomotive 
dep6ts, shall be submitted for the inspection of the Soudan Government, but the plans 
of other stations shall he settled between the respective Representatives on construction, 
by whom also the designs of all bridges, culverts, and other training or protective 
works, and of all buildings, shall he considered and agreed upon before being put in 
hand. 

The site, plans, and dispositions of the port on the Nile shall he previously 
considered and agreed to by both Governments. 


III.— Locomotives, Rolling-stock, Plant , 6fc. 

8. Plans of all locomotives, rolling-stock, machinery, and other plant shall be 
submitted for the inspection of the Soudan Government before ordering. 

IV .—Return of Expenditure. 

9. Complete returns shall bo made to the Soudan Government, showing the 
expenditure incurred under various headings both for work done and materials 
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purchased. These returns shall also give full details of the price, number, and 
description of all locomotives, passenger coaches, goods waggons, machinery, and other 

plant purchased for the railway. REGINALD WINGATE, 

Governor-General. 

Dunbar, September 17, 1907. 

[32498] No - 49 - 

Mr. Graham to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 30.) 

(No. 163.) 

gj r Ramleh, September 18, 1907. 

I HAVE the honour to report that on the 14th instant a meeting of Egyptian 
Nationalists was held at the Hotel Continental in Cairo, on the invitation and under 
the presidency of Mohammed Bey kerid, of the “ Lewa,” who represented Mustafa 
Pasha Kamel, the proprietor of that paper. The principal speech was delivered by 
Ali Bey Kamel, a brother of Mustafa Kamel. I inclose a brief precis. After the 
speeches a vote was carried hv acclamation demanding the independence of Egypt, 
and a telegram was addressed to Sir Henry Campbell-Bannerman, copy of which is 

It is claimed that 600 persons attended the gathering, hut 1 understand that 
at no time were more than 250 present, and that scarcely any of these were men of 
social or political standing. Some comment has been excited by the presence of Abdul 
Hamid Sadik Pasha, President of the Legislative Council, and Khalil Hamdy Bey, 
Head of the Police School. The former has issued a Circular letter to the press denying 
that he ever visited the meeting, but it appears to be established that he was present 

at it, if only for a short time. . . 

No importance need be attached to this gathering. It is merely an incident m 
the deliberate but only partially successful campaign carried on by Mustafa Pasha 
Kamel to establish his position as the recognized head of the Nationalist party and to 
advertise his paper as its accepted organ. 

I have, &c. 

, (Signed) RONALD GRAHAM. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 49. 

Precis of Ali Bey Kamel's Speech at the Nationalist Meeting on September 14, 1907. 

THE English originally occupied Egypt in order to strengthen the influence of 
the Khedive and to maintain public security, on the attainment of which objects the\ 
oave their word of honour that the occupation would come to an end. As a matter of 
fact they used Arabi as an excuse for invading Egypt, for at the time the nation had 
never threatened the Khedive, nor was public security endangered. 

They have now been in the country for twenty-five years, ol which the first seven¬ 
teen passed smoothly, and the remainder in trouble, to the detriment ol the nation 
The latter period was inaugurated by the English bringing in a number of English 
vouths without experience and endeavouring to find them posts in the Administration 
Some were given appointments in the Ministry of Public Instruction, but they failed 
as teachers, some resigning and others turning out ignorant pupils. 

Some, with no knowledge of geometry, were made Engineers in the Survey 
Department; while others were appointed Inspectors in the Ministry of the Interior, 
although they knew nothing of administration. Coi sequently, the work of the 
Ministry of the Interior shows no sign of improvement, and this is due to the ignorance 
ol the English official in charge of the Ministry, whose Circulars are contradictory and 
incomprehensible. Yet the English claim to have taught us how to live and to ha\o 

improved our system of education. , , ... ., 

Before the occupation there wore learned men in Egypt and public security was 
properly maintained, which is proved by the fact that when the English landed at 
Aboukir they were driven away by Mohammed Ali Paslia. 

Some years ago Mr. Gladstone told the proprietor of ‘ A1 Lewa that the tune 
lor independence has come,” and was therefore in favour of evacuation. 

If his audience were asked to pay subscriptions for the colleges, they ought to do 

[1528] — k 
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so willingly, so as to get rid of the px*esent tyrannical administration, which unjustly 
takes their money and pretends that they are unable to govern themselves. 

There are two distinct proofs of how the English sack the blood of'Egypt. 

1. Lord Cromer arranged with the Egyptian Minister for Foreign Affairs that the 
Soudan was to be the property of the British Government. He protested strongly 
against this arrangement, and asked how it was that the English took the property of 
the Egyptians, when they called themselves the tutors and guardians of Egypt. If 
such tilings were done in private life the offender would be put in prison. 

2. When the English are asked to exempt the fellahin from the date-palm tax, 
they say that things ought to continue as they are, although the land on which the 
palms are planted is taxed already, Again, they refuse to allow education to be in 
Arabic. How can any good be expected of such people ? 

The 14tli September, 1907, must he considered an unfortunate day for the Egyptians, 
as they had not been able to do the same with the English as Mohammed Ali had on 
the 14tl) September, 1807. 

The Egyptians can only attain their desire by their own exertions, and he therefore 
implored them to unite together and to demand independence without relying on any 
external assistance. They must not despair, but stand firmly together in the interests 
of their country. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 49. 

Egyptian S at iona lists to Sir Henry Campbell-Bannerman. 

(Telegraphic.) 

LAUGH meeting took place in Grand Continental Hotel to-day. Among those 
present great number Pashas, Notables, merchants, in all six hundred people high- 
class Egyptians. Speeches delivered as protest against continuation of occupation, 
and pointing out better for England evacuate ligypt remaining her friend and ally, 
thus fulfilling promises and engagements contracted by late Queen, than to remain 
Egypt with Egyptians yearning for national liberty. Signed by over 600 names. 


[32501] No. 50. 

Mr. Graham to Sir Edward Grew—(Received September 30.) 

(No. 166.) 

Sir, Ramleh, September 22, 1907. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 159 of the 15th instant and telegram No. 59 
of to-day, I have the honour to transmit herewith copy of a report from Mr. Morice, of 
the Ministry of Finance, who superintended the surrender to the Turkish authorities 
of the Arabs of the Awlad Marie tribe implicated in the recent raid on the western 
frontier. 

Three men and eight head of cattle were transported in the Egyptian coastguard 
cruiser from Mersa Matron to Solium, and thence, at the request of the Turkish 
officer in command, to Tobruk, where they were handed over to the Turkish authorities 
and a receipt obtained for them. All the arrangements in connection with the surrender 
appear to have been carried out in a satisfactory manner. 

It will be observed that the Turks have established themselves securely at Solium, 
that they have built a fort and a custom-house, and arc collecting duties. On the 
other hand, Mr. Morice saw very few troops at either Solium or Tebruk, and even 
they were poorly equipped. This tends to confirm the opinion expressed by 
8ir*N. O’Conor, in his despatch No. 523 of the 27th ultimo, that the Turks are not 
contemplating any aggressive action in that quarter. 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) ItONALl) GRAHAM. 
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Inclosure in No. 50. 
Mr. Morice to Mr. Graham. 


Sir, Ramleh , September 22, 1907. 

I HAVE the honour to report the following for your information :— 

On Saturday, the 14th instant. I proceeded with Bimbashi Potts on the coastguard 
cruiser “ Abdul-el-Monaym ” to Mersa Matron. At that port we embarked three 
Bedouin prisoners, Turkish subjects, who had been arrested by the coastguard 
authorities for raiding in Egyptian territory, and eight head of cattle, for transport 
to Solium, where they were to be handed over to the Turkish authorities. We 
arrived at Solium on Monday eveninu, and 1 accompanied Bimbashi Potts on shore. 
We were met on the shore by several Turkish soldiers, who were not at all inclined to 
allow us to land. Howevei*, they finally allowed us to, and we remained on a small 
wooden jetty until the officer in command arrived. The case was then explained to 
him. He had a certain amount of information regarding the raiding, but only from 
Bedouin round about. He said he would rather not take the prisoners and cattle, 
as it would entail his sending them to Tebruk by land, a march of three and a-half 
days, with an escort, and most likely the cattle would die en route. The cattle were 
in very poor condition. Bimbashi Potts then sent them back to the cruiser, and they 
were re-embarked. The Turkish authorities at Solium have erected a large fort on 
the top of the plateau, with sufficient accommodation for a fairly large force. On 
the foreshore they have a small outpost and about six small buildings, one of which is 
the custom-house, where customs duties of 8 per cent, are collected. This information 
was given me by the coastguard officer of Mersa Matrou. Bimbashi Potts and 1 went 
up to the fort on the plateau, which is about 800 feet high. We were kindly received. 
The force 1 saw at Solium consisted of one officer and about ten men, all armed and 
mostly in rags. 

On Tuesday morning wo left for Tebruk, arriving there in the afternoon, 2 p.m., 
seven hours’ steaming from Solium. We sent an officer on shore with a letter to the 
Mudir explaining our mission, and he replied that he had no objection to our landing 
with the prisoners and cattle. 'Phis we did, and were received with full honours. 
The Mudir and other officials were most polite and friendly, 'lhe prisoners were 
handed over with the cattle; a receipt, signed by the Mudir, was given, lie quite 
understood the whole question and fully agreed that the raiding must cease, and that 
In* would do all in his power to stop it. We went all over Tebruk, which consists of 
about forty or fifty houses, stone built, shops, and the usual fort for the troops, 
of which T saw about twenty, and eight horses. The Mudir and officials came on 
hoax'd in the evening. The whole matter was carried out in the most amicable spirit, 
and we were received with all possible courtesy. 

L have, &c. 

(Signed) DOUGLAS MORICE, 

Ministry of Finance. 


[33252] No. 51. 

Sir N. O'Conor to Sir Edward Grey. —(Received October 7.) 

(No. 637.) 

Sir, Thera pin, October 2, 1907. 

1 IIAV H the honour to report that on the 30th ultimo Naouin Pasha, the Under¬ 
secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, took an opportunity of informing me that ho 
was instructed to discuss with me the question of the western frontier of Egypt, but 
that he was somewhat, at a loss as to the best means of approaching the subject, as 
he was not well acquainted with our position in regard to this matter, lie believed, 
however, that we regarded the frontier as passing by Solium. 

1 said that this was the case, and l thought that the Turkish Government 
would be well advised to endeavour to settle the question, as it might be very useful 
to them in the future to have the boundary between Egypt and Tripoli well defined 
and recorded, as it probably would be, by means of an exchange of notes. This 
remark, which was fully understood by Naouin Pasha, seemed to make an impression 
upon him such as 1 desired. 
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Iu case Naoura Pasha reverts to the question, and you should wish me to enter 
on a serious discussion of the frontier, 1 should he glad to be furnished beforehand 
with your instructions, and with the views of Sir E. Gorst, to whom I am sending a 
copy of this despatch, as to the attitude which I should adopt, as well as with mil 
information regarding the boundary line claimed by the Egyptian Government, not 
only in the vicinitv of Solium but further south. There is little doubt that the 
further south a delimitation were desired the more difficult the negotiations would 

become. , 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) N. R. O’CONOR. 


133535] 


No. 52. 


Mr. Lister to Sir Edward Grey. —(Received October 9.) 

(No. 492.) p flr fc, October 7, 1907. 

WITH reference to Sir F. Bertie’s despatch No. 374 of the 27th July and to 
previous correspondence on the subject, I have the honour to transmit herewith, 
extracted from the “ Temps ” of to-night, copy of a letter from M. Edouard Lambert,- 
former Director of the Khedivial School of Law at Cairo, addressed to the editor of 


that paper. _ „ „ , ,, ., 

M. Lambert, who has been appointed Professor of Law at Lyons, now considers 

himself sufficiently free from the ties that bound him at Cairo to be able to give a 
full explanation of the reasons that forced him to leave liis post of Director of the 

Khedivial School. . , 

He accuses Mr. Dunlop of blindly fighting against Trench culture in a school 
where the teaching is and must remain, unless a revolution occurs, that oi Preach 
law, for the Egyptian Code is based on the French. He has introduced, he says, a 
veritable parody of higher education by failing to keep up the personnel of the 
French section, on the grounds that it is bound' to disappear shortly, and even by 
"ettino- rid of the excellent and experienced teachers employed in the most largely 
attended section, namely, that in which French law is taught in English, these 
latter he has replaced by young Englishmen fresh from the University, whose 
io-uoranee of the jurisprudence of the country is as great as that of the pupils they 
have to teach. One by one, M. Lambert continues, he has seen all his efforts to 
improve the standard of the personnel of the teachers brought to nothing before 
yqi> Dunlop’s resistance dedaigneuse. The pupils themselves ha\ e been submitted 
by Mr Dunlop to a series of “ pinpricks and petty persecutions,” with the result 
that hardly a dozen out of 400 are to be found who are not blind adherents of the 
doctrines of Moustaplia Kamel Pasha. All his attempts to open Mr. Dunlop's eyes to 
the result of such a policy had been persistently disregarded. 

M. Lambert then proceeds to recount how Mr. Dunlop had put lus personal 
dignity to a severe test in trying to inveigle him into a campaign against Sand Pasha 
Za-hloul, a native Minister. “To have remained longer the collaborator of Mr. 
Dunlop,” lie says. <£ I should have either bad to consent to sacrifices of conscience 
still more humiliating or to have exposed myself to beiug caught every moment in 
open acts of treachery towards Saad Pasha Zaghloul.” 

His personal relations with Mr. Dunlop were naturally never very cordial. On 
one occasion Mr. Dunlop broke his word to him in the mattei of engaging two new 
professors, but owing to the support of a high English functionary he finally got his 
own way. To do this he had to make considerable concessions on other points to 
Mr. Dunlop, who, however, behaved to him when he was just about to leave for 
Europe on leave in a way that could only bring the greatest personal discredit on him 
in the eyes of all the natives. In refusing him leave at the last moment, Mr. Dunlop 
acted as if he were inflicting on him a sort of schoolboy punishment. Naturally he 
sent in his resignation, which was accepted with enthusiasm, and he was succeeded 
by Mr. Hill, about whom Sir Eldon Gorst is reported, rightly or wrongly, to have 
said, “ Mr. Hill est un ignorant ; tant mieux, il sera docile.” 

’Certain people, M. Lambert continues, blamed him for quittiug a post of this 
importance in the interests of France, but he contends that it is too late now for 
France to attempt to play any role in the education of Egypt. It would only 


* Not printed. 
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compromise French prestige for French professors to consent “to shelter under the 
folds of their gowns the work of intellectual suffocation carried on by Mr. Dunlop.” 

In four years the use of the French language will have disappeared in the 
Khedivial schools, as proved by the Khedivial Decree, the work of Mr. Dunlop, 
suppressing the first year of French instruction in the last of the secondarv schools 
of Cairo where it still existed—the Tewfikieli School. 

The only way, M. Lambert concludes, for France to maintain her intellectual 
influence in Egypt is by making use of the errors of the English school policy in the 
country to sproad their tree scholastic institutions. A French Law School still exists 
in Cairo, and what is wanted to attract the large majority of students is the harmonizing 
of the school programmes and methods with the needs of the country. 

Specialists in Mussulman law must bo employed, and Examining Committees 
similar to those existing in the School of Medicine at Beirout must be instituted. It 
is improbable that a more favourable moment will ever again present itself for 
reconstituting the monopoly of instruction in the law which was torn from France by 
the creation of the English section of the Khedivial Law School in 1899. 

The only comment made by the “ Temps ” on this letter is to the effect (hat it 
confirms the opinions that they (the “Temps”) expiessed some three months ago, 
when two “ bulletins ” were devoted to the matter, which twice formed the subject 
of debate in the Chamber, and provoked considerable emotion generally. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) REGINALD LISTER. 


[33861] No. 53. 

Mr. Graham to Sir Edward Grey. — (Received October 12.) 

(No. 170. Confidential.) 

Sir, Cairo, October 4, 1907. 

IN my despatch No. 163 of the 18th ultimo, I had the honour to report briefly to 
you the circumstances under which a Nationalist meeting had been held in Cairo on the 
14th. The general features of this meeting differed in no essential respect from those 
of other similar assemblies which have taken place, under the auspices of Moustaplia 
Kamel Pasha, during the last few years. The main result of the meeting, in the form 
of a representation addressed to His Majesty’s Government, is already within your 
knowledge. 

On the 21st ultimo, however, another meeting was held, of a more private character, 
hut which, by reason of the social status of its members, and of the public announcement 
by which it was followed, has attracted a much greater share of interest and attention. 
I venture to think that it may he desirable that I should submit to you my observations 
on this recent development in some little detail. 

Mr. Findlay had the honour to report to you at length, in his despatch No. 140, 
Confidential, of the 5th August, 1906, the circumstances under which a group of leading 
Egyptian Notables proposed to found a newspaper “El Jerideh” which should in¬ 
augurate a new epoch in Egyptian political journalism. 1 need not recapitulate 
Mr. Findlay’s remarks further than by saying that the two principal objects of the 
promoters were, first, the gradual attainment of a more coirect and intimate under¬ 
standing between the Government and the public, thus obviating, or at least diminishing, 
the incessant misrepresentations inspired by the extremists of both parties, and secondly, 
the introduction into the Eg\ ptian press of a spirit of moderation and impartiality in 
criticism and comment, which should take the place of the uncompromising bitterness 
and gross personal vituperation which now constitute such disagreeable features of a large 
majority of the leading vernacular papers. 

After encountering considerable difficulties and delays, the project was ultimately 
carried into execution, and the new organ appeared at the end of January last. It has 
not, so far, achieved any marked degree of success. As anticipated by Mr. Findlay, the 
principles professed by the founders evoked the vigorous hostility of the Nationalist 
party, whilst the support and sympathy received from the more moderate section of the 
educated public has been timid anfl lukewarm. Influences of various sorts have 
been set in motion to check the sale of the paper, and these have been so tar 
successful that, at the present time, the circulation of the “Jerideh” has only 
reached some 3,000, that of the “Lewa” falling little short of 10,000. The promoters, 
however, are not disheartened ; they can dispose of abundant funds; they have taken 
[1528] L 
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steps to prevent the repetition of one or two serious errors of judgment committed in 
the early days of the paper; and they express their conviction that a programme ot 
reason and moderation, steadily advocated by men of high standing and character, must 
in the end make its way. 

A further and interesting development of the undertaking has now been initiated. 
The meeting of the 21st ultimo, to which I have referred above, was attended by all the 
members of the “Society of the Jerideh,” which is composed wholly of members ot the 
Legislative Council or General Assembly, leading Ulema, and large provincial land- 
owners. On the opening of proceedings, the President, Hassan Abdul-Razok Pasha, 
delivered an address, in which he briefly indicated his views as to the needs ot the 
present situation, and proposed that the Society should constitute itself the nucleus of 
a political party, to be termed “ The Party of the Nation ” (Hizb-el-Umma). He sub¬ 
mitted for the approval of his colleagues the main articles of the political creed which he 
advocated, and at the close of the speech the resolution was adopted with acclamation. 

I may mention that the only dissentient voice was raised in favour of a peremptory 
demand for large and immediate rights of popular representation; the suggestion was 
unanimously and vehemently rejected, its author subsequently expressing his regret tor 
an acknowledged error of judgment. The “Jerideh ” of the same day published llassan 
Pasha’s speech as a manifesto, declared the “ Party of the Nation ” duly constituted, and 
invited the adhesion of the public to the principles enunciated. 

These principles are of the most studied moderation. The party is not to concern 
itself with any of the burning questions of the "Egyptian situation, to which alone 
attention has been given by the Nationalist party ; the desirability or otherwise of the 
British occupation; the position of His Highness the Khedive and of llis Majesty’s 
Representative respectively ; the rights of Great Britain in the Soudan joint government; 
none of these or kindred matters are to fall within the purview of the party. Their 
doctrine professes the acceptance ot the situation as it exists— at all events for the time 
being—and the concentration of their energies on such matters as they are more 
competent to handle, namely, the advancement of education both literary and technical: 
the impiovement of agriculture; the development of the moral condition of the masses; 
and the advocacy of a steady, but slow and cautions, movement in the direction of a 
reasonable degree of self-government. Nothing has as yet been decided as to the 
maimer in which the party will ultimately give effect or expression to their views 
otherwise than as pious aspirations through the medium of the “Jerideh,” hut this 
matter is now under consideration. In any case, it is not intended that these represen¬ 
tations shall be put forward in such a manner as would tend to embarrass the Government 
or excite popular feeling. 

Since the announcement of the programme, the new party has received the adhesion 
of numerous recruits, mainly belonging to the landed and legal classes, both from the 
capital and the provinces. Its reception by the press was at first fairly cordial; the 
extreme Nationalists protested that the propaganda in question were those which they 
themselves had consistently advocated; but, in consequence of later declarations ot the 
“ Jerideh,” they have since abandoned this somewhat untenable contention and have 
declared themselves hostile. Another section of the press considered the new 
programme as identic with that of the group recently formed by Mohamed Bey Wahid, 
with which you are acquainted. This is equally denied by the “ Party of the Nation,” 
mainly on the ground of the different standpoint from which they regard the question 
of the occupation, the consideration of which the latter, as 1 have said, leave entirely on 
one side. Meanwhile, the discussion is running high, hut is being conducted so far with 
a temper and decency unusual in Egyptian journalism. The Nationalists urge that the 
promoters of the new party, being all men of means and possessing a large stake in the 
country, are inclined to disregard the vital interests of the mass of the people, and to 
look only to the maintenance of quiet at any cost, and to the consequent increase of the 
material wealth of their own class. They stigmatize the programme as colourless, and 
even cowardly, and warn their readers against falling dupes to the aims of a few selfish 
capitalists. The Moderates reply that the ignorance and vaunting ambition of a few 
noisy demagogues constitute a much more serious peril to the country, and that an 
agitation is being rashly fomented which, if pushed to its logical conclusion, cannot 
fail to involve tils country in serious trouble, possibly even in the loss of national 
liberty. 

As regards the future of this new creation, it is of course impossible to speak with 
any degree of assurance. On the one hand, the men concerned are influential and 
representative; the majority are apparently sincere in their profession of faith; the 
leaders are wealthy and independent, and in any other country would not he regarded as 
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open to menace or cajolery. On the other hand, the Nationalists are undoubtedly 
correct m describing the programme as colourless, [t presents no features calculated to 
strike the imagination or excite interest. It reduces the old question to one of cold 
reason, which is eminently unattractive to the Eastern mind. It professes to he neither 
for nor against any one of those central factors round which, of late years, contending 
Egyptian parties have grouped themselves. The Khedive, the British, the Moslem, and 
the Christian, are all to be measured by an uniform standard of national utility and 
advancement. The new party have heartily invited the co-operation ol the native 
Christian element, thereby laying themselves open to the charge ot indifference to the 
interests ol the Faith. Finally, they possess, as at present constituted and inspired, no 
means of making themselves feared, being thus deprived of a powerful arm which will be 
freely used by their antagonists in the direction of paralysing their efforts and deterring 
possible adherents. ' *' 

Again, the party is exposed to another grave danger—the not improbable risk of 
disintegration by reason of internal rivalries and jealousies amongst the members 
themselves. Egyptians of the upper and middle classes are singularly incapable of the 
steady pursuit of combined action. Painfully susceptible as to their personal dignity, 
each man is anxious to secure a conspicuous position in the management of the 
enterprise, indifferent whether he does or does not possess the necessary qualifications of 
a leadei. I his naturally produces a fatal condition of insubordination and consequent 
disaffection. Also they are mutually distrustful in a high degree ; colleagues too readily 
persuade themselves that each one is only awaiting a favourable opportunity to betray 
the cause for its ow'n advantage, and the whole fabric thus becomes undermined and 
finally shattered. 1 am given to understand that the principal reason of the remarkable 
duration and success of the Nationalist party has been the undisputed influence and 
control which Mouslapha Pasha Kamel has been able to acquire and maintain over his 
coadjutors and subordinates. Whatever else may be said of this gentleman, it can 
hardly, t think, be denied that he has shown a very singular aptitude in this respect. L 
am not'so far aware of the existence of any similar personality in the ranks of the rival 
part), but it would ot couise he premature to form or to express any definite opinion as 
to the future prospects and possible utility of the “ Party of the Nation,” which, in its 
present phase, may perhaps be described as a movement of the landed gentry against 
the growing power, and, as they consider, subversive tenets, of a demagogue agitation. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) RONALD GRAHAM. 


134500] No. 5L 

The Mnn/uis di San Giulinno to Sir Edward Grey. (Received October IS.) 
(Translation.) 

\1. le Ministre, Italian Embassy, London, October l.j, 10()7. 

THE economic activity of Italy has in recent times been assuming a concrete 
and positive form in Tripoli, of which, as is well known, the Cyrenaica forms a part, 
and this development would he still greater and more rapid, with advantage to the 
said region and to international commerce, were it not for the obstacles which the 
local Turkish authorities continually put in the way. 

To remove these difficulties my Government will certainly have to take diplomatic 
action at Constantinople, and they are confident that this will he efficaciously supported 
by the British Government, in conformity with the sentiments of reciprocal and 
constant friendship and with the Agreements in force between our two countries. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) A. 1)1 SAN GIULIANO. 


[34650] No. .V». 

Sir E. Gorst to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 10.) 

(No. 01.; 

(Telegraphic.) P. Cairo, October 10, 1007. 

SIR A. IIARDINGE’S despatch Xo. 132 of the nth ultimo; Nile-Congo 
Railway survey. 
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The Soudanese Delegates are now in Cairo and are ready to take part in the 
proposed Conference. As they are anxious to return to their posts as soon as possible, 
I should b.' obliged if 1 might be informed of the date at which the Belgian Delegates 
may he expected. 
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No. 56. 


Sir E. (lot at to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 21.) 

gii. } ^ Cairo, October 13, 1907. 

WITH reference to your despatch No. 109 of the 27th August last to His Majesty’s 
Charge cl’Affaires at Rome, recording a conversation with the Italian Ambassadoi on 
the subject of the frontier between Egypt and Benghazi, I have the honour to report 
that I have since my return here made some further inquiries into this question, and 
have taken the opportunity of discussing it with the Sirdar. 

This frontier has never been officially defined, excepting, perhaps, on a map 
attached to the Firman given to Mehemet Ali at Constantinople in ISM, no copy of 
which appears to be extant : but, as you are aware, the Egyptian Government consider 
that this fiontier commences on the coast at Jebel Solium (longitude 25 20 east). 
Bedouin tradition asserts that a cairn on the headland at Jebel Solium maiks the 
frontier, and all the maps in the British Museum which give a frontiei agree in thus 
showing it. Even the official account of “ European Possessions and Protectorates in 
Africa.” published by the Italian General Staff at Rome in 1890, indicates Solium as 
the boundary (see despatch from the Intelligence Division to the foreign Office of the 
21st July, 1902). 

As regards the frontier further south, the oasis of Siwa was abandoned by the late 
Karamanli Bey, of Benghazi, to Mehemet Ali in 1820, and has since remained pint of 
Egypt, but there is some difference of opinion as to whether the frontier passes to the 
west of the oasis of Jarabub, or midway between Jarabub and Siwa. Between here and 
the intersection of the Tropic of Cancer with longitude 10 c east, /.<*., the northernmost 
point defined by the Anglo-French Agreement of March 1899, the frontier has never 

been defined. . , 

The Libyan Desert, including the oasis of Kufra, has not been effectively occupied 
by any European Power, and has been very rarely visited by Europeans. The sketch 
map attached to Foreign Office Print No. 14420 (letter from Director of Militaiy 
Operations of the 27th April, 1906) shows roughly the undetermined area. The oases 
of Kufra are scattered over a space of nearly 180 miles by 120, and comprise five 
principal oases. They are the head-quarters ol the Senoussi sect, and a centre of ihe 

arms traffic. . , ...... . ,,, 

After carefully considering the matter in communication with Sir Reginald \V ingate, 
l am of opinion that neither the Government of Egypt nor that of the Soudan have any 
interest in laying claim to the oases of Kufra, and that there would be no objection to 
so informing the Italian Government, should you consider such a couise ud\isablc. 

Sir N. O’Conor has been good enough to send me a copy of his despatch to you, 
No. 637 of the 2nd instant, in which he expresses a wish to be furnished with my view*, 
in case the Turkish Government raise a discussion on the question of the frontier. 

I can only say that, in my opinion, the conditions laid down in the Memorandum of 
the 18th April, 1905, attached to Lord Cromer’s despatch No. 55, Confidential, of the 
14th April, 1906, should be adhered to, and I have no further proposal to make on this 
subject. I am causing further inquiries to be made with regard to the boundary south of 

Solium. . 

A cony of this despatch has been sent to Sir N. O’Conor. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) ELDON GOltSi. 
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No. 57. 

Sir E. Gorst to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received October 21.) 

Cairo, October 13, 1907. 

WITH reference to your despatch No. 248 of the 12th ultimo, I have the honour 
to transmit herewith a letter addressed to the Sirdar by the Director of the Soudan 
Government Railway, forwarding a Report by Captain S. F. Newcombe, R.E., on his 
survey of the proposed railway in the Lado Enclave 

The whole question (which 1 have bad a recent opportunity of discussing with the 
Sirdar) will no doubt be settled in all its bearings at the forthcoming meeting in Cairo 
of the Representatives of the Governments interested in the matter. 

5 ou will observe that in the Reports herewith inclosed suggestions are made with 
regard to the construction of a railway line direct from Stanlewille to Shambi, or to 
the Semliki River connecting thence with the Uganda Railway, as offering greater 
advantages than a line through the Enclave, I am, however, of opinion that it would 
be better not to put forward suggestions of this nature, which might arouse mistrust 
regarding our attitude towards the plan already agreed upon between 11 is Majesty’s 
Government and the Congo Government in the minds of the latter, hut to wait for the 
present and see whether any such proposals emanate from them. In these circum¬ 
stances, the presence of any delegate from Uganda in the forthcoming Committee 
would not now be necessary. 

Sir F. Wingate has drawn my attention to the excellent services rendered by 
Captain Newcombe and a Captain Mackenzie, R.A.M.C., in the late survey. I have 
pleasure in entirely indorsing this appreciation of the go >d work done by these two 
officers. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) ELDON GORST. 


[34704] 

(No. 179.) 
Sir, 


Inclosure 1 in No. 57. 

Governor-General Sir R. Wingate to Sir E. Gorst. 

Sir. London, September 30, 1907. 

I HAVE the honour to forward herewith the Report of Captain S. F. Newcombe 
on his survey for the proposed railways in the Lado Enclave, with a covering letter 
from the Director of the Soudan Government llailwais. 

1 concur generally in the conclusions expressed therein, and beg to draw attention 
to the excellent services rendered by Captain Newcombe and Captain Mackenzie, 
R.A.M.C. 

I presume that the general question in all its hearings will be discussed in Cairo, 
and I strongly concur in Captain Midwinter’s view that it would be desirable to have a 
Uganda representative present at the meeting in Cairo. 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) REGINALD WINGATE, 

Governor-General of the Soudan. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 57. 

Captain Midwinter to Governor-General Sir R, Wingate, 

London , September 24, 1907. 

1 HA VE the honour to forward herewith the Report of Captain S. F. Newcombe, 
R.E., on his railway survey in the Lado Enclave, which he carried out in conjunction 
with the Commissioners ot the Congo Free State. 1 also include a Memorandum from 
[1528] M 
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Captain Mackenzie, R.A.M.C., on the health of the Enclave. The party left Khartoum 
on the 15th 'February, and returned on tlie Oth August, 1907. Lieutenant Micklem, 
R.E., who also accompanied the Commission, was obliged to return after two months 

owing to fever. . . . 

2. The Report deals in Chapters I to III with the various routes, and in 
Chapter IV with engineering considerations. A second part, dealing with the adminis¬ 
tration of the Enclave, with notes on natives, transport, climate, various road reports, 
&c., accompanied by photographs, is under preparation, and will be forwarded in due 

course. . . .. 

3. It, had heen suggested to the Congo Free State Commissioner that a route via 
Kbor Kaia might be suitable. It was found, however, that this route presented certain 
engineering difficulties, and that an easier route might be obtained elsewhere. In 
addition, this route appeared the least suitable for developing traffic. Instructions were 
accordingly given to Captain Newcombe to examine every possible route as far as he 
could and to report on their respective merits, so as to insure the eventual adoption ot 
the most suitable route available. 

Under these circumstances it did not appear desirable to attempt any detailed 
survei for the exact location of a line, inasmuch as neither time nor money were available 
for the detailed survey of every possible route, while, had only one route been surveyed, 
it would possibly have proved to be the wrong one. 

Captain Newcombe’* Report gives full information as to the merits and demerits ot 
four different routes, and l fully concur in his opinion that, it the railway is to be made 
through the Enclave, route 1 is the best. 

4. ft would appear, however, to be worthy of consideration by the Congo free State 

Government whether a railway direct from Stanleyville to Sliambe through the 
Bomokandi district would not. serve their purpose better than a line through the Enclave, 
inasmuch as by thus shortening the route to Khartoum lower treights would be obtain¬ 
able and the traffic thereby more fully developed. _ . 

5. It should also be borne in mind that, from an economic point ot view, a line from 
Stanleyville due east to a port on the Semliki River, connecting thence with the Uganda 
Railway and not entering the Enclave at all, would afford the shortest and cheapest 
outlet for traffic from the eastern provinces of the Congo Free State. It this latter 
consideration is of any importance, it would appear desirable to have a Uganda 
representative on the Commission in Cairo. 

(j. In conclusion, I beg to call attention to the excellent work carried out by 
Captain Newcombe. lie has, in less than six months, covered some 2,000 miles in the 
Enclave, largely on foot, despite a considerable amount of fever during the rains, and 
has prepared very valuable maps and reports. He received the most valuable assistance 
from Captain Mackenzie, R.A.M.C. 

I have, &e, 

(Signed) E. C. MIDWINTER, Director, 

Soudan Government Railway. 


Inclosure 13 in No. 57. 

Report on a Surrei/ lor a Ruilway throuyli the Lado Enclave, by Cuptuin 
S. F. Newcombe, R.E. 


PART I. 


Chapter I.— Routes in Lado Knelave. 

II.—Routes outside Lado Enclave. 

,. HI.—Consideration of u Port on the Nile. 

., IV.—Kngineoring Considerations. 

,, V.—Medical Report by Captain Mackemie, R.A.M.C. 


Chapter 1. —-Routes in Lado Enclave. 

T1IE Anglo-Belgian party, sent to discover the best route lor the railway from 
some point on a navigable portion of the Nile to the Nilc-Congo watershed, were 
recommended to see whether a line could he built to the watershed ot Khor Kaia, 
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out were given no other instructions as to where the railway was ultimately intended to 
go, or what points, or part, of the Congo State such a railway is intended to serve. 

It has been assumed, therefore, that the general idea was to join the navigable 
portions of the*Nile and Congo, or to open up] either the Aruwimi or Bomokandi 
districts by giving them an outlet to the Nile. 

It was accordingly determined to see through what country railway routes could 
best be taken, and what parts arc impracticable without spending too much time on 
detail. 

For the Congo State generally there are three possible routes for export, namely, 
vi& Bomn, Mombasa, and the Nile. 

It will be found cheaper to export via, Boma from the Stanley Falls, and perhaps 
from 50 miles east of that point, than b> either of the other routes. Such being the 
case, the district to he tapped by the Nile is that lying between the Nile basin and a 
line 50 miles east of the Congo. 

Hence the following lines may he considered :— 

1. The straight line from Lado or Rejaf to Stanleyville following the present 
automobile road or north of it, thence via Vankerchovenville, the Nepoko River, and 
south of Aruwimi. 

2. Rejaf, Khor Kaia, thence either vift Nepoko River as in (1), or else up the Kibbi 
River to Irumu to join to the route already surveyed by the Belgians in 1903 to Stanley¬ 
ville. (The Ituri range of mountains probably renders a route crossing between Nepoko 
River and Upper Ituri impracticable.) 

3. Rejaf, Khor Kaia, KhorKibo, via Ivhor Anua watershed, into Khor Kibbi and 
Upper Ituri. 

1. Rejaf, Mahagi, Stanleyville, as surveyed in 1903. 

All these routes, or such parts of them as pass through the Enclave, were seen 
except (4), lor which the time was insufficient; this route, however, has been surveyed, 
and doubtless the detailed account would be given on request in Brussels. 

Route 1.—Of these routes (1) is the best as regards to Enclave, and probably also 
for the Congo. It is the most direct from the Congo to the Nile, passing through 
richer country in (he Congo than the others. A branch could be taken from it towards 
Bomakandi along the automobile road, while in the Enclave it passes through good 
cultivable country with a certain population in it. 

This is the easiest route from the engineering standpoint, and would assist traffic in 
the southern Bahr-el-Ghazal. 

Route 2. —That by Khor Kaia (and the one originally suggested) has nothing to 
recommend it ; it, leads non here in particular, and, though a possible line, would be 
difficult to construct. After two journeys no satisfactory route was seen, and much 
further study would be required to find a good line along if ; except the Congo watershed, 
it passes through an entirely unpopulated country. Tt would be far more costly in 
construction than route 1. 

Route 3.—Route 3 is only proposed as an alternative to route t, in the event of the 
latter route being required but found impracticable, owing to the steep descent into 
Mahagi (see next paragraph). This line could be brought from Ituri River, Khor Anua 
watershed, and thence round, as shown on the map, to Khor Kaia. ft would be a long 
line to construct, ami probably a difficult one. In the Enclave it would pass through 
Lugware country, which is well populated, and rich in grain and cattle, and a branch 
line could easily be run to the Nile anywhere south of Dufile, should one he required 
for the construction of a hat rage. 

Route •!.—This is reported possible in the Belgian Survey Report of 1903, though 
there are difficulties near Dufile, and the descent into Mahagi is very sleep. However, 
this is a very lengthy way of joining Stanleyville to the Nile, and seems scarcely worth 
considering, in view of the fact that once Mahagi is reached it will be cheaper to 
build a line from Butiaba to Entebbe and send goods to Mombasa, then to continue to 
Mahagi and Rejaf, and then send goods to Fort Soudan. As a matter of fact, a 
railway is now being projected from Butiaba to Entebbe. 

What the Congo Slate view may be neither the Belgian engineer, M. Slosse, nor 
the Enclave officials know, but route 1 seems to be the only one with any possibilities of 
being of any value to them. 

This facilitates the question of a port on the Nile, as with route I there is no 
advantage in taking a port south of Lado, where the river, though possible for 
navigation, is not good. It is recommended, therefore, to make Ladolokei or Ladokoda 
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(one being 4 miles north, and the other 4 miles south of Mongol#) the port. Up to this 
point the & river is easily’navigable. From Uddokei the l ' ne w ould & s S °vvn on 
the plan west of Gehel Lado, up the Khor Kado Valley, south of Gehe Mm, thence 
to Kanei-where it would cross the Yei River-to the frontier near Gehel lagan. Hus 
would be a o-ood route, with the exception of the watershed at the source of the K ior 
Koda, which would require some rock-cutting and heavy bankwork to obtain an easy 
gradient otherwise earthworks and bndgeworks are comparatively light. 
g An alternative route to this might he taken north of the oth parallel of latitude 
and turning to the'souUilivt'st attar the Gebel tali ,™ S e. Th» country «« not 

seen except from the tops of hills. It is a tint country, however, cut by vain us khms , 
would probablv lie an easy line to build, have similar advantages to the other route 
recommended, and he even nearer the southern Bahr-el-Ghazal, without lengthening the 
main route. It should therefore lie considered by the detailed survey party. 


Cuapteu II .—Routes outside Lado Enciavc. 

As far as can he gathered, the Congo Government have not laid down any special 
objects which they intend the Enclave Railway to fulfil, nor disclosed what portions of 

the Congo State the line shall he continued through. . prn 

In examining the best methods of providing railway transport foi the eastern 
basin of the Congo, i.e., the Bomokandi and Aruwimi districts, the following mam 
outlets should he considered :— 

(a.) Via Lado Enclave and the Nile. 

(b.) Via Shambe or Meshra and the Nile. 

(c.) Via Mahagi or a port on the Semliki River and Uganda. 

(a,) If ,t is determined to build a line somewhere in the Enclave, route 1, as 

recommended in Chapter I, will probably he the least useless. ,i 

There is no country within 150 miles radius west of Lago through which it to lid 

possibly pay to run a railway. . . . , ,• 

The districts which might prove profitable arc Aruwimi ami Bomokandi. 

(b.) Taking Bomokandi post as the centre of the latter district, it will he found that 
Shambe, Meshra-el-Rek, and Lado are practically equidistant from it. Hence a railway 
from Bomokandi to either of these places would in all probability charge the same 

rates from Bomokandi. , ... , „ .-n 

But Shambe is 180 miles nearer Khartoum than Lado, and Meshra is nearer still. 

Supposing 3 1. per ton as the rate for ordinary goods between Lado and Khartoum, 
this meaAs a saving of 10,. per ton on the through rate, besides some two days saving in 
time The river, too, up to Shambe will he distinctly good, as soon as the Bain-tl-Zeia 
project is finished by the Irrigation Department, hut Shambe to Lado is not, and will 

not, he an easily navigable portion of the Nile. 

The Aruwimi district, considered alone, would he host seived by a railway to 
Mahagi, as already surveyed; thence via the railway now being surveyed between Laves 
Albert and Victoria Nvnnzn and by the present Uganda Railway to Mombasa. 

Or, better still, from the Congo point of view, would be a port on the Semliki 

River, if a railwav could be brought there. / _ , .. , . 

Supposing, however, that the Bomokandi-Sliambe (or Meshra) line be constructed, 
it would in all probability he found cheaper to continue this line to the Aruwimi district 
when funds permitted, and so have one railway serving the whole eastern basin of the 
Congo, instead of one for the Bomokandi district going north and another tor the 

Aruwimi district going east. . . lwi 

The advantages generally of a line from Bomokandi to Shambe over one to the 

Enclave are:— 

1. A saving of at least 10s. per ton for all goods on through rates to Khartoum. 

2 A saving of two or three days in time for goods and passengers. 

3. A line to Shambe would cut the automobile road and the Uele River at right 

angles, thus utilizing the present methods of transport as feeders. 

The line to Lado would render a large portion of the automobile road useless, and 

thus waste Gm^j^y ^ W()U j d p rov ide one railway (Aruwimi-Bomokandi to Shambe) 
serving the two main districts, whereas the Aruwimi-Lado line would serve only one 
district or require a branch to Bomokan-'i. 
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3. The advantages to the Soudan need not he enumerated, hut ccilainly the Shambe 
line would pay better than the Lado line, owing to its being more useful t) the Soudan 
and it is to the interest of the Congo Government that the line should pay. 

fi. The rates being cheaper via Shambe would mean that the railway would tap 
a mote extensive country, and reach farther west than the Lado line, and the sphere 
to be tapped by the Leopoldville-Matadi Railway would be lessened, e.g., Jabbir 
district would probably send produce via Shambe in preference to Matadi; hut if 
the line went to Lado it might be cheaper to send from Jabba via Matadi rather than 
vi4 Lado. , 

7. The Dinka country round Shambe should be able to provide cattle for Bomo- 
kandi, where they are required, and a local traffic developed which would not be possible 
through the Enclave. 

Practically speaking, the Cdngo Government should have no objection to this 
route, provided Articles 4 and 5 of the Agreement of the 9th May, 1906, he 
applied to Shambe instead of to Lado. When the Enclave is handed over, the 
Congo Government will have no greater political rights in Lado than in any part of the 
Bahr-el-Ghazal. 

• through the Enclave to the Aruwimi district could possibly compete 

with the Aruwimi—Mahagi—Mombasa route. 

In all piobahility this route can be further improved and cheapened by making a 
port on the Semliki River instead of at Mahagi, as it has recently been discovered that 
the semliki River is navigable for at least 100 miles from its mouth on the Albert- 
A yamza, and therefore goods could he taken by boat from a port situated up the river to 
Lutiaha, or wherever the Uganda port will be. The port on the Semliki River will he 
in Congo territory, and not, like Mahagi, in leased territory, a further advantage to the 
C ongo Government. 

A railway could thus he built from Stanleyville to the Semliki River, with a branch 
to the Bomokandi district. 

ihis would without doubt he the best and soundest method of providing transport 
for the Congo. r 

Considering the subject from an economic point of view, the engineering difficulties 
should not be any greater, while the length of railway line to he constructed would he 
very much shorter than for any other route. 

In considering all these routes, however, the financial aspect has to he borne in 
mind. 

Inasmuch as the Soudan Government is financially responsible, the following 
information and guarantee should be obtained before coming to a decision 

L What districts the line is intended to serve ? 

2. What are the goods it is proposed to import and export from these districts > 

3, What potential developments these districts possess—their population natural 

products, &c. ? ’ 

4, If the line through the Enclave be built, some guarantee should be given that no 
competing line be built to Mahagi or the Semliki Hiver. 

5. Some guarantees should he given that rates vifi Boma are not reduced by subsidy 
so as to compete unduly with the Enclave Railway. 

I he main advantages ot a railway in the Enclave to the Soudan would be_ 

(a.) To assist the administration and development of the Enclave and Southern 
Bahr-el-Ghazal. 

(6.) To join up the navigable portions of the Nile, i.e., to circumvent the rapids 
between Rejaf and Dufile. 1 

As regards (a), route 1, the proposed route north of the automobile road fulfils ■ 
this object better than any other route through the Enclave, but obviously the Shambe 
line would lie far more useful for this purpose. 

(6) would be achieved by either routes 3 or 4, both of which are undesirable and 
expensive. When it becomes necessary to join Rejaf to Dufile, it will undoubtedly be 
found best to build a line from Gondokero to Nimule, i.e., on the east and not west bank 
of the Nile. Die route on the east bank is reported to be very easy, and is shorter 
than Rejaf to Dufile owing- to the bend of the river. Uganda officials bicycle between 
Nimule and Gondokero. 

[1528] 
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Tins line could be continue,1 from Nimnle to Victor!,, Nyanza, 
through the rich country west of Mount lilgon, ami would be ot strategic value as 
as tie opening np an extensive district. 


Chapter ITT. -Consideration of a Port on the Nile. 

The position of the port depends entirely on the route to be taken 

[f r o„te 1 he taken, the port should be at Ladokoda or Ladolokei, about b and 

15 miles north of Lado respectively. Up to thesc l ),accs t, ^ er f. 1S cllfhcalt - v ’J 1 
navigating the Nile, except the sharp bends all through the Sadd country and sou 1 

Ci There is a good bank at Ladolokei on the straight, at least half a-nnle long, with 
deep water and a sufficiently wide channel along it. There should be sufficient mom 

"S' decide whether Ladolokei or Udokoda is the more 

“"‘“it 6 route 2 be taken up Khor Kaia, the port should be lirmr-iit further south t» 
save railway material, ami be either at Rejaf or at Tongam miles north ot Rejat ami 

near the south end of Gondokero Island). ..... ■ .,i u ,„ )P ,. q i,..,i 

A tfood line for some 30 miles can be obtained Irom longani along a wateishcd, 
and this”place was selected and surveyed by M. Slosse, as being the niewt[suitable ; tu. 
for route •<, which he originally understood to he the desired route. Llieu are many 
objections to this Site, however: the channel opposite is narrow, tlie current is swill^ hm, 
and the country inland is broken and rocky, not providing a i ei) sill a > ’ . ,, j 

the main obieotim, is that the channel to reach it from the north end ol Gondokeio 
Island has 'such sharp bends, with a narrow channel, that a steamer with two baizes 

""iCto not advisable, Ltejaf, or some place near it, would he taken 
For routes 3 or 4, the further south the port is the less railway has to 
that nractically for routes 2, 3, and 4, the same site would be chosen. 

The river is navigable to a point 7 miles south ol Rejat, and quite < ? cl f'' )0l 1) S | | 
could be found there—in fact, Minin's steamers used to go as far south as Khoi Inn, 

7 There*ar c^s°an il-ba 11 ks, however, just 1 mile north of Lado, in a ‘™ l 

channel Between Lado and Gondokero are other sand-banks not so tioublesonic as 
Sr north of Lado. From the north end of Gondokero Island to the south end are 

two channels, the east and west. , , . , , . i i unn |,i 

r rhe east channel is usually taken by Soudan steamers, hut sand- 
prohahlv render this channel useless during low Nile, especially with barges. 

1 The west channel is usually lake., by the Congo bowls. . U ,» »mtt »nd deep hot 
has many sharp bends with a narrow channel, as mentioned above, and so may wove 
impossible to steamers with barges. At the top of tins channel, or., the so nth, on lot 
Gondokero island, are some rocks with an opening only wide enough or a single steam. , 
and with a swilt current passing through. These rocks could probably be blasted . . ) , 

and an opening made large enough for barges. Irmu tins point to Ktjat, oi 7 miles 
south of it, there are sand-hanks, hut nothing serious. Steamers can theietotc luicl 
Rejaf, except at Low Nile, without great difficulty, hut tins section 0 * 1 ie ' 

Ladokoda southwarils is not good ; a further argument in favour ot route 1 

this ^^ctiom rutiuired S()uth) lhc river must be accurately surveyed, and all channels 

properly determined before a decision is arrived at. But with present ^ 

best port would he the southernmost, point attainable, i.e., close to Khoi Dmlu, 7 ■ 

south of Rejaf. 


C 11A PTEU IV.— limjineerimj Considerations. 

Route 1 —The port being determined as either Ladolokei or Ladokoda by the 
survey parly, the line should go north of Uebel Lado and cross the khor Koda some¬ 
where nea/Karagalhih, thence up the right bank of Khor Koda till due east ot Gehel 

Mm As far as was seen, no difficulty whatever occurs in this section, unless the black 
cotton soil cannot he avoided. The soil for the most part appeared to he tanly fnm, \\\ 


a dark red sandy surface; iron conglomerate was found distributed here and there. 
Patches of cotton soil, which would he marshy during heavy rains, were crossed ; hut 
these might he avoided, and if not, should not cause great difficulty if a sufficiently high 
bank is made. 

Khor Koda would require 40 feet span, otherwise in this section culverts only are 
wanted. 

Grades in this section would be very easy. 

From due east of Gehel Miri to the top of the watershed dividing Khors Koda, 
Luri, and Pini is difficult owing to the steep ascent. This is the section which will decide 
the maximum grade, and without further details it is impossible to say exactly what 
work will he required, or which branch valley of Khor Koda the line should take. 

There are four spurs and three valleys up which the line could go—the line would 
gradually get on to one of the spurs till the crest is reached. If a 1 per cent, grade is 
accepted, there will be a distance of about 9 miles to climb to the summit. It depends 
how the spurs can be utilized, what hank and cutting will be necessary, perhaps 20 feet 
depth of each for 1 mile. 

The spurs are granitic schist covered with soil, hut being very shaly, the rock will 
not he very difficult. Except for this earthwork, no other difficulties occur. Once on 
the watershed between Khors Luri and Koda it can he followed up to Kadei, thence 
along the watershed between Khors Pini and Luri till the source of Khor Bibi is 
reached. 

As heights were recorded by aneroids only no definite estimate can he given, hut 
there should he no difficulty except that of hank and cutting, which might reach 10 to 
20 feet for short distances. 

There is good firm soil most of the way, with rock not far underneath- in places 
there is a rock outcrop ; but by keeping to the watershed, washouts and bridging will be 
greatly reduced. 

From the sources of Khor Bibi the line should probably follow the southern water¬ 
shed of the Khor Bibi basin, reaching the Yei River at Kapei. The actual line seen 
was north of this watershed, hut except for undulations the country did not appear 
difficult; bridges would he few and small. 

The Yei River would require a 120-feet span, and approaches for a quarter of a mile 
15 feet high: foundations arc rock, and not deep. Kapei is certainly a good place to 
cross; if the line went further south there would be more big khors to cross. The 
country on the east bank of the Yei, just opposite Kapei, gave a very good approach to 
the river, while further south the ground was much more undulating and cut up. 

From Kapei the line would keep north of Khor Koklnva basin, i.e., north of Khor 
Nembiri and of Gehel Zerukani, thence across the Khor Warei, north of Gebel Tagnri 
to Lukudu and the Nile Congo watershed at the source of Khor Embessi. 

The actual route that should he taken was not seen, hut in any case the country 
here provides no engineering difficulties. It is rough and rocky in places, hut the 
general rise and tall of spurs and valleys are not excessive or likely to necessitate a 
steep grade. 

The total distance through the Enclave of this line may be taken as 155 miles. 

Ladolokei to east of Gehel Miri, 60 miles. If Ladokoda he chosen, Ladokoda to 
Gehel Miri, 54 miles. 

East of Gebel Miri to Kapei, 50 miles. 

Kapei to watershed of Khor Embessi, 45 miles. 

Bank may average 4 to 5 feet, with occasional lengths up to 15 and 20 feet for 
1 mile at Khor Koda source. 

Cutting's should not he numerous. In addition to 20 feet for 1 mile near Khor 
Koda source there would he a few unimportant places. 

Bridges are few, owing to the line being kept as much as possible along watersheds. 
Khor Koda and Khor Yei are the two main khors to be passed with bridges of 
40 and 12(1 teet span respectively; even if the line cannot keep to the watersheds, 
remaining bridges will raiely exceed 15 to 20 feel span. Grade taken as 1 per cent, 
should he obtainable easily, except at Khor Koda source. A little extra earthwork and 
cutting at this point should enable a l per cent, grade to he obtained. Water should 
he plentiful for railway purposes when the line is built; during construction the supply 
may not he ample. 

Stone is sufficient tor ballasting purposes, shaly quartz and micaceous rocks being 
the principal stones found. There is no gravel nor a good building stone, unless good 
granite he found. 

Lime has not been found. Ivuukur was seen in small quantities near the Nile. 









The Belgians never use lime, not having found any ; they use mud onlv for tlieir niortar 
in their bride houses. 

There is no timber available for sleepers, but sufficient could be found for all local 
work, especially in the Yei Valley. Mahogany and a species of teak grow along some 
of the khors, giving good timber but not in large quantities. Bamboo from 1 inch 
to 3 inches diameter are found on most of the hills, and are very useful for thatch 
rooting. 

Altogether, route 1 may be considered an easy line to construct, the only 
difficulty being to get from Khor Koda Valley to the Koda-Luri watershed. In one 
reconnaissance it was impossible to obtain more than a rough idea of where the line 
should go, but it will not be more difficult to build than the Suakin to Summit section. 

Koute 2 was not sufficiently easy to decide what line could be taken after two 
reconnaissances. Parts of it are simple enough : the first 30 miles from Tongani, if 
that place be chosen as a port, would be along a watershed with no difficulties except 
01 }e of getting on to it. To pass through the chain of hills south of 
irebel Kidi is difficult, and there is only one place likely to prove satisfactory—at the 
source of a khor 5 miles south-south-west of Papua rest-house. From the barometer 
readings there would be a cutting ot 50 feet for half-a-mile on a grade of 1*5 per cent. 

. u VP J°„ Mafi , fr ° m here wouitl no1 be serious 5 after that point the line would 
probably follow the watershed south of Wande rest-house and thence south, keeping east 
ot Khor Lugukuri and Khor Shuli. Only part of this country was seen, ft, did not 
appear to afford other difficulties than those of bank and cutting; the latter in rock. 

1 hence to cross Khor Kidjo and up the watershed ou its right hank to the sources of the 
Kaia would require considerable earthwork to keep a good grade. The last 9 miles of 
the Kaia watershed would be at least as difficult and on as steep a grade as the 
difficult portion of route ], Khor Koda source. 

Distance from Tongani to Kaia watershed, 120 to 125 miles. 

V hen the Kaia watershed is reached the country beyond is practically unexplored, 
and where the line would go next remains an interesting problem. 

Khor Kaia itself would he impracticable as a route. 

Route 3 would leave Rejaf or a site 7 miles south of it, keep along the Nile till 
near Kaia, then along the left bank of Khor Kaia, up Khor Kibo past Gebel Kandiri, 
across the watershed dividing Khor Kibo and Khor Ivasi, then parallel to the Nile and 
perhaps 10 or 12 miles west of it, up Khor Anna to its watershed. A generol idea 
ot this route was seen: the actual country passed through would not be the railway 
route; the heights of watersheds and slopes of the valleys show that a 1 per cent, 
grade could be obtained. Bridges would be more numerous in this route, as the line 
would keep down in the valley instead of on the watershed. 

the line is probably of about the same difficulty as route 2, but taps a more 
productive country, and would join the two navigable portions of the Nile. It would be 
about 160 miles long in Enclave territory. 

The heights of the Nile-Congo watershed at Khor Kaia and Khor Anua are 
approximately 2,000 and 2,650 feet above Lado, while the watershed of Khor Embessi 
(the JNile-Congo watershed in route 1) is only 1,250 feet above Lado, so that the 
a ter route keeps on distinctly lower ground and has easier grades—is, in fact, in a flatter 

LvUim y, 

, r °“ tc 1 be accepted, a reconnaissance would be advisable to obtain a more 

thoroughly 6 and WeSt ° f th ° Y<?i RiVer ’ a ' ld t0 StUtly Khor Koda more 

The country north of the Miri and Luti ranges of hills was not studied; this should 
be considered by a reconnaissance party, the route to be taken being just to the north 
end ot these ranges of hills and then turning south-west towards Wande, possibly 
keeping north of the Rorei River to the frontier V 

Uganda^ 01 * 1 ^ consdruc ^ n 8 ^ ie bne " have to be brought from the Congo or from 

1 lie Congo State should have no difficulty in bringing the same labourers who are 
now constructing the Stanleyville-Ponthicville Railway. These men are recruited from 
the Province Onentale and from Stanleyville neighbourhood. They cost 75 centimes to 
bO centimes per diem. 

Carriers from Uganda require 3 rupees to 5 rupees a-month arid food. If labourers 
Mere obtained from there, they would not cost more than the 75 centimes, if as much. 
Probably 2,000 could be recruited trom near Kampala. 

Skilled labour, mechanics and drivers, will be difficult to obtain. Egyptians are 
quite out ot the question. 


Tlie Congo State pay about 4/ 

the cos/of bringing these men from Boma (even if 

obtainable in sufficient < l“"t't* eB ) ”1 ting ln dian skilled labour, tlieir rates of 

An inquiry was made to Entebbe ■ P S Enclave but no reply was received, 

pay, ami likelihood of getting any to come to the 1 « could be obtained 

However, probably the chcapes ^ “«***“*£ to get 

Europeans; Danes! sTeS SZ&U mJI and Mans at quite moderate wages, and 
^''’“SUebtbtu/cZd 1 Recruited from the EncUv.. 

economically employed in cidtivating large J hUc t0 distribute seed to various 

Ws»rS5r-“ 

European is in charge and local laboui employed. 


CHAPTim V .—Medical Report by Captain C. Mackenzie, R.A.M.C. 

The British survey party,' 

rn'giS'^Tgda^mi Dugmb foU ifhartou! the 15th February, arnvmg at 

mules and fifty donkeys for 

...* 

about thirty-five. » . iv , nnipi .q ( m \i\c) “ E.A.” pattern, tour 

The medical equipment 1 ‘ iant ity of medical comforts such as 

hammocks for carrying ^>', L 1 rJ? eacl j Soudanese boy was served out two 

Bovril, arrowroot, milk, and b andy, ■ tw0 boys one large mosquito net. 

^ malaria ’ and aU ' vaterfor 
Europeans was bnilod before druiUmg. end of the dry season, 

„ <*>-. ^ ™ nut ^ 
^“Sof five Europeans stationed a. Lado■ ~ 

a Belgian gentleman wb<> had crmretheie late yt thl P health ot our party 

We left Lado for the ...tenor o... the> «h^March, ^ ^ 1|>a ^ ?nt out break 

remained good until our aniva a t„ be attacked were our Egyptian servants, 

of sickness amongst our men. I ho at to ftl(M) taUen ?H. The disease 

but in the next and following d* v svm))toms 0 f “ dengue ” fever. The men who 

they were suffering horn presented ? [j morn ing were within an hour stricken 

were apparently quite m their usual health ■i ^ ™ ^ases, also accompanied by a 

down with high fever, pains in the ^; the Soudanese, with the excep- 
rash. We had to carry ie tJl ‘ village, came on as best they could, 

learnt°fron^the 'Belgian'drcto^a^Y ei' 1 that last^year a similar outbreak had occurred 

there we reached Baugali on the Congo boundary the March, and he. Li— 

Micklem crot ill for the first time. On the -nd Apn • We reacbe d Lado 

and Lieutenant Micklem bad slight altack ^ ‘ 0 . became sick. He remained 

ao-ain the 14th April where ^tenant iMicklem a am e to Khartoum. 

£« £ wThtr^r slot men, one of whom, 1 regret 

* “ftST bad a Sharp malaHa, and 

on the 8th April M. Dugond went down with lever, 

29th June. , I i the months of May and June Captain 

- 1 we 

left M. Slosse behind ill at Rejat. 

[15-Bj 
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Captain Newcombe, although never feeling really well, and suffering from slight 
enlargement of the spleen, continued work up to the end of July, when he returned 
to Lado once more. 

I found now that every hard day’s work or wetting brought on a corresponding 
attack of fever in Captain Newcombe, and as the rains were increasing and the 
grass getting too long for any further work in the interior, I advised him to return to 
Khartoum. This he agreed to do, and we left Lado on the 31st July. 

A report of the prevailing diseases and biting flies, of which I made a collection, 
will be furnished later. 


[34990] No. 58. 

Sir A. Hardinye to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 22.) 

(No. 5.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Brussels, October 22, 1907. 

WITH reference to Sir E. Gorst’s telegram No. 01 respecting the survey ot' the 
Nile-Congo Railway, 1 have the honour to report that Mr. Chilton saw M. deCuvelier 
this morning, who told him that he had telegraphed to M. Slosse some weeks ago 
instructing him to return here in order that he might confer with him. M. de Cuvelier 
had no information to the effect that M. Slosse had started but he believed him to have 
clone so, and that he would arrive shortly. 

It was possible, he said, that M. Slosse might be returning via Cairo, and that 
very likely, after the question had been discussed in Brussels, another Delegate might 
go to Cairo instead of M. Slosse, who would not return there. 

M. de Cuvelier promised to inform me as soon as lie know at what date the 
Delegates of the Congo Government could reach Egypt. 


[35071] No. 59. 

Sir A. Hardinqe to Sir Edward Grew—(Received October 23.) 

(No. 140.) 

Sir, Brussels , October 22, 1907. 

WITH reference to my telegram No. 5 of to-day’s date, .1 have the honour to 
report that Mr. Chilton called on M. de Cuvelier in my absence this morning, and 
inquired of him when the Delegates of the Congo Government were likely to arrive at 
Cairo to discuss with the Delegates of the Soudan Government the question of the 
survey of the Nile-Congo Railway. 

M. de Cuvelier replied that M. Slosse had not even yet arrived in Brussels, 
although he had telegraphed to him some time ago instructing him to return in order 
to discuss the question here with him before proceeding to Cairo. lie believed that 
he was already en route and that he might arrive in Brussels at any moment, though 
he had not informed M. de Cuvelier of his departure. It was possible, said M. de 
Cuvelier, that M. Slosse was returning vih Cairo, but I imagine that the Soudanese 
Delegates would probably in that case have heard of his arrival there. 

M. de Cuvelier said that ho supposed that the Delegates of the Soudan Govern¬ 
ment were in no particular hurry, as they probably lived in Cairo. Mr. Chilton replied 
that, on the contrary, they were anxious to return to their posts as soon as they could, 
and were most desirous to meet and discuss the question with the Delegates of the 
Congo Government at as early a date as possible. 

It was not certain whether M. Slosse would go to Cairo himself, but M. de Cuvelier 
wished to confer with him and with any other Delegate whom he might appoint in 
M. Slosse’s place before that Delegate left Brussels for Egypt. 

In any case, he promised to let me know as soon as possible when the Delegates 
could start for Cairo. 

I have, Ac. 

(Eor the Minister), 

(Signed) H. G. CHILTON. 
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[34990] No. 60. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Hardinge. 

(No. 0.) 

(Telegraphic.) E. Foreign Office, October 23, 1907. 

NILE-CONGO Railway. Please refer to your telegram No. 5 of the 22nd instant. 
It is desirable that date of Conference should be as early as possible. This 
shoidd be impressed on M. de Cuvelier when you communicate with him. 


[35205] No. 01. 

Sir A . Hardinye to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 24.) 

(No. 6.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Brussels , October 24, 1907. 

MR. CHILTON saw M. de Cuvelier again on my behalf this morning and impressed 
upon him, as directed in your telegram No. 6, the desirability of holding the Conference 
at Cairo on the survey of the Nile-Congo Railway with the least possible delay. 

M. de Cuvelier repeated that he must see M. Slosse, whose return he was awaiting, 
before sending any one to Cairo, but that lie would do all he could to meet the wishes 
of His Majesty’s Government. 


[35547] No. 62. 

Sir A. Hardinye to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 28.) 

(No. 117.) 

Sir, Brussels, October 24, 1907. 

IN continuation of my telegram No. 6 of to-day’s date, I have the honour to report 
that Mr. Chilton, Third Secretary in His Majesty’s Legation, saw M. de Cuvelier for me 
again lliis morning, and impressed upon him the desire of His Majesty’s Government 
to hold the Conference on the survey of the Nile-Congo Railway at Cairo at as early a 
date as possible, and the hope t.hal he would see his way to sending his Delegates there 
with the least possible delay. 

M. de Cuvelier replied that he would do all in his power to hurry oil matters, but 
repeated to Mr. Chilton what he had said two days ago that it was imperative that he 
should first see and confer with M. Slosse. Mr. < 'hilton expressed surprise that 
M. Slosse had not telegraphed the news of his departure. M. de Cuvelier said he 
thought M. Slosse might telegraph to him from Cairo, should he have chosen that 
route to return to Europe, but of this he was not certain. Mr. Chilton suggested that 
M. Slosse would probably meet the Delegates of the Soudan Government shoidd he pass 
through Cairo. M. de Cuvelier replied that very likely he would, but he repeated that he 
wished him at any rate to come to Brussels lirst before discussing the question with 
them there. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) ARTHUR II. HARDINGE. 


| 34500] No. 63. 

Sir Edward Grey to the Marquis di San Giuliano. 

Your Excellency, Foreign Office, October 28, 11)07. 

[ HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your note of the 15th instant, 
expressing the intention of the Italian Government to take diplomatic action at 
Constantinople to remove the difficulties placed in the way of the development of 
Italian economic activity in Cyrenaiea by the local Ottoman authorities, and requesting 
the support of His Majesty’s Government with a view to attain this object. 

I need hardly assure your Excellency that His Majesty’s Government, are in 
complete accord with the Italian Government in desiring the development of inter¬ 
national commerce in Tripoli, hut before llis Majesty's Government can decide upon 
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the action to be taken for the removal of the obstacles mentioned I should 
be supplied with further information as to their nature, and as to tbat ot \e\ 

sentations which the Italian Government propose to make with thiss o>l>]ect. 

J alii) OlL. 

(Signed) E. GRE\ . 


[ 34703 ] No - 64 * 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir N. 0 Conor. 

S?°- 440,) Foreign Office, October 28, 1907. 

I HAVE received vour Excellency’s despatch No. 637 of the 2nd instant, 
reporting a conversation which you bad with the Ottoman Under- Secretary of State 
for Foreign Affaire on the question of the boundary between Egypt and Benghazi 
and requesting to be furnished with instructions as to the language which you should 
use in case lie should revert to this question, and also to learn the view ol His 
Majesty's Agent and Consul-General at Cairo on the subject. . 

• 3 I have since received Sir E. Gorst’s despatch No. 178 ot the 13th instant, copy 
of which, as he informs me, has been forwarded to your Excellency, in uhich t lose 

voyeur Excellency will perceive from this despatch that Sir E. Gorst recommends 
that the conditions laid down in the Earl of Cromers Memorandum of the 18th Apill, 
1905, attached to his Lordship’s despatch No. 5o, Confidential, ot the Ht 1 . • 

(see Confidential print, Egypt, 21st April, 1906, section 4), should be adlieicd to. 
This Memorandum places the Bay of Solium entirely within Egyptian jurisdiction, 
and stipulates that the frontier lino should pass to the west ol thei oasis o! biua. 

Sir E. Gorst states that there is some difference ot opinion as to ulutliu tlic 
oasis of 'L'arabub should be included in Egyptian or in Tripolitan territory, m 
His Majesty’s Government have already officially declared that they cousidei i s 
oasis to be Egvptian. This declaration, which was communicated to the Sublime 
Forte in Mr. fownlev’s note verbale of the 19tli November, 1904, must be maintained. 

The frontiers of the Libyan Desert from this point to the northernmost point 
defined by the Anglo-French Agreement of March 1899, a tract which includes the 
oases of Kufra have never been delimitated, but in view of the opinion expressed by 
Sir E Gorst, after consultation with the Sirdar, and of the considerations set loit i m 
the inclosed Memorandum by the Director of Military Operations, 1 Lis Majesty s 
Government are not disposed to put forward any claim to this district on behalf of the 

Egyptian Government. ,. . „ ., . ,. 

° Your Excellency should not yourself initiate the discussion ot tins question wit i 

the Ottoman Government, but should they revert to it, you should report the tact to 
me, and should make use of language in conformity with the preceding observations. 

5 I am, Ac. 

(Signed) E. GREY. 


[36Q28J No * G5< 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir E. Eger ton. 

(No. 1 <jJ.) Foreign Office, October 29, 1907. 

THE Italian Ambassador pressed me to-day to instruct Sir Nicholas O Conor to 
support the representations of the Italian Ambassador at Constantinople, in order to 
overcome the Turkish obstruction to some Italian commercial enterprise m inpoli, 
and expressed disappointment that we should hesitate to give a favourable reply. 

I said" I would make inquiries about this. It was possible that we were already 
consulting Sir N. O’Conor on the point. But Turkey would certainly be very jealous 
and suspicious of any tendency on our part to interfere in Tripoli. _ 

The Italian Ambassador went on to say that our refusal to give a favourable 
answer on this point, and as regards the Tripoli frontier, and about a successor to 
General Degiorgis, had created a most unfavourable impression on the Italian Govern¬ 
ment. He was very anxious to know whether there was something in Italian policy 
■which had caused a cloud to come between us, or what the reason could be. 


He himself had expktaedjo %£*?!*£* && 

Deeiorgis need not necessarily beai an uni. vo . t ns to au Italian 

wafcettainly so We had no TU In dian candidate nnuld he 

candidate. Indeed, peisonally p e f ore P col mnittmg myself to support a candidate of 
acceptable to all the 1 owe . ohoice was one which would not gne 

any nationality I had -"e^Iiio oh ections at all to an Italian candidate, and we 

i'ar.ssi.-«»>—■■ * 

Sir N. O’Conor. . , ... rftm ove any apprehensions oi the 

As to the Tripoli frontier 1 was most auxin in[ovm J 0 f negotiations with 

Italian Government. 1 had P 10 ^ ise v ^ sensitive on the frontier matter, 

^ sure to give rise to difficulties and embarrass- 

,,,en \ hoped, therefore, he would 

taken at anything which the Italian Government 

had done. - 1 am, &c.. 

(Signed) E. GREY. 


[ 36352 ] No - BB - 

Sir A. Hardhr to ^mrd Grey.-(Recemd November 4.) 

(No. 153.) Brussels , November 2, 1907. 

Si " ALTHOUGH, being out of town 

Nile -Congo Railway were received heie, I was pv0p08 ed Conference at Cairo 

- *• 

28th ultimo. , answer to my note, which has not yet 

lie replied that lie would send me a ^ f(jr [ lim t0 stop M. Slosse, even 

arrived, hut he explained ‘6a‘it would be v «- bttble th at that gentleman 

SlSt^r^tU <3 coming straight hack to Europe 

41,6 Padded that he 

Mk Slosse ami himself. Lhe bouuane 1 ^meriors to whom they could always 
Cairo in direct contact with their mu V inferred from M. Slosse’s reports that the 
refer on any doubtful point. Moreovti, j. j d as ve t hardly been collected, so 

materials for an exhaustive dtacusston oft the ’ [j j g eBlet l he should do, in order 

that, even it he had been able to stop at U.XltiXthe main ideas of the Soudanese 
to ascertain and discuss, nilormallj and . ad J . oduce muc h practical effect. He 
authorities, such discussion seemet a| ^ Soudan Government could not send 

asked whether, it it was desired to gam t unlikely that they would he 

a Delegate to Brussels. I to d him that I torn#* y ^ formed the subject 

disposed to do so, and 

of the discussion, seemed the obvio i p« Slosse’s whereabouts as soon as 

“ ‘ to de8pat ° h 01 a,10,,im ' 

(Signed) iaVC> & AKTHUB U. [LARDINGE. 


[1528] 
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5t 

No. 07. 

Sir Edwurd Grey to Sir E. Gorst. 

(No. 291.) 

fcJir Foieiyn Office, November 8, 1907. 

WITn reference to my telegram No. .'SO of the 2-ltli ultimo, relative to the Mirvey 
for the proposed Xile-Congo Railway, T transmit to you herewith copy ol a despatch 
from His Majesty’s Minister at Brussels, v reporting a snggestion made by M. de Cavelier 
that, in order to gain time, the Soudanese Government should send a Delegate to 
Brussels to take part in a discussion on the choice <>f a route. 

It appears to be doubtful whether the Soudanese Government will be willing to 
fall in with this proposal, but 1 have nevertheless to request you to ascertain their* 
views on the subject and report them to me in due course. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) E. GREY. 


[37700] No. 68. 

Sir E. Gorst to Sir Eduard Grey. -(Received November 15.) 

(No. 70.) 

(Telegraphic.) Lb Cairo, Novembei 15, If07. 

YOUR despatch No. 291 of the 8th instant. 

Nile-Congo Railway survey. 

The Soudanese Government agree to the suggestion put forward by M. deCuvelier 
that they should send a Delegate to Brussels, and have instructed Captain Newcombe 
to proceed there immediately. 


[37853] No. 69. 

Sir N. O'Conor to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 18.) 

(No. 686. Confidential.) 

Sir, Constantinople, November 12, 19t)7. 

L HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatches Nos. 411 and 
447 of the 28th and 31st ultimo respectively, on the subject of Italian policy in 
Tripoli of Barbary. 1 discussed this question at some length lately with Mr. Consul- 
General Alvarez, who was hereon leave of absence, and lie informed me of what 1 
already believed to be the case, namely, that the Italians are extremely sensitive in 
regard to any non-Italian enterprise in the country. 

At the same time lie thought that their own progress was hindered by the want 
of tact and maladroitness shown by the Italian Consul-General, who let it be seen that 
he regarded Tripoli as the near heritage of Italy, and thus wounded Turkish suscepti¬ 
bilities, and created unnecessary difficulties for himself. 

1 impressed upon Mr. Alvarez the advisability of avoiding any course of action 
that placed the British Consulate-General unnecessarily in antagonism to the Italian, 
hut 1 told him at the same time that he should bear in mind that this did not in any 
way preclude him from taking all possible steps for the development of British trade 
and commercial interests, whether in the way of extension of business and maritime 
relations between Tripoli and Malta or otherwise. L did not consider that any oll'cnce 
could properly be taken by the Italians at our insistence upon equal commercial 
rights. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) N. It. O’CONOR. 


[382311 


No. 70. 


Sir A. Hardinje to Sir Edward Grey. -{Received November 19.) 

(No. 7.) _ Brussels, November 19, 1907. 

(Telegraphic.) R* . , im on the subject of the Nile-Congo 

WITH reference to your despatch No. 1 has not replied to his instructions 
Railway, M. de Cuveher informs me that i • Mm tie suggests that, until he 

to come home, and that 1^? ^Stosse’sTmovemonts from the Belgian Agent and Consul- 

his departure fro, Brussels. 


[385 3 °] N °' 71 ' 

SiriS. Gorst to Sir E,hoard Grsy. -(Received November 22.) 

(No. 74.) Cuiro, November 22, 1907. 

{Tel fiE A C) HARDIXGE-S telegram No. 7 of the 20th instant. 

S'Friday on Ins way to Brussels. Captain Newcombe. 
who b nmv here, proposes to start for Brussels immediately. 


[386551 N °' 72 ' 

«,> A Hurdiaye to Sir Edward G,^.-(Received November 2o.) 

(No. 163.) Brussels, November 21, 1907. 

Sil ' I INFORMED M. do Cuveher on the 10th.instant of 

Government, as conveyed to me ir' you' “MV‘ " t d f t Ca ; r0 the pending questions 
Major Neweoiube to Brussels to discuss too l Ul0 Congo frontier, 
as to the direction to be taken by the nul\ } m t and friendly willingness 

He expressed his warm am*™ J »> J* ^”^.1 which he had made 
displayed by the Soudan autlioi i t ‘ , jtaior’Newcombe's time should he 

to me, hut lie sa d that it wimhl be ^lolso '“d lm asked me to telegraph to you 
wasted by las ainval hoie bo delayed until we learn something ol the latter 

suggesting that his departure hoi, ^'cta,cd unuy ^^ fmu „ im , tUe 

gentleman’s whereabouts. He had ■ 5 , . ^ t | 10u ~| lt therefore, that it 

tCl :fCco]lX^ ,, lt S »“’in^"ordance witii'this wish on M. de Cuvelier's part 
that l addressed In yon my telegram.No. 7 ol the lilth mt»it Belgian Agency 

He has now written to intorm no that he u » J>M n™ md ms t J em l )a vk for 

in Egypt that ^sumahiy he here in a few days’ time, and 

Belgium ou the 15th. He a m \ ^ wiUl mc an early date, ot which l 

wilTat* tmeo infomTyou,* for Major Newoombc’s inference with him at Brussels. 

(Signed) AUTIiril II. HARDINGE. 


[38656J 7<0 ' 

A. Hardinye lo Sir Edward (-.^.-(Received November 25.) 

(No. 161.) Brussels, November 22, 1907. 

S "'’ WITH reference to my ^ M° W»'°aSt 

Eg now start whenever he duds it 

convenient. 1 i, avc & c> 

(Signed) ’ ARTHUR H. HARDINGE. 
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Inclosure in No. 76. 

M. de Cuvelier to Sir A. Hardinge. 

M. le Ministre, Bruxelles, Ic 22 Novembre , 1907. 

M SLOSSE vient d’arriver a Bruxelles, retour clu Caire. Rien no s’oppose plus 
p£r consequent a ce qac les pourparlers soient repris ici. 

Tin telogramme que je ve^ois du Caire me fait savoir que “ son Excellence le 
Ministre d’Angteterrc demande quand Mr. Neweombe pent se mettre en route pour la 
Belgique.” .le reponds qu’il n’y a aucun inconvenient a ce que Mr. Neweombe 
s’embarque ii la date qui lui convient. 

Je saisis, &c. 

(Signed L)E CUVELIER. 


[39526] No. 71. 

Sir A. Hardinge to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 2.) 

(No. 16(5.j 

Sir, Brussels , November 2">, I 907. 

1 HAVE the honour to report, in continuation of my despatch No. Ki-1 of the 
22nd instant, that M. de Cuvelier asked me to-day whether Major Newcotnbe would be 
authorized, besides discussing the technical question of the direction to be taken by the 
railway from the Nile to the Congo frontier with M. Slosse, to- enter upon the further 
questions still requiring to be settled in connection with this undertaking, such as the 
final text of the Concession and the Statutes and Bye-laws of the Company. It would 
be a great convenience and saving of time if that officer were to be able to’earry on tin' 
general discussion of these outstanding matters, and thus expedite the conclusion ol an 
Agreement as to details between the Soudan and Congo Governments. 

1 said 1 had no reason to suppose that Major Newcomhes mission to Brussels 
included this larger programme or waR intended to supersede the original plan of a 
Conference at Cairo, which offered the advantage of enabling the Egyptian financial 
authorities, who were closely interested in the railway question, to participate in the 
details of its settlement. I thought Major Neweombe and M. Slosse would first come to 
an agreement as to the technical question of the survey and the direction of the line, 
and that when that had been approved by the two Governments the further questions 
he had mentioned might be taken in hand either here or at Cairo, but preferably, in 
my opinion, in the latter capital. 

M. de Cuvelier said he hoped 1 would submit to you the expediency of discussing 
the whole question here. It would be as eaBy for you to send over from London or 
from Egypt an English expert in railway legislation and other kindred matters as for 
the Congo Government to send a Belgian over to Cairo. I said l thought as regarded 
time it would make little difference if the discussion were shifted from Cairo to 
Brussels, since our Delegates here would have to refer to Cairo just as the Congolese 
ones at Cairo woidd have to refer to Brussels, but that I would report what he had said 
to me for your consideration. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) ARTHUR H. HARDINGE, 


[39529 J No. 75. 

Sir A. Hardinge to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 2.) 

(No. 169.) 

Sir, Brussels , November 29, 1907. 

I HAVE the honour to report, in continuation of my despatch No. 166 of tin* 
25th instant, that Captain (wrongly described by me as Major) Neweombe arrived 
here yesterday. I took him this afternoon to see M. de Cuvelier, who inquired of 
him whether he were authorized to discuss any mattors relating to the Nile-Congo 
Railway other than the technical questions of the survey and the direction to bo taken 
by the line. He replied that these latter were the only subjects as to which he was 
competent to speak, but that, in his opinion, as well as in that of M. Slosse, the question 
of the course which the line was to follow in the Lado Enclave must be largely 
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governed by the views of the Congo Government, as to its direction after it. passed 
the frontier between the linelave and the Independent State. It might either strike 
the Congo at Stanleyville, or follow the present motor road to Ibembo ; in the former 
case, one route through the Enclave; in the latter, another would he preferable. 

M. de Cuvelier said that he had no definite views as to the terminus of the 
Nile-Congo Railway in the interior of the Independent State, but that he would lose 
no time in examining the question. In the meantime, he suggested that Captain 
Neweombe and M. Slosse should discuss and decide on the best route in tlie Enclave 
itself without reference to further developments outside it, and that when they had 
come to an agreement they should make a joint recommendation in writing. 

Captain Neweombe tells me that as a result of his conference with M. Slosse, 
they are agreed in thinking that the best route would he one through the western 
part, of the Enclave, following in the main the line of the motor road vih Yei, provided 
that the railway after leaving the frontier runs in a south-westerly direction towards 
Ibembo; but that M. Slosse is of opinion that if the terminus of the line is to be 
Stanleyville a more easterly line (the “ Khor Kaya ” or Kay a River route) would he 
preferable. Captain Neweombe disagrees with this last opinion, and believes that, 
whatever the terminus, it would be better, in the interests of the future development 
of the Enclave, that a more northerly and westerly route should he adopted; but he is 
prepared, in view' of the language held to him with respect to it by Sir Eldon Gorst, 
to yield on this point, as to w'hich the Soudanese authorities do not, 1 understand, feel 
strongly, if the Congo State Government insist on it. 

Once this question is settled, there is nothing to prevent the undertaking hv the 
Congo Government of a detailed survey of the line selected, and Captain Neweombe 
sees no need for any further discussion at Cairo and no objection to the immediate 
commencement by the Congo Government of this survey, for which there are still 
three or four months (up to April) available before the rains begin. The survey might, 
he thinks, begin in January next, and be resumed after the rains, in next November, 
so that by 1909 it would* he pretty complete, and its results would merely require 
to be concurred in by the Soudan Government. 

Till then it will not he possible to estimate with any accuracy the cost of the 
raihvay, but Captain Neweombe does not think that it need much exceed 800,000/. 
The line will be about 145 miles long, and should cost, all expenses included, on an 
average about 5,000/. a mile. 

In the meantime, the question arises whether it would be advisable to dispose 
without further delay of all the out-standing matters, ?.<?., the final text of the Conces¬ 
sion to he given to the new Company, and the statutes, bye-laws, &c. M. de Cuvelier 
is anxious for this, and he would like to discuss these points in person at Brussels at 
an early date. Captain Neweombe and I see no objection to complying with his 
wish, even if a long time should elapse before any practical effect is given to the 
conclusions arrived at. The draft Concession and bye-laws could be sent to Egypt 
and amended there just as well as they could be prepared in Egypt and referred to 
Brussels for the views and suggestions of the Congo Government. What dominates 
the whole question is the practical consideration that, as a matter of fact this 
particular railway is unlikely to be actually constructed. When Belgium takes over 
the Congo, even* if the King’s authority in the Enclave is not abolished at once, 
the Belgian Parliament will have a voice in the matter, and as the scheme is in itself, 
so far aiTI can judge, an unsound one, it will probably be dropped; and if any railway 
is made it will be one from Stanleyville to Lake Albert and thence towards Mombasa. 
We cannot ourselves directly suggest this to the King, as to do so would be to .admit 
that our quid pro quo for his withdrawal from the Bahr-el-Ghazal was a practically 
worthless one, in fact that, astute as he is, we have sold him an unsound horse; hut 
he and Belgium are bound to discover the truth sooner or later, and meanwhile we 
can, I think, afford to humour him with regard to the details of a scheme which will 
probably be found to be impracticable and unremunerative the more closely it is 
examined, and for which some substitute will have to be provided as the result of 
future negotiations. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) ARTHUR H. HARDINGE. 


[1528] 


Q 















58 


[39529] No. 76. 

Sir Edward, Grey to Sir A. Hardinye. 

(No. 7.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, December 4, 1907. 

PLEASE refer to your private letter to Sir C. Hardinge of the 2nd instant, 
respecting Nile-Congo Railway. 

Provided that the approval of Sir E. Gorst and the Sirdar is obtained for such a 
course, His Majesty’s Government do not object to proposals being made direct to you 
by M. de Cuvelier. 


[40250] No. 77. 

Sir A. Hardinge to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 9.) 

(No. 171.) 

Sir, Brussels, December 5, 1907. 

1 HAVE the honour to report, in continuation of my despatch No. 169 of the 
29tli ultimo, that the Congo Government wishes the Nile-Congo Railway, after 
crossing the watershed between the Nile and Congo Basins, to run in a south¬ 
westerly direction to Irumu, and thence in a westerly direction to the River Congo, 
which it will strike at Stanleyville. The Lado Enclave section of the railway will 
thus almost certainly" take the place of the easternmost section of the “ Chemin de 
Per des Grands Lacs,” whoso Company is in actual existence, has already constructed 
the line from Stanleyville to Ponthierville, and has at least partially surveyed the 
proposed line from Stanleyville to Lake Albert. The original intention with which 
this Company was formed was that their railway should have its terminus on the 
northern shore of Lake Albert somewhere near Mahagi; but the difficult character 
of the country in the neighbourhood of that port had led the Congo Government to 
prefer to this line one which, after passing irumu, shall run in a north-easterly 
direction towards the watershed forming the boundary of the Independent, State, and 
shall then follow the Kaya River through the Lado Enclave and reach the Nile at a 
point between Lado and Kero. This decision gives a much more practical character 
to the King’s Lado project, and will, L should think, make the tinding of the 
necessary capital much less difficult than Avould be the case if the scheme involved 
the linking up of the Enclave with the Congo River by a new line running 
either .south-west towards Ibembo, or due south towards Stanleyville from the 
watershed. 

Captain Newcorube was of opinion that even if the objective of the line was 
Stanleyville or Irumu it would, from the point of view of the development of the 
Enclave, as well as from that of economy, be better to build it in a more westerly 
direction ; but as his instructions from Sir Eldon Gorst were to meet in this respect as 
far as possible the views and wishes of the Congo Government, he confined 
himself to stating and placing on record the reasons which had led him to form this 
opinion, and having done this he acquiesced in the proposals strongly pressed by 
M. Slosse. 

I have the honour to transmit, herewith, a copy of a letter which lie has 
addressed to me, and in which ho incloses for transmission to Cairo a Report (in 
duplicate) signed by M. Slosse and himself, making their joint recommendations to 
their respective Governments as to tin* direction to be taken by the railway in the 
Lado Enclave. These recommendations have been agreed to by the Congo Govern¬ 
ment, which will send me a note approving them, and expressing a hope that His 
Majesty’s Government will also approve them on behalf of (host* of Egypt and 
the Soudan. A reply from you to the above effect will close this portion of the 
discussion, and will enable the detailed survey of the Khor Kaya route to be taken in 
hand at once. 

Captain Newcombe wished, and M. Slosse agreed, to insert in the Report a 
recommendation that the Congo Government should undertake not to build any 
railway in an easterly direction towards Uganda, which could compete with, and thus 
injure the prospects of the railway to he constructed through the Enclave. I have 
the honour to inclose herewith the draft of the clause in which it was proposed to 
provide for this. I told Captain Newcombe that 1 thought it would be better not to 
raise the question for the present, firstly, because such a limitation of the sovereign 


rights of the Congo State hardly came within the scope of a Report by the technical 
advisers of the two Governments, and, secondly, because it might be in my judgment 
inexpedient. I believe the Uganda Administration is considering the question of a 
railway from Entebbe through Unyoro to Butiaba, and I think it would be a mistake 
to intimate without further examination of all the aspects of the question that a 
connection between the Congo State and the present Uganda Railway might be 
prejudicial to the Lado Railway, in which the King is interested. It is possible that 
the transport of goods destined for Europe would be cheaper by a line from Stanley¬ 
ville to Mombasa, even if they had to bo sent by water across Lake Albert and Lake 
Victoria, than by railway to Lado and thence down the Nile; but our information on 
this subject is at present defective, and it appears to me preferable until this whole 
problem has been more carefully studied to reserve any suggestions with regard to 
it. If, however, the Egyptian and Soudanese Governments should wish some such 
safeguard provided for, it can always be considered in the course of our ulterior 
discussions. 

Captain Newcombe having told me that he believed that His Majesty’s Agent 
and Consul-General in Egypt and the Sirdar were favourable to a discussion at 
Brussels of the other outstanding matters connected with the question, I wired 
privately on the 29th ultimo to Sir Eldon Gorst to inquire if this impression on his 
part was correct; and on the strength of the inclosed telegram from Cairo, and of 
your telegram No. 7 of yesterday, I to-day informed M. de Cuvelier that I was 
authorized to go into these matters with him. I added that I thought the best course 
would be that ho should make his proposals to me, that these should be referred to Cairo 
by Captain Newcombe, for the criticisms and suggestions of the Egyptian and 
Soudanese authorities, and that the result of this exchange of views should eventually 
be embodied in a draft which would be considered by you in consultation with the 
Egyptian Government, lie has intimated his acquiescence m this procedure as the 
most practical mode of dealing with the question, and we are to commence our 
discussions on Monday, the 9th instant. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) ARTHUR H. HARDINGE. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 77. 

Captain Newcombe , II. E., to Sir A. Hardinge. 

gi T) ^ Brussels, December 7, 1907. 

I HAVE the honour to submit to you, for the eventual transmission to the 
Soudan Government, the inclosed Report signed by M. Slosse and myself respecting 
the route to be taken by the railway in the Lado Enclave. 

There is one passage in it which does not explain my views as given to 
M. Slosse, but I did not consider it sufficiently important to have it altered in the 
text. 

I informed M. Slosse that the route now chosen seems liable to serious competition, 
Bhould a branch line ever be built towards Lake Albert and Mombasa, and that this 
was my main objection to the route chosen. 

This is not quite the interpretation of the text. 

I inclose a clause which I suggested to M. Slosse, and which he was willing to 
accept concerning such a branch. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) S. E. NEWCOMBE. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 77. 

Report by Captain Newcombe and M. Slosse respecting the Nile - Congo Railway. 

ENTItE M. le Capitaine S. E. Newcombe, Chef de la Mission Soudanaisc, ct 
M. Slosse, Chef de la Mission Congolaise, designes par leurs Gouvcrnemcnts respectifs 
pour faire l’etude d’une voie ferree allant d’un point du Nil jusqu’a la front if* re de 
l’Etat Independant du Congo, n I ravers letorritoire de l’onclave; 
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Apr6s avoir determine les points de passage approximatifs et la direction generate 
pour l’ctablissement du eherain de fer dcsigne ci-dessua, 

II a ete arrete ce qui suit:— 

1. La tete de la ligne sera etablie sur le Nil entre Lado et Kero. Le choix du 
point d’aboutissement au Nil, qui a pour consequence l'emplacement du port a crcer 
sera determine ulterieurement par l’dtude des details du trace; il sera tenu 
comptedans cette etude, autant des avantages intrinseques quo present erait le point a 
adopter, que des allongements, ouvrages d'art et difficultes de construction qu’il 
comporterait eomparativemont a un autre pouvant reunii esralement les conditions (le 
realisation pratique. 

2. Dans une direction generate sud, la ligne rejoindra la erete de partage des 
eaux du Nil et du Congo vers les sources dc la Rivtere Obi, Ce trace comprendrait 
approximativement sur son itineraive: Lado, Tombe, Dikaia, Bongo, Bakua, Lukudu, le 
pied des monts lvorobe, Limundju, Baru, Ouruguru, Baugali, et arriverait a la fronttere ; 
de Ik, il descenclrait directement dans la vallee de ’’Obi. 

Le Capitaine Newcombe avait propose une route plus au nord a environ 16 kilom. 
au nord de la route automobile actuelle, dans l’iutention de faire la ligne la plus 
directe possible vers Stanleyville, Lado, Faradje, Vankerkhoveville, el le cours du 
Nepoko jusqu’a sa rencontre avee la ligne en projet de Stanleyville a Irumu. 

A l’appui de ce projet, le Capitaine Newcombe exposait que la rout(‘ d’autotuohiies 
et la riviere de Bomokaudi ameueraient les marchandises des divers points de la region de 
l’Uele pour alimentev la ligne; elle desservirait en outre Vankerkhoveville, que l’ori 
dit etre riche et le centre de la fertile region de l’Aruwimi. En outre, ee trace evite 
les montagnes de l’lturi, que l’on regarde commc difficiles pour l’etahlissement d’un 
cliemin de fer. Enfin, dans ce systdme, le passage de la frontidre se faisait k 
l’attitude de 960 metres seulement, au lieu de 1,250 environ que comporterait le 
passage aux sources de l'Obi. 

Le Capitaine Newcombe affirmait en outre qu’au point de vue de la fertilite du 
terrain de 1’Enclave m5me, les deux traces avaient une valeur egalc, etil faisait ressortir 
que la route du nord pouvait dans quelque mesure etre utilisee pour le transport 
des marchandises a destination du sud du Bahr-el-Glmzal ; d(\s lors quelle etait 
favorable au Soudau. 

Les raisons qui font cependaut accorder la preference des deux delegues au trace 
Nil-Obi sont les suivantes :— 

(a.) La ligne aboutirait aux regions du nord-est de l’Etat. signalees comme plus 
riches, plus peuplees, fertiles, et riches on betail. 

((>.) Elle sa rapprocherait d’une region mintere reconnuc. 

(c.) La ligne serait bien placee pour etre raccordee a la voie ferree que 1’Etat 
du Congo se propose d’dtabliv dans la partie centrale de ses territoires depuis Stanley¬ 
ville jusqu’a la vallee du Nil, cn passant par la vallee du Haut-tturi. E’etude de 
cette ligne a ete faite de Stanleyville a Irumu et d’lrumu a Mahagi. 

Etant donnees les difficultes de construction quo presentera ce dernier trouyon 
(Irumu-Mahagij, qui aura a traverser lc bourrelet des moutagues de l’ouest du Lae 
Albert, il serait avantageux que la ligne Lado-Fronti ore put se raceorder au chcmin 
de fer des Grands Lacs en laissant a i'est ce bourrelet difficile. 

Le trace tel qu’il existe dans les projets de l’Etat du Congo perrnet ce raccorde- 
ment, dont l’execution pourrait avoir pour resultat de rendre inutile la construction de 
la section Irumu-Malmgi, et par suite d’empecker le drainage des transports vers la 
ligne de Mombasa. C’est une des considerations qui a amene l’adhesiou du Capitaine 
Newcombe au trace Nil-Obi. Au surplus, il est preferable d’etablir la voie ferree 
dans une region ne poss&lant ni voie fluviale ni voie routine afin d’ouvrirau commerce 
un pays qui, sans ce moven de communication, resterait encore longtemps iuexploite. 
Or, la region d’lrumu est reconnue comme des plus fertiles, et constitue un centre 
minier de grande importance et de grand avenir. 

Si, au contraire, la ligne Nil-Eronttere se dirigeait plus directement vers 1’ouest 
pour aboutir vers les sources de la Dungu, par exemple, elle desservirait les regions 
moms fertiles et moins interessantes au point de vue des populations, regions ou en 
plusieurs endroits a ete constatee la presence de la mouche tse-tsd. 

3. L’objection que 1’altitude du passage de la erete dans le projet Nil-Obi serait 
plus forte quo dans le tracd Lado-Vankerkhoveville ne peut etre pr6sent6e avee un 
caractkre absolu dans l’6tat actuel des Etudes. 
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llien ne cermet de soutenir que l’aboutissement a la erete depavtago serait plus 
diffiiklm'iepromie,- trace quo dans lc dcu^mc. et a 1 'on vent assurer ala lgne 
le hendfice tie la raise en valeur de la rdgion d’lrumu-qui est a f " 8 . J ’°” . 0 ^,,, r 
d’altitude—il peut etre avantageux de se trouver a une c6tc suporieure pom .n 

da “ S lf esTetesteeXdu que ce tracd, s'il doit dtre cousitlore comme d4flmttvcm«tt 
admis dans son orientation gdnerale, n’est qu’approximatif dans ses (16tn L q 

cours des dtudes definitives, tonic variante que 1 on ^™‘ aI " e ? 6 a Motion 1 soil 
nmpliorer le nrofil nourra etre prise en consideration, pour que la construct 
moins oitereusc ou que 1’ exploitation soit moins fatigante au point de vue des rampe , 

pentes, etcourbes. Mixte d’ fiu.des dn Chemin de Fer reeonnaissent 

„n-ils neTwenl dtablir ce jour un devis estimatit du coM probable de la ligne 
attendu qic les instructions du Capitaine Newcombe ne comportment pas 1 examen 

* a < * U On pourraH°cependant^apprecier d’une fapon glohale qne la longueur de,1aligne 
adopSe P neTpasse?a pas Aom. et qne. les 

grandes, on pourra etablir la ligne pour nn pnx de 100,000 fr. ^ Mlom. Cette somiue 
est dtablie en escomptant des tarifs de faveur pour le transpoit du matffiiei tixe e 

par voie ferree depuis Port Soudan jusqu’a Khartoum et 

par voie fluviale depuis Khartoum jusqua Lado. Hmit flmivpmements 

1 Tous les plans etablis seront sounus pour approbation aux deux Gouvernements. 
Eait en double a Bruxelles, le 6 Decembre, 1907. 

T.p chef de la Mission Soudanaise, 

(Si^ne) STEWART E. NEWCOMBE, Bmbaslu. 


Le Chef de la Mission Congolese, 

(Signc) EUGENE SLOSSE. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 77. 
Clause suggested for consideration. 


Inclosure 4 in No. 77. 

Sir E. Gorst to Sir A. Hardinge. 

. Cairo, December 1, 1907- 

(Telegraphic^ ^ ^ con9ultetl the Sirdar on the contents of your telegram 

of the 28th ultimo. 

Cairo before any point can be decided 

This must be clearly understood. 


[40251] 


No. 78. 


Sir A. Hardinge to Sir Edward Grey.— {Received December 9.) 


(No. 172.) Brussels, December 7, 1907. 

Sit ’ I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith, with reference to my last P^mg 

[1528] 
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Mombasa, as compared with the Stanleyville-Lado route now in favour with the 
Congo Government. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) ARTHUR H. HARDINGE. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 78. 

Captain Newcombe to Sir A. Hardinge. 

Sir, Brussels, December 7, 1907. 

I HAVE the honour to submit to you, for subsequent transmission to the Sudan 
Government, the inclosed Report relating to the proposed Lado Railway, and a com¬ 
parison with a route to Victoria Nyanza. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) S. F. NEWCOMBE, 

Captain, R.E. 

Inclosure 2 in No. 78. 

Report by Captain Newcombe on the Route chosen for the Lado Railway. 

OWING to the Congo Government giving no information to either the Sudan 
Government or M. Slosse regarding the ultimate object of the Lado Railway, the two 
Missions were unable to decide what route was to be chosen or what point on the 
frontier it was desired to reach. 

We were therefore compelled to theorize on what the railway requirements of the 
Eastern Congo might be, without having local information as to the richness or 
topography of the country to be passed through. 

My opinion was, and still is, that the Upper Ituri district would be most cheaply 
tapped by a line to the Semliki River, sending goods to Mombasa; and that therefore 
the railway through the Enclave could not profitably be brought to this district, but J 

would serve country to the west of the Ituri range. 

However, the Congo Government had previously surveyed the line from Stanley- ' 

ville to Irumu, through the Upper Ituri district, and thence to Mahagi, whence goods 
were to be transported by water to Dufile. 

Another line was to be built from Dufile to Rejaf, giving access to the navigable 
portion of the Nile. 

Another line was projected aud surveyed from Lake Tanganyika to join the above 
at Irumu, but this idea seems now to be dropped. 

The descent to Mahagi proved difficult and costly, and hence this Lado Railway 
is intended to replace the former scheme of Mahagi, and Dufile to Rejaf. 

Directly the Congo Government informed M. Slosse what country they wished 
to develop, the route to be taken in the Enclave was immediately settled to conform 
to their project. 

At the same time the project appears unsound, owing to the probability of a 1 

railway towards the Semliki River and thence to Victoria Nyanza being cheaper. 

Taking Irumu as the point of divergence, the following Table shows the length of 
routes to Port Sudan and to Mombasa :— 




Railway. 

River. 

Imimi to Lado 


Kilom. 

Kilom. 


000 


Lado to Klmi toum 

Khailoum to Pint Sudan .. 

.. 

800 

1,800 

Total 

.. 

1.400 

1,800 

Ituimi, acios> Si-mlilu River, to 

Lake Victoria Nyanza 



at month of Kalonga River 
Katonga River to Port Florence 
Port Floience to Mouibasa,, 

870 

300 

!! ’.J 

.. .. under 

800 

.. 

Total 

. 

! 1,170 

i 

300 
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This shows the Mombasa route to contain 230 kilom. shorter railway and 
1,500 kilom. less river than the Port Sudan route. The difference in rates between 
Europe and Port Sudan and Europe and Mombasa would not equalize the above 
difference. 

Again, the altitude of the watershed between the Congo and the Semliki River 
south of Irumu is 1,14-0 metres, while that near Mahagi is 2,010 metres ; probably the 
Ituri range west of it where the railway would cross approximates to this height. 

Hence it is quite possible that the line crossing the Semliki River may be easier 
and less steep than that proposed to Lado. 

1 have seen no other Congo official than M. Slosse regarding the route to be 
taken, except M. Cuvelicr, who did not discuss the details of the route. I did 
not go into much detail with M. Slosse concerning the Mombasa route, but pointed 
out the possibility of such a line seriously competing with the Lado Railway, and 
therefore suggested the clause already forwarded, which he was ready to accept, 
presumably subject to his Government’s approval. 

I suggest that a reconnaissance be made for a railway from the south of 
Lake Albert to the mouth of the Katonga River or other suitable point on Lake 
Victoria Nyanza, and that a rough estimate he obtained of the cost of such a line; 
that estimates be prepared of the approximate rates likely to be charged by such 
a route as proposed from the Semliki River to Mombasa. 

The British Government would then he in a position at any moment to offer 
certain advantages to the Congo Government in exchange for any concessions they 
may require. 

(Signed) S. F. NEWCOMBE, 

Captain, R.E. 

Brussels , December 7, 1907. 


[ 40593 ] No. 79. 

Colonial Office to Foreign Office.—(Received December 11.) 

Sir, Downing Street, December 8, 1907. 

I AM directed by the Earl of Elgin to request you to inform Secretary Sir E, Grey 
that his attention has been called to Sir E. Gorst’s despatch No. 179 of the 13th October, 
regarding the survey of the proposed railway in the Lado Enclave. A print of this 
despatch and its inclosures was received with the other printed slips which are from time 
to time spnt from the Foreign Office to this Department. 

2. Sir E. Grey will remember that, shortly before the signature of the Agreement 
between Great Britain and the Independent State of the Congo of the 9th May, 1906, 
Lord Elgin suggested that the Agreement should be enlarged so as to include the out¬ 
standing question of the Uganda-Congo frontier, and pointed out that a railway from the 
Albert Nyanza to the Victoria Nyanza appeared to offer greater advantages than the 
line through the Lado Enclave, which formed the subject of Articles IV and V of 
the Agreement. His Lordship’s suggestions were formally put on record in the letter 
trom this Office of the 7th May, 19015, but it was not found possible to adopt them. 

3. A survey party composed of Representatives of the Soudanese and Congo 
Governments lias now finished the work of examining the various routes for the proposed 
railway through the Lado Enclave, and it will be teen from the inclosures in Sir E. Gorst’s 
despatch that the view which Lord Elgin took in 1906 as to the superior advantages of 
the alternative line through Uganda is amply confirmed. 

I. Thus, in Chapter 2 of his Report, Captain Newcombe writes as follows :— 

“ If it is determined to build a line somewhere in the Enclave, route 3, as recom¬ 
mended in Chapter 1, will probably be the least useless,” and, later on, he writes that “ No 
railway through the Enclave to the Ariuvimi district could possibly compete with the 
Aruwimi-Mahagi-Mombasa routes,” that is, with the route through Uganda. 

The Director of the Soudan Government Railway writes as follows :— 

“ It should also lie borne in mind that, from an economic point of view, a line from 
Stanleyville due east to a port on the Semliki River, connecting thence with the Uganda 
Railway and not entering the Enclave at all, would afford the shortest and cheapest 
outlet for traffic from the eastern provinces of the Congo Free State. If this latter 
consideration is of any importance it would appear desirable to have a Uganda 
Representative on the Commission in Cairo.” 
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Finally the Governor-General of the Soudan, after expressing general concurrence in 
the conclusions contained in Captain Newcombe’s Report and the covering letter of the 
Director of the Soudan Government Railway, writes: — 

“ I strongly concur in Captain Midwinter’s view that it would be desirable to have a 
Uganda Representative present at the meeting in Cairo.” 

5. It will be seen, therefore, that Sir R. Wingate, Captain Midwinter, and Captain 
Newcombe, who as Soudanese officials would naturally be in favour of the Soudan route, 
were it practicable, are all in favour of the Uganda route. If further evidence is required 
it is only necessary to glance at the accompanying map on which the different routes 
have been marked. 

6. It is understood that, at present, the main obstacle in the way of the adoption of 
the Uganda alternative is the desire of the King of the Belgians to possess a port on the 
Nile, but this obstacle will disappear if, as it seems probable, the Congo Free State is 
annexed by the Belgian Government. 

7. Assuming that annexation will take place before long, the three questions 
on which this country desires to come to an agreement with the Belgian Gover^mcr' , ■ 
are the following:— 

(1.) The boundary near Lake Mweru. 

(2.) The Uganda-Congo boundary. 

(3.) Railway connection between Uganda and the Congo Free State. 

8. It appears to Lord Elgin that it would be ot advantage if the three questions 
could be treated collectively and form the subject ot a single Convention. In this way 
all outstanding questions between the two Governments would be cleared up, and there 
would be greater opportunities of offering and obtaining compensation, and so arriving 
at a solution which would be satisfactory to both parties; at the same time a general 
settlement of this kind on broad and business-like lines would be much mote likely lo 
meet with approval both in this country and in Belgium. 

9. The first point to be considered is whether there is the material for a general 
agreement ot this kind, and it will be convenient to examine seriatim the three questions 
mentioned in the 7th paragraph of this letter. 

10. The first of these questions is, as Sir E. Grey is aware, a trivial one, and ought 
to be capable of easy settlement. The second question is not one of vital importance 
to either country, but it is of greater concern to Great Britain than to Belgium, and it 
is desirable that a settlement should, if possible, be arrived at on the lines suggested by 
the Director of Military Operations in his note of the 11th April, 1900, a copy of which 
was sent to the Foreign Office in the letter from this Department of the 7th May, 1906. 
It is, at present, proposed to attempt to arrive at a solution by the ordinary means of 
negotiation, and, if this fails, to have recourse to arbitration. Arbitration will involve 
expense and delay, and, if this country loses its case, it will be deprived of two-thirds of 
the Ruwenzori range, and will be cut off from access to the upper waters of the Semliki, 
while, on the other hand, it will have to surrender to the Congo Free State territory 
which has been under British administration, a proceeding which would be most 
unpopular in the present state of public feeling in this country. In any event Great 
Britain would have to be satisfied with an artificial and inconvenient boundary instead of 
the natural boundary referred to above. 

11. If the arrangements suggested by the Director of Military Operations were 
adopted, there would be a well-defined frontier based on natural features. Both countries 
would have access to the connected system of waterway consisting of Lake Albert 
Edward, the Semliki River, and Lake Albert, and Great Britain would retain the whole 
ot Ruwenzori and the territory which is at present administered by her, while the 
Congo Free State would actually obtain an increase of territory. Assuming, however, 
that the value of the new territory which would fall to this country under tho arrange¬ 
ment is such as to outweigh the advantages which the Congo Free State would derive 
from the increase of their territory, the areas involved are so small that there should be 
no difficulty in coming to terms with Belgium if the matter is made part of a general 
settlement under which this country can offer her the means of developing the Congo 
Free State by improved transport facilities in Uganda. This leads to the consideration 
of the third question mentioned in the 7th paragraph of this letter, namely, the question 
of railway connection between Uganda and the Congo Free State. 

12. As was pointed out in the debate on the Congo Free State which took place in 
the House of Commons on ihe loth May, one of the most difficult problems to be solved 
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££ " toTglHlid from the' Home Government, and so throwing a heavy 

burden on the Belgian tax-payer . f the debate that, with a view to making 

13. A suggestion was made m the course "“ ’ who were parties to the Berlin Act 
the task of "Belgium less burdensome the ideration the revision of the customs 
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20. But, apart from any question of policy or sentiment, there appears to be no 
doubt that, as a pure matter of business, it would be well worth the while of this country 
to build the railway. 

21. An officer of the Royal Engineers is at present engaged in making surveys for 
possible railway extensions in the East Africa Protectorate and Uganda, including a 
survey tor the railway in question. His report will probably be available in a few 
months, and data will then be available for forming a more accurate opinion as to the 
possibilities of the line, but, from the information already supplied by the Governor, 
there is good reason to suppose that, independently of any traffic which may accrue 
from the Congo Free State, the local traffic in Uganda itself, together with the 
strategic advantages of a line of this kind, and the advantages to be derived from 
setting tree for agricultural work the natives who are now employed as porters, would 
in themselves be sufficient to justify the construction of the railway. 

22. The distance in a straight line from the port of Entebbe on Lake Victoria to 
the mouth of the Semliki River on Lake Albert is about 150 miles, and, allowing for 
detours, the total length of the railway would probably not exceed 200 miles. The 
country appears to offer no serious engineering difficulties, and, taking the cost at 
4,000/. a mile, the total expenditure for constructing and equipping the line should not 
exceed 1,000,000/. 

23. With the additional traffic from the Congo, it may be confidently expected 
that the railway would earn enough to defray the interest on this amount and provide 
lor a sinking fund. At the same time, the surpluses which are at present being derived 
from the existing Uganda Railway would be materially increased, and the combined 
working of the two lines would probably offer the surest and quickest means of 
developing Uganda and the East Africa Protectorate and so relieving the Imperial 
Exchequer of the burden which is thrown upon it by the present grants-in-aid. 

24. Lord Elgin would he glad to know whether Sir E. Grey concurs in the views 
set forth in this letter as to the desirability of arriving at a general settlement with 
Belgium in the event of that country annexing the Congo Free State, and, if so, 
whether he considers the matter of sufficient importance, from the point of view of the 
Foreign Office, to justify him in joining with his Lordship in approaching the Lords 
Commissioners of the Treasury tor the purpose of obtaining the money required to 
build a railway from Lake Victoria to Lake Albert. In any case, it would appear 
desirable that the negotiations between this country and the Congo Free State with 
regard to the Uganda-Congo boundary and between the Egyptian Government and the 
Congo Free State with regard to the proposed railway through the Enclave should not 
be pressed to a conclusion until the whole question has been fully considered by the 
parties concerned. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) FRANCIS J. S. liOPWOOD. 


[41071] No. 80. 

>ir A. Hurdinije to Sir Edward Grew—(Received December 10.) 

(No. 174.) 

Sir, Brussels, December 11, 1907. 

1 HAVE the honour to report that a preliminary discussion respecting the Nile- 
Congo Railway took place on the 9th instant between M. de Cuvelier and myself, 
Captain Nowcomhc being present at our interview. 

It was understood on both sides that our exchange of opinions at this meeting 
was of a purely informal, and, so to speak, preparatory character, and that, until we 
possessed fuller information as to the views of the Egyptian and Soudanese authorities 
on the draft Concession and Statutes, sent home in my despatch No. 101 of the 
29th June, 1900, Captain Newcombe and I could do no more than suggest, for the 
consideration of the Congo State Government, certain points as to which an agreement 
would he desirable. 

I proposed, al Captain Neweombe’s suggestion, that the Soudan Government 
should bo given an opportunity of transporting on its own steamers the materials 
required for the railway, and to this M. de Cuvelier assented. 

With respect to railway rates, Captain Newcombe informed M. de Cuvelier that 
lie was in possession of all the materials for the discussion of this question whenever 
the moment for entering upon it arose. 
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be sent oft for another week or tea days so tha 

until after the Christmas holidays. I have therefore " 

that lie may, it he wishes, go home !>emh»g its receipt andhe has.<, ; 

to England to-morrow, leaving l.is address here, so that I can communicate 

whenever necessary. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) ARTHUR H. HARDIN GK 
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No. 81. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir E. (iorst. 

Foreign Office, December 16,1907. 


(No. 44.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. 

very urgent in the matter. Provided they can 
be reassured about Ivufra, they are now willing to let me question diop. I have le use 
to enter 1 upon a General discussion. The words, “ His Majesty’s Government regard 
Kufra as being hfTurkish territory, and the Egyptian Government have never claimed 
it as belonging to them ” forms the text of a note m the third person, which I propose 
to give the^Ambassador confidentially. This was true in substance, so I gathered from 
you and Wingate, and I therefore conclude that you do not see any objection this 

formula. 


[41294] 


No. 82. 

Sir E. Gorst to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 17.) 

Cairo, December 17, 1907. 


(No. 83.) 

(Telegraphic.) 1 J . 

YOUR telegram No. 44 of yesterday. A rn . .. . 

I can see no objection to proposed formula with regard to Tripoli boundary. 


[ 42048 ] No - 83 - 

Sir E. Gorst to Sir Edward Grey.— {Received December 23.) 

(No. 86.) ('Aiiro, December 23, 1907. 

0 AT an'audience of the Khedive this morning I informed His Highness that in the 
opinion of His Majesty's Government, it had now become desn-able to telease the 
Denshawai prisoners, and that they suggested the anniversary of His tii & hnes 
accession (8th January) as a suitable occasion for the exercise of his prerogative of 
pardon in their favour. The Khedive evinced great satisfaction on receiving his 
announcement, and expressed his ready agreement with my further proposal, that the 
official decree of pardon should distinctly state that the measure had been ado P te 
with the concurrence of the British Government. His Highness requested me o 
Issure you ?hat this act of clemency on the part of His Majesty s Government would 
be greatly appreciated both by himself and by the Egyptian public at large, aad that 
he considered that the effect produced throughout the country would be excelle . 

It is unfortunate that the impending release of the prisoners was announced this 
morning b Y a telegram from London, dated the 21st instant and published m 
Moustapha Pasha Kernel's newspaper, the “ Lewa.” This fact will tend to dimmish 
the good results accruing from my announcement to the Khedive. 
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No. 84. 

[41455] , os ion? 

• , J thp Mfirauis di San Giuliano, December dd, i.'O/. 

Memorandum communicated by the Marquis 

(Translation.) , i j t n e honour to receive the Memorandum of 

1 THE Marquis ol San Gmliano has had t of ood Sir Edward 

dm 20th August last winch, m «»>«< Jwcen Egypt and Tripoli ami for 
Grey handed to him with le^ail , -i . tfd ?; n o- act, in the name oi the Italian 

“iflSt l the bouudary between Egypt and Cyrena.oa 

towards the west. r'„„ P ™ment learn that, since the communication made to 

the “but 

^ Government with regard to the line followed by 

the boundary. , , position of tlm boundary described m the above- 

Moreover, in any case, even if.the_1 * Noveluberj i<)04, were satisfactory, m vieA 

^rgeeting the remaining part of the bonnda, 
and especially respecting the Oasis oi Kulia. leascd if the British Govern- 


Embassy, London, December 21, 1007. 


No. 85. 


[419791 . . 

Sir Edward Grey to the Marquis <ti San Giuliano. 

S54S 

on the'subject of the boundary bet,tveen E^pt ^l^vernment on this subject and m 

M n,— 

and Italy, Sir E. Grey has tte honon to « 'iLftory, and that the Egypt,an Govern- 

Government regard Kut l0 them, 

ment have never claimed it as Doion e u g 

foreign Office , December 24,1907. 


[1528] 



